
First News 
The Newsletter of 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

San Marcos, Texas 

January 2013 Issue 
 

 
 
Youth Lock-In 
Jan. 3

rd
 – 4

th
    

9 P.M. – 9 A.M. 
 
 

Male Call  
Sat. Jan. 5th  

8:00 AM 
All Church gathering & 
taking down Christmas 

decorations afterwards. 
 
 

Training 
Deacons - Sat. Jan. 5

th
   

Elders - Sat. Jan. 19
th

 

Both @ 10 A.M.   
 

  
Butterfly Group 

Women’s Group 
Tues. Jan. 8

th
   

7 PM @ FCC  

 
 

 
 
BYODinner &  
Movie Study 
Young Adult Group 
5:00 PM @ FCC 
Sun. Jan 13

th
    

 

 
Fellowship Lunch 
Sun. Jan. 20

th
 

Directly after worship. 

 
 

 
ChiRho Midwinter 

Jan. 25
th
 - 27

th 
 
 
   

Sign up will  
start Jan. 6th 

 
 

YA Study 

Sun. Jan. 27
th
    

5:00 PM 
Location: TBD 
Dinner served, 
Bring your friends! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Response to Evil 
 

As I sit down to write an article for our church’s January newsletter I am changing 
the subject of it out of personal necessity. Normally, I would expect, and you 
might expect, some New Year’s topic like how to make resolutions for the coming 
year that include checking our spiritual priorities. So maybe that’s what I will do— 
next year. But today I am overcome with the tragedy that occurred on December 
14, 2012, at a little elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut. Twenty 6 and 7 
year old children and six adults were murdered by a man who forced his way into 
the school and shot them to death. 
 

I want to consider this with you: how can we respond to such a tragedy? 
 

I cannot improve on the many good words that have been spoken since this 
happened. President Obama said, "We can't tolerate this anymore. These 
tragedies must end. And to end them, we must change." Rev. Matt Crebbin, a 
minister from Newtown, said, "These darkest days of our community shall not be 
the final word heard from us." Both men were struggling to give comfort to the 
families of the victims, and to the community which was grieving. A counselor 
told adults and parents, “If a child asks you why this happened, don’t be afraid to 
say, ‘I don’t know.’” 

The hardest part of this recent event is that it isn’t the only tragedy. Mass 
murders in our nation have grabbed headlines four times in the last four years. 
We seem to be experiencing an epidemic of the killing of innocent lives. It doesn’t 
stop with them either. In our own congregation we have parents who have lost 
children. If you will take the time to think about it, you probably have members or 
your family, relatives or friends who have been lost to us in some unexpected 
and terrible event. 

And it doesn’t even stop there. We have troops fighting in the middle east, risking 
their lives and sometimes losing them in service to our county. Some who survive will 
spend the rest of their lives with handicaps from injuries sustained in combat. I want to go 
on to describe all the ways that evil manifests itself in our world, but it isn’t necessary. I 
don’t believe anyone can doubt that evil is real. The question 
is, what can we do about it. A few weeks ago I preached a sermon in the series on the 
Lord’s Prayer, and some of the things I want to write now will repeat the content of the 



one entitled, “Overcoming Evil”, so my apologies to those who have already heard some 
of this. 

But fresh from this most recent tragedy I want us to be strong and certain in the 
face of evil. Let’s start by calling it what it is, not a political issue, not a complex 
sociological dynamic unique to contemporary society, not somebody’s mistake. 
Evil is real, it is part of the real world in which we all live, it is everywhere and 
exists in every generation since the beginning of time. It cannot and should not 
be ignored, because it isn’t going away. 

Like the counselor quoted above, I agree that we should not be afraid to say we 
don’t know why there is evil in the world. Philosophers and theologians smarter 
than me have observed that if humans have free will, it means they can and will 
make terrible mistakes, just because they can. And those mistakes have serious 
consequences. If we, as parents, want our children to become independent, 
successful adults, we have to let them make their own decisions, even when we 
wish they would make better choices. That’s how you learn, and sometimes it 
hurts. A baby would never learn to walk if parents refused to let them fall. 
In the Bible, the Old Testament puts the blame for the existence of evil in the 
world on humans, not on God. The story of creation in Genesis has “Adam” 
(Hebrew for “Man”) deliberately rebelling against his Father, God, and in so doing 
creation was damaged. 

I have looked carefully to see if there is any Biblical record of Jesus giving us an 
explanation for evil. Nowhere does Jesus try to tell us why evil exists. Instead, he 
teaches us how to respond to it. And that’s what we, as Christians, need to 
understand. Jesus spends much time teaching us how to respond to evil. 
To site just one example, he says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second 
mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to 
borrow from you. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.” (Matthew 
5:38-45 NRSV) 

The first Christians understood this and took him seriously. Paul tells the Roman 
Christians, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil….Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:17-21 NIV) That’s what we must do. Instead of 
becoming part of evil by responding in kind, we must overcome evil with good. I don’t 
think we can do it alone. To be this strong, this courageous, this compassionate, this 
GOOD, we need help. And so we pray as the Lord taught us, “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

 
Amen. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

I was touched and humbled by the 

overwhelming response to the Christmas 

concert. I want to thank everyone that came to 

enjoy the music and those that participated. It 

was a beautiful night and I could not have 

done it alone. Thank you for letting me and 

the participants of the music groups a part of 

your Christmas. 

May God greatly bless you in this New 

Year! ~Anne Weaver 

 

Farewell  
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Dear First Christian Church, 

I will do my best to keep this short and sweet, not because the last thing you want to read is a 

long rambling letter; because I do not have the words to describe the pleasure it has been to be a part 

of your congregation for the past two and a half years. 

I want to thank the parents first for your patience and trust in me, initially, as the childcare 

provider for your children and later as the Director of Education.  I can’t say I was phenomenal at 

programming at this age, but I do know I loved your children as much as I possibly could. Thank 

you for allowing me to be a part of your lives to love you, the parents, and your precious, hilarious, 

incredibly loving children.  Their joy for the Lord and all of your unconditional love helped me 

through some very rough moments and was always something to look forward to at the end of the 

week, whether I knew it then or not. 

To the congregation and staff, thank you for your patience and understanding as I learned 

what it was to be a part of a church for the first time.  I’m sure it could be frustrating dealing with 

someone so clueless about something so familiar.  I promise you my ignorance was genuine.  Thank 

you for loving me and accepting me as I shared who I was before Christ and never once looking at 

me as though I were any different than the person you knew in the present.  You saw me the way 

Jesus does and I cannot thank you enough for the prayers and blessings as I grew up with you. 

Lastly, if anything take my story and remember that the Lord does answer prayers and knows 

the desires of our hearts even if it often feels otherwise.  God answered mine years later without a 

single conscious prayer and brought First Christian Church to me. 

 

Thank you, I love you, and will miss all of you, 

Kate Garvin 
 

Please note on your calendars the third Sunday 

of each month for Fellowship Luncheons. 

We will be doing a Super Bowl Soup 

lunch and bring can goods for the food 

bank. The congregation is asked to 

bring a salad, soup condiment, or 

dessert.  

 

Music Notes 
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From the Associate Pastor 

Well, we’ve wrapped up Advent (pun intended!) with Christmas caroling and 
parties that were a huge success, and I look forward to the exciting things that 
the New Year brings, and I hope that you do too! What better way to kick off 
2013 in the youth ministry than with a lock-in. We’ll be enjoying finishing up 
the Christmas break and celebrating back-to-school on January 3rd-4th. 
There will be plenty of activities to keep us busy all night long, including 
games, worship, singing, and some relaxing and fellowship time. It will be fun 
enjoying one last bit of freedom before the Spring semester starts! The youth 
will be back to regular meetings starting on January 9th at The Middle, I can’t 
wait to continue these groups, as they have been a blast throughout the Fall! 
We’ll finish off January with Chi-Rho Mid-Winter, a time for our middle 
schoolers to head to Camp Gonzo for the weekend of the 25th-27th. We 
should have a great group going; I can’t wait to head back to camp with our 
amazing youth! 
 
January looks to be exciting in our Young Adult ministry as well. We have 
made a list of some great movies that we can study to continue our 
examination of God in popular culture, so we’ve got many choices. Not only 
that, but we’ll be hosted at a members’ house for our other study of the month 
as we revisit the poetry side of our culture with regards to spirituality. Also in 
the works is a camping trip/retreat where we can all gather overnight for 
fellowship, relaxation, and as always some interesting dialogue...but more on 
that to come! I will continue to be at Mochas & Javas every Tuesday from 3-
5pm so that I can be more available to those of our young adults who are on 
campus. If you know of any students at Texas State that you think I need to 
get to know, this is a perfect time and place to get that conversation started. 
Send them my way, I’m always happy to have new visitors to talk to! 
 
If you are interested in sharing your gifts with the Youth Ministry or the Young 
Adult Ministry, please contact me at Alec@fcc-sm.org, give me a call, or drop 
by the office. We’re especially looking right now for one or two host families a 
month for the Young Adult group to provide food and a cozy house where we 
can gather for our study and some fellowship. Here’s your chance to reach out 
to an amazing group of students and young adults who are searching for 
God’s call in their lives!! 
 -Alec 

mailto:Alec@fcc-sm.org


 

The Middle 
Every Wednesday 

 

 

 

  
 

 
Need church in the MIDDLE of the week instead of just 

once on Sunday? Ready to make God the ultimate 
importance to your life? Ready to see your friends more 
than just at 10am on Sundays? Meet us in the MIDDLE! 

Build your week, your LIFE around God.  
  

 

 

What is The Middle? 

   

 Dinner 

 Youth Groups 

 Children's Groups 

 Adult groups to meet the  
needs of everyday living 

 Music Groups 

 And a tiny dose of worship  
to top it off!  

   

  

 

Wednesdays: 
Guitar at 5:00 
Dinner at 5:30  

Gatherings at 6:00 
Closing at 7:15 



 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 1 Peter 4:10 

 

 
Geni Silvey, Shawn Colson & Nena Meadows 

 
The 16 fleece blankets were delivered to the San Marcos Youth Shelter just in time for the really cold 
weather. Thank you so much to everyone for making this outreach event such a success!! I would also 
like to thank Jason Braun for agreeing to help provide a meal to the Shelter once a month. Nena, the 
Shelter Supervisor, is going to make a collage with pictures from the Blessing of the Blankets as well as 
the picture above to place in the Shelter. She said this way FCC will be a part of the Shelter forever. 
Please read note of thanks from Nena below: 
 

Thank you!! Those blankets are beautiful. Thank everyone who had a hand in making them for the 

children and for blessing them. You made me cry Shawn! 

They will love them and they will keep them warm on these cold nights. 

You all are ANGELS!....  

I can't believe you made all of this happen so fast. The blankets and the preparing of a meal once 

a month. What a task. From the bottom of my heart I thank each and every one of those who 

cared enough to want to help "my kids." 

 Hugs, 

 Nena and the kids 
 
As you all heard me say at the Blessing of the Blankets, service to others is very important to me! I have 
LOTS of ideas, both within FCC as well as in our surrounding communities. But, I would love to hear 
ideas from you as well. Please feel free to contact me via email @ shawn.colson@thermon.com or call 
me @ 512-557-0460. 
 

Maggie, Terri & I were lucky enough to be part of a homeless experience 
recently with Rolling Oaks Christian Church. We lived in “boxville” for the 
night & experienced a soup kitchen atmosphere. During this experience, 
we learned services provided for the San Antonio homeless population, 
we made “plarn” & we made homeless bags that are given out at ROCC. 
We left the next morning with the hope of reaching the unreachable & 
loving the unlovable. It was a great experience 

 

 

 

http://www.incredimail.com/app/?tag=emoticon_click_me_im2_re&lang=9&version=6605239&setup_id=7&aff_id=100&addon=IncrediMail&upn=7649cd83-7df4-481e-b0ca-391b5e0c33e0&app_test_id=0&id=95202&guid=E480F4AC-54EE-4368-BABB-F6C2627D26B
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All Church Event!!! 
January 23

rd
 at The Middle 

 

Spring Cleaning! 

We will be kicking off the New Year with some reorganizing and 

cleaning of the education wing and many other rooms of the church. We 

need to keep the church efficient and tidy to run programs and services 

smoothly. It will be a great way to come together to do some mission 

work in our own church.  

 

 
Butterfly Group 

 

This month we will be meeting  

again at normal time and date.  

7:00 p.m. @ FCC 

Ladies, come for education and fellowship! 

We would love to have you and look forward to seeing you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am so excited to be back as Christian Education Director of First Christian Church!  I'd like to thank the 
Personnel Committee and the Church Board for their confidence in me.  What a blessing to be back 
helping in Christian Education and Children's Ministry. 
  
Speaking of Christian Education.....our own Rev. Gregory Ross will be starting a new Sunday School 
class January 20, 2013 in the Fellowship Hall.  More information about that class is in this newsletter.  We 
also have our Partnership Class, led by Linda Vetters, which meets in the Parlor and Jim Davis leading 
The Sojourners Class in the Board Room.  We hope that if you haven't found a class to join yet, that 2013 
will be the time for you to find one and get involved.   
  
The children and youth still meet at 9am for Sunday School in the Education Wing.  Special thanks to our 
dedicated Nursery and Sunday School teachers: Miss Alice, Miss Amber, Miss Cassi, Bonnie Warren, 
Christi Carson, Louise Mullins and Rev. Alec.  What a blessing they are to our youngest members.  
Children's Church will continue during our 10 am service for Kindergarten through 2nd grade students. 
  
I remember many years ago someone said to me that church is where they go to worship our Lord and 
Sunday School was their time for personal study of His word!  I pray that you will find the time to come and 
study His word, fellowship with your friends and worship our God!  
  
If you have questions about Christian Education, special needs for your family, or ideas you want to share, 
please always feel free to contact me at mattie@fcc-sm.org or 512-665-9160. 
  
May God bless you and your family in this new year! 
  
Mattie Howard 
Christian Education Director 

  
  
  
 

 

Children in THE MIDDLE 
 

We will be making a few changes for the 
children in THE MIDDLE.  Watch for 

future announcements in church and in 
your inbox!  Believe us we know it is 
tough with kids and homework and 

afterschool activities....come when you 
can.  Attendance is not mandatory....we 
just want you to come and eat and play 
and fellowship when you can....even if 

it's just once a month. 
 

We hope to see you soon in THE 
MIDDLE! 

  
 

FRIENDS IN FAITH 
 

Just want to encourage all 
our FRIENDS IN FAITH to 

stay in touch with their 
FRIENDS and to continue 

praying daily for each 
other.  If you have 

questions or concerns 
about this program, please 

contact Mattie. 
  
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

MEETING 
 

All Sunday School 
Teachers and 

Christian Education 
Committe members 

are asked to attend a 
meeting on February 

9 from 10am to noon.  
More information 

coming soon! 
 

mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org


 

 

Got a Place to be from 9-10 AM on Sunday Mornings? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fellowship and Faith 
Looking for a little more Fellowship each Sunday 

morning? 

Sunday school is a great way to get plugged in each 

week....to the Word and to your friends at FCC.   

But, maybe you haven't found the right class for you.  

Have you noticed people milling about in the 

Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school hour?   

Well, we are making it official....kinda, sorta! 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for Coffee, Doughnuts, 

Lots of Laughter....and Great Discussions.   

Sometimes what we need on a Sunday morning is 

more fellowship with our FCC family.  So, if you 

haven't found the right class just yet....we still want you 

to come early to visit.  It's a great time to make 

friends. 

Partnership Class 

 
If you are looking for an adult Sunday school 

class, we would like to invite you to the 

Partnership Class which meets in the parlor.  

Our class is open to everyone--all ages, all 

genders--and we would love to have you join 

us for study, fellowship, support and a little fun 

as well.  We use a study guide series based on 

the Lectionary passages, which basically 

compliments and parallels the sermon of the 

day.  We try to apply the biblical passages to 

our lives today, and they are most often 

amazingly timely. 
 

Faith In Action 
New Adult Class in January 

Beginning January 20 Rev Gregory Ross will be leading a class in the fellowship hall. 

The class is called, "Faith in Action", and will be a study and discussion of how Christians can practice our 

faith in tangible and personal ways. To begin the study much of the content will be based on Ron Sider's best-

selling book, "Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger". You don't have to read the book to participate in the 

class. If you are not now attending an adult class on Sunday's you might want to consider joining this new 

one. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
Please note that we continually update 
the church membership database.  If you 
find an error in a birthday or anniversary 
date or if you are left off the list, we offer 
our sincerest apologies.  Please email 
fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the office. 
 

 

Care & Concern 

Please notify the church if you 

or one of our loved FCC church 

family members becomes ill or 

is in the hospital. You can 

email Stephanie at fcc@fcc-

sm.org, call the church at 

396.1926, or contact Rev. Ross 

on his cell at 512.619.6349 

January Birthdays 
Jerry Weidman   January 1 
Kelly Casparis    January 4 
Andi Shimek    January 5 
Kennedy Braun   January 6 
Kristin Brown    January 7 
Rikki Hardy    January 7 
Alex Olenick    January 7 
Brenda Brown    January 9 
Larry Diegelman   January 9 
Rex Stallings    January 11 
Taylor Ralph   January 12 
Debi Elliott    January 13 
Mitch Tureaud    January 14 
Connie Burke    January 16 
Truman Johnson   January 16 
Jennifer Roberts   January 16 
Rocky Stone    January 17 
Mary Braun    January 19 
Amber Pacheco   January 19 
Eric Sullins    January 19 
Lura Brown    January 20 
Forest Herndon   January 20 
Effie Husbands   January 21 
Claire French    January 22 
Jonathan Walker   January 22 
Jim Alexander    January 23 
Matthew Stroman   January 23 
Darcy Hardy    January 24 
Rick Hardy    January 26 
Deanna Davis    January 27 
Tyler Ellison    January 27 
Aurelia Lee    January 27 
Katy Rheinlander   January 30 
Malcolm Scott    January 30 
Susan Ballard    January 31 
Maya Duran    January 31 
Cole Stapp    January 31 

January 
Anniversaries 

 
Catherine & Mike Shellman 

January 4 
Max & Janet Schlotter  

January 5 
Maggie & Eddie Mossler  

January 6 
Caddo & Ruby Sanders  

       January 21 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Children’s Sermon: 

1/6 – Mattie Howard 

1/13 – Connie Burke 

1/20 – Bonnie Whittington 

1/27 – Alec Ylitalo 

2/3 – Mattie Howard 

2/10 – Connie Burke 

2/17 – Bonnie Whittington 

2/24 – Gregory Ross 

If you feel led to be a lay leader or lead a 

children’s sermon, please contact Stephanie in 

the office. Thank you for all who have signed up! 

Schedule of Lay Leaders: 

1/6 – Gayle Morris 

1/13 – Louise Mullins 

1/20 – Marlene Weidman 

1/27 – Youth 

2/3 – Crystal Baker 

2/10 –  

2/17 –  

2/24 – Youth 

 

We will be posting new sign ups in the Narthex 

for next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

3105 Ranch Road 12, San Marcos, TX  78666 
512-396-1926 

FAX 512-393-3496 
Church Staff: 

Rev. Gregory Ross_______________________Acting Minister 

Rev. Alec Ylitalo_____________________Associate Minister 

Stephanie Haverda___________________ Church Secretary 

Mattie Howard_____________________ Education Director 

Rae Bostwick _____________________________Treasurer 

Britney Richey ___________________________Bookkeeper 

Anne Weaver ___________________________Music Director 

Cecilia Peña______________________Organist /Accompanist 

Alice Smith_________________________Nursery Caregiver 

Amber Simon________________________Nursery Caregiver 

Cassie Gonzales________________________Children’s Church 

Mary & Johnny Wasson ______________________Custodians 

 

 

 

 

Other News 

 
My FCC Family, 
 Thank you so much for your 
generosity and support through this 
exciting time in my life. I thank each and 
every one of you who made the baby 
shower possible and for those who came. 
So much work and thought was out into 
making it an amazing shower and y’all 
went above and beyond in every aspect, 
from the decorations to the cowboy 
cupcakes.  You “showered” us with 
many gifts, most of which were 
homemade and heartfelt! I cannot put into 
words the love I have for this church and 
its members and the warmth I get back 
from all of you! You have truly been a 
blessing to my family in the past few 
months. I am excited to see what my 
future holds with this church and to share 
baby Koltyn with everyone!  
All my love, 
Stephanie Haverda 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
3105 Ranch Road 12 
San Marcos, Texas  78666 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED) 
 
         «Label_Name» 
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 «City_State_and_Zip» 
 
 
 
512-396-1926 
Fax 512-393-3496 
E-mail:  staff@fcc-sm.org 
Web page:  www.fcc-sm.org 
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