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CBS Morning & Evening 
Classes Begin 
Wed. Sept 4th @  9 AM 
Ladies Study 
Thurs. Sept 5th @  7 PM 
All welcome! Many differ-
ent groups to join! 

 

Male Call BACK! 
Sept. 7th @ 8 AM 

Men of all ages are 
welcome to join in 

fellowship and enjoy 
Jason’s great    

breakfast! 
 

 
KidTIME Starts 
Sun. Sept. 8th 
Children K-5th grade   
are invited to stay  af-
ter church for lunch 
and fun activities.  
 

 
Butterfly Group  
Tues. Sept.10th 

7:00 PM @ FCC  
Ladies,  

come learn, 
study, and grow 

with us.  
 

Youth Group Midweek  
Wed. Sept 11th 

5:30 PM @ FCC  
Youth will be starting to 

meet on Wednesday for 
dinner, devotional, and 

fun! 
 
 

Youth Activity 
Sun. Sept 22nd  
Directly after service 
Lunch provided. 
This month we will 
be doing Crazy   
bowling! 

 
UCM Dinner 

Wed. Sept. 25th  
We will be  

providing dinner 
for TX State     

students. More 
info to come!  

 

 
BBA Women's Retreat 
Sept. 27th - 29th 
A wonderful 
weekend with 
your sisters in 
Christ with plenty  
of fellowship,          
renewal, & wor-
ship! 
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Parent Meeting for Youth 

Sept. 8 @ 11:30 A.M.  
Visioning 

Sept. 8 @ 11:30 A.M.  
Finance Committee  
Sept. 9 @ 6:30 P.M.  

Outreach Committee 
Sept. 10 @ 7:00 P.M.  

Membership Committee 
Sept 12th @ 10 A.M. 

Christian Education Committee  
Sept. 16 @ 6:00 P.M.  
School Fuel Board 

Sept. 16 @ 6:00 P.M.  
Church Board Meeting  

Sept. 17 @ 6:30 P.M.  
Annual Homecoming Committee 
Invite list check - Sept. 5 @ 10 A.M.  
Mail out invites - Sept. 12 @ 11 A.M. 
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We have spent a lot of time in the last year trying to      

reorganize the church, restructure our committees, and 

reenergize our members. We are still a work in progress 

but we are excited about the foundation that has been 

set. Mattie has done a great job of getting the frame 

work in education set up, and our members have become 

the vital tools that keep this church and our many        

ministries going. Thanks for helping us through this 

“building” period. We could not have done it without 

your support. We look forward to many fun events,       

fellowship, and enrichment in the next year and years to 

come. 
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Scott & Lynda Simpson  

   September 1 

 

Wendell & Bonnie Wilson  

   September 11 

 

Teresa & Joe Bullock  

   September 12 

 

Bonnie & David Warren  

   September 15 

 

Jim & Bobbie Coley  

   September 29 

 

 

 
 

Trey Dusek    September 1 

Deann French  September 1 

Cory Valenzuela    September 1 

Kathy Blagg           September 2 

Pat Duran              September 4 

Betty Porter September 4 

Kyle Stapp September 8 

Louise Mullins September 9 

Teresa Bullock September 11 

Keith Shimek September 11 

Wes Johnson September 12 

Jeremy Olenick September 13 

Marlene Weidman September 14 

Cari Fowler September 15 

Lanell Scoggin September 15 

Bill Damron September 16 

Casey Braun September 17 

Gary McCaffrey September 18 

Mary Beth KeeneySeptember 25 

Irene Elliott September 29 

We continually update the 

church membership data-

base.  If you find an error in 

a birthday or anniversary 

date or if you are left off the 

list, we offer our sincerest 

apologies. Please email 

fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact 

the office. 

M
A

N
Y
  

M
O

R
E

 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
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I 

 
 

It has almost been one year since I accepted the call by First Christian Church, San 
Marcos, to be your minister. As I look back I have no regrets. I believe this has 
been a good year, and that with your help we have made much progress. It has, of 
course, been a year of rebuilding.  

Part of that has been a change of leadership, beginning with me as the new pas-
tor. But we also began rotating our Elders in the same way that we have been do-
ing with our Deacons, giving some leaders a welcome respite from active respon-
sibility, and giving others with shepherding qualities the opportunity to accept 
more leadership roles.  

We have also made changes in our church staff. We have been very blessed by 
having Stephanie Haverda working in our office since August of last year. During 
this year she has demonstrated tremendous ability, and has moved from a secre-
tarial role to that of Office Administrator. Without her dedication and initiative I 
would not have been able to manage as much as we have done this year.  

When we had a vacancy in our Christian Education department, we were blessed 
to have Mattie Howard accept our invitation to resume her work leading our 
church in this important and all-encompassing area of our church life. Under her 
leadership our education programs have continued to improve in many ways.  

One of the crises we faced this year was financial. We simply could not sustain our 
budget. We faced it, I believe, with courage, integrity, and faith. We came to the 
place where we realized that the budget we inherited was unsupportable in our 
present reality. Tough decisions were made to cut expenses in all areas, reducing 
operating costs, outreach, and church salaries. That included eliminating the posi-
tion of youth minister. Our young Associate Minister, Alec Ylitalo, showed us his 
love for this church and our young people by demonstrating much grace and gra-
ciousness in his acceptance of this hard decision. He worked with us to ensure 
that our youth ministries would not be disrupted by his departure.  
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To support our youth Shawn Colson and Denise and Keith Ralph have taken the 
baton and provided the necessary continuity for our young people. 

In the spring Anne Weaver made the decision to begin working with a church in 
Austin. She had been our Director of Music for the past five years, and is much 
loved by our church. But we understood her desire to move on and we were 
grateful for her efforts to find someone to take her place. And as of this writing I 
am very pleased to say that we do have a new Director of Music, Brent Ferguson. 
He will begin leading our song service on September 8. I am personally very excit-
ed in anticipation of what that will mean for us. His strengths include a love for 
youth and a proven interest and ability in developing a contemporary worship ser-
vice that appeals to young adults and college students. We will be talking more 
about that in the near future. It is enough to say now that Brent will be instru-
mental in expanding our ministry in more ways than leading the choir and congre-
gational singing. I must also say a word about our interim Music Director, Rev Carl 
Caudle. He has been such a help to us as we looked for a new music director, with 
his obvious talents leading singing and playing the piano, but also his friendship 
and support of our church. I've heard only praise and gratitude for him from many 
people.  

Another area of progress is the reactivation of our committees. Some of the com-
mittees have been active and productive, others had languished and we needed 
to get them restarted. We did some reorganization, and with the help of Wayman 
Mullins, now have nine committees taking care of the many activities of the 
church. This too has meant many new leaders accepting these responsibilities. 

Finally, in a year-long effort, we have now been able to organize our church mem-
bership into seven Shepherding Groups. In our Leadership Retreat, held August 
17, we began the process of making them an active part of how we take care of 
one another. I encourage everyone to participate in these groups as you hear 
more about them. It has really been a big year for us. And as we look into the fall 
and the new school year, I am filled with optimism and anticipation about what 
lies ahead for us.  

Thank-you for being a part of our church family and our life  
together as Disciples Christ. 
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LOCK IN RECAP! 

At our Back to School lock-in we had many great discussions throughout the night. 

Our first ‘game with a meaning’ was Stackers. This is a game where you have an 

option to build your teams tower or tear the other teams tower down. This led to a 

very insightful discussion about ‘building’ others up instead of ‘tearing’ them down. 

(Ephesians 4:29) I have some pics if we can put them in. 

We played a game that involved toilet paper squares. However many squares you 

pulled off determined how many compliments you had to give to other people in the 

group. We had 2 that had to give compliments to the whole group because they 

pulled off so many squares!! (Philippians 4:8) I have pics  

We followed that up with Sardines with a twist. This is a form of hide & seek. Only 

when everyone is together at the end we had some “Talk Sparkers” that asked ques-

tions like, “Is it a fair description that teenagers are described as unable to get along 

with their families?” or “Who do you treat better, your friends or your family & 

why?” These gave them the opportunity to openly share with each other their per-

sonal opinions. 

We finished it up by having a devotion about how to treat 

each other, how to deal with revenge & dealing with peo-

ple that are negative. We discussed dealing with gossip & 

how to learn to love even those that can be hard to love. 

We had a great discussion about bullying as well. 

(Ephesians 4:2-3)  

A great time was had by all! But more importantly we all 

walked away with a new perspective on how to treat oth-

ers as well as a greater respect for each other. Hopefully 

we will be able to remember these Bible verses as we walk 

the halls of school this year or deal with the public at our 

jobs. Remember to smile at everyone that we encounter!! 

IMPORTANT MEETING, 

SEPTEMBER 8  

Parents, please come to 

an important meeting on 

September 8 immediately 

following worship to dis-

cuss the upcoming year.  

There are many changes 

to announce and plans to 

make.  We urge you to 

attend to help us make 

this a great year for our 

youth at FCC. 
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FCC YOUTH…. 

The Faith, Fun and Fellowship 

Continues!  
The youth will be going to Sunset Lanes on Sunday, Sep-

tember 22nd for ‘Crazy Bowling’. Make sure you come out 

for this…it will be lots of fun!!! It is not your normal eve-

ry day bowling!!! The cost will be $5 for 2 games & 

shoes. Lunch will be provided at FCC before we leave. 

Please let Shawn Colson know if you plan to attend so that 

she can make sure to reserve enough lanes. 

 
The youth will begin meeting again on  

Wed nights  

starting  

on September 11
th

.  

We will meet at  

5:30p  

for a light dinner  

& then have our meeting from 6p to 7p.  

Our meetings will follow the rotation  

type schedule which we will  

discuss on the first night.  
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END OF SUMMER 
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LOCK IN 
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UNI-VERSITY  
(United in Diversity)  

 

We have exciting things coming up for our college ministry such as     
dinners and devotionals and fun events. We had such an asset with 

Katherine Reed helping us get plugged into Texas State University! Our 
focusing this year on partnering our college ministry with UCM Wesley. 
They are a great outlet on campus and we are excited to get involved. 

We cant wait to see our college group grow! 
 

Upcoming UCM News & Events: 

Bobcat Supper at the United Campus Ministry-Wesley is a contempo-
rary service for college students led by college students.  We meet 

weekly on Wednesdays at 5:30pm throughout the fall and spring se-
mesters at the UCM-Wesley building (510 N. Guadalupe St., across from 
the Tower Parking Garage).  Come for the service and stick around for a 

FREE meal that follows. 
 

UCM is starting a women's Bible study that will meet on Mondays at 
6:30pm at the UCM-Wesley beginning Sept. 9th; and a men's Bible 

study that will meet on Thursdays at 6pm at the UCM-Wesley beginning 
Sept. 12th. 

 
We'll also be going to Lake Travis on Sept. 13th and renting a party boat 

to go out on the lake for 4 hours that evening.  We'll have dinner and 
time for people to swim or just hang out.  This is one of the student's 
favorite events of the year.  It costs $10/person, and if you have stu-

dents interested they would need to sign up and pay by the 11th. 
 

We have a retreat coming up the last weekend in September (27th to 
29th).  We'll be heading out to U-Camp in Wimberley and staying in the 
cabins out there.  The cost for that is also $10/person, and we'd need 

anyone interested to sign up and pay by the 25th. 
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FRIENDS in FAITH  

will be updating soon! 

It’s time to switch things around!  For those 

of you who have a FRIEND in FAITH get 

ready to switch FRIENDS (of course, you’ll 

never lose the friend you made).  New 

FRIENDS will be assigned soon for all chil-

dren and youth of FCC.  If you don’t know about this program, it’s simple…..all 

you have to do is sign up to be a FRIEND and the only requirements are that you 

pray for your FRIEND and you say hi and give a hug or a high five on Sunday 

morning.  Of course, you can do more, but the point is just to let your FRIEND 

know that they are loved and prayed for by another member of their FCC fami-

ly.  Get to know our children and youth….they will bless your life tremendously! 

 

KidTIME is BACK!   

Calling all kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade!!  We will be having our own 

Christian Fellowship time each month on the SECOND SUNDAY after church.  

We will stay after church and have lunch and 

then have lots of fun and fellowship.  Some 

months we will stay at the church, others 

we will venture out.  Some months will be 

games and crafts, others will be service pro-

jects…..No matter where we are or what we 

are doing, we will be having lots of FUN.  

Come join us!  Your parents will be getting 

our calendar soon.  See you on September 

8th for our first KidTIME of the new year. 

Children’s Education  
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Education  

Children’s Church Has a New Teacher and a New Curriculum 

Our children in Kindergarten through 2nd grade are in for a real treat this year with 
our new teacher Miss Katherine Reed.   
 

Katherine is a junior at Texas State with a major in Geography and minor in History. 
She is from Flower Mound, Texas in the DFW area, but grew up in Atlanta, Georgia. 
She is very involved with the UCM-Wesley Campus ministry at Texas State as well 
as Sigma Phi Lambda, one of the Christian sororities on campus. She has been 
working with ministries focused on young people for three years now, mostly with 
youth ministries, but is so excited to be working with Children's ministry!  

 

 

 

 

 

Our new curriculum, A Place for Everyone, is based on the Revised Common Lec-

tionary.  It is a dynamic curriculum that provides full color depictions of the Bible 

story, background information, an activity or project, suggested short books to 

read or movie clips to watch to aid communication and conversation, science, na-

ture or consumer product trivia to help the children’s recall of the lesson, current 

photos or news items that relate to our community and our world and connections 

to A Social Creed for the 21st Century all on one 11”X17” PLACEMAT that the chil-

dren can take home to look at and share with their family throughout the week.   

We are excited about this new format.  Of course, prayer and communion will con-

tinue to be a focal point of Children’s Church each week. 
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TELL US WHAT’S HAPPENING!  WE WANT TO KNOW! 
Hey Kids, Youth, Adults!  Look for the BIG calendar on the Fellowship Hall bulle-
tin board.  It’s there so you can let your church family know what important 
events are coming up in your life.  Write down upcoming games, concerts, com-
petitions, birthdays…..all those special days so we can pray for you and encour-
age you in all that you do.  Adults, make sure you check out the calendar and 
keep our children and youth in your prayers! 

Devoted Disciples 
Each week one adult volunteer will help Katherine with this in-

credible group of students.   
Our Devoted Disciples for the month of September are:  

(9/1) Rae Bostwick 
(9/8) Rita McGuire 

(9/15) Denise Ralph 
(9/22) Linda Vetters 

If you would like to help in our Children’s Church you may sign up 
in the Narthex or contact Mattie at mattie@fcc-sm.org 

mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org
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I hope that most of you continued with Sunday School during the sum-

mer, but if you took a break, now is the perfect time to get BACK to SUN-

DAY SCHOOL.  We have a lot of great studies to get involved in this fall.  

AND WE HAVE GREAT TEACHERS!!!!  Check out our list below: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS THE  

Blessed Babes &   
Little Lambs 

Birth-2years 
Miss Kelsey, Mrs. 
Carlie 

Stories, Songs & 
Sweet Friends 

Amazing Angels 3-4 years Miss Katherine 
Discover God’s 
Love  

Shining Stars Kinder-2nd grade Mrs. Andi 
Explore Bible   
People 

Faithful Followers 3rd-5th grade Mrs. Bonnie 
Grow Through   
the Bible 

Chi Rho Sunday 
School 

6th-8th grade Mrs. Rita 
The Word  See It, 
Experience It,   
Believe It 

CYF Sunday School 9th-12th grade 
Mrs. Denise, Mr. 
Keith 

Seasons Encore 
following the    
Revised Common 
Lectionary 

The Sojourners Adult Mr. Jim Davis 
  

The Partnership 
Class 

Adult Mrs. Linda Vetters 
  

Faith in Action Adult Rev. Gregory Ross   
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CBS IS A GREAT WAY TO  
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Adult Mission Trip 
We ended up with a small crew going to SWGSM on the mini mission 
trip in August, but we were able to accomplish a lot in 2 days. We re-
placed siding on 2 walls, primed & painted trim, primed the new siding 
& did a little bit of demo on the dorms at SWGSM. We were able to 
meet a family that was moving onto Miami in their quest for political 
asylum. We were able to work along beside a few of the refugees. And 
we were lucky enough to meet a few new people who were staying at 
the Bayview dorms with us. We met our new Area Minister Rene Hoke 
as well as Robin Hoover who is the man behind Humane Borders. We 
came back with a new perspective of what life is like for these refugees 
as they flee for safety from Cuba & Nicaragua.  
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DWM/CWF Women’s Retreat  

at Disciples Oak Retreat Center in Gonzales  

is September 27, 28 and 29, 2013.  

We would enjoy seeing as many women as possible from your 
congregation to attend this outstanding event.    

CALLING ALL WOMEN! It’s our turn to go to camp! The 
Bluebonnet Area Disciple Women’s Retreat is Friday even-
ing, September 27 through Sunday morning, September 

29 at the Disciple Oak Retreat Center in Gonzales, TX.  This 
event promises to be another wonderful weekend with 

your sisters in Christ with plenty 
of opportunity for fellowship, spiritual renewal, worship 
and, of course, lots of laughter! You may register and pay 

on line or obtain a registration form at  http://
dwm.ccsw.org/bba/events/. If you do not wish to stay 

overnight, please come out Saturday for the day!! 

http://dwm.ccsw.org/bba/events/
http://dwm.ccsw.org/bba/events/
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Schedule of Children’s Sermon: 

Sept 1 - Mattie Howard   

Sept 8 - Erin Brackney 

Sept 15 - Bonnie Whittington 

Sept 22 - Connie Burke 

Sept 29 - Youth Sunday  

Schedule of Lay Leaders: 

Sept 1- Crystal Baker  

Sept 8 - Chase Stapp 

Sept 15 - Kennedy Braun 

Sept 22 - Crystal Baker 

Sept 29 - Youth Sunday  

LAY LEADERS NEEDED! SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX! 

1-Sep 8-Sep 15-Sep 22-Sep 29-Sep 

Elders: Elders: Elders: Elders: Elders: 

Louise Mullins Linda Vetters Don Harmon Joe Bostwick Jackie Cable 

Wayman Mullins Chase Stapp Margie Harmon Rae Bostwick Jim Davis 

Don Harmon   Jackie Cable     

Deacons: Deacons: Deacons: Deacons: Deacons: 

Wendell Wilson (Team Lead) 
Rita McGuire (Team 

Lead) 
Robert Updegrove (Team Lead) 

Louis Olenick (Team 

Lead) 
Paul Sutphen (Team Lead) 

Mac Howard Sean-Michael McGuire Brad French Cole Stapp JP Bach 

Mattie Howard Linda Ross Alyssa Updegrove Kyle Stapp Mikka Bach 

Bonnie Wilson Denise Ralph Susan Updegrove Teri Stapp Paige Sutphen 

Communion: Communion: Communion: Communion: Communion: 

Jackie Cable Crystal Baker Rae Bostwick and Crystal Baker Roy Enright Linda Ross 

Elders and Deacons Schedule 
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Church Staff: 
Rev. Gregory Ross ____________Senior Minister 

Stephanie Haverda ___________Church Secretary 

Mattie Howard ______________EducationDirector 

Carl Caudle _________________Interim Leader 

Rae Bostwick ________________Treasurer 

Britney Richey _______________Bookkeeper 

Cecilia Peña _________________Organist 

Katherine Reed ______________Nursery Caregiver 

Kelsey Schmitz _______________Nursery Caregiver 

Carlie Matye ________________Nursery Caregiver 

Laura Emerson ______________Nursery Caregiver 

Mary & Johnny Wasson _______Custodians 

Newsletter submissions 
are due on the 20th of 

every month!  
 

Beginning with the June 
newsletter we will no 

longer be sending it by 
mail to cut expenses. 

Let us know if you need 
it hand delivered.  

Otherwise, copies are 
available in the church 

narthex. 

We are looking for  

volunteers to help with 

the mowing in the back 

fields at FCC.  

We have a lawn mower 

here and its usually done 

about once or twice a 

month.  

Please contact Jason 

Braun if you are  

interested in helping. 
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Dear Friends at FCC, 

  I want to say how much I thank you and appreciate all 
you did for me and my family during my daughter’s illness and 
passing.  

  Special thanks, 

  To Gregory for being with us the afternoon of her  

  transition, 

  To Lenore for arranging the floral and picture display at 

  her memorial,  

  To my shepherding group who prepared the lovely  

  reception,  

  To Mary, Jennifer, and Cecilia for the beautiful music,  

  To Joyce and Charles for their love and support always,  

  To everyone who sent beautiful cards and for your  

  prayers .  

Thank you all and may you be blessed in a very special way.  

May God bless our church! 

- There’s a lot of love at FCC -  

Love, Francis Mitchell & family 
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We need to reach our goal of 3000 lbs. Let’s step up 
and help stock the shelves! 

The items most needed by the Food Bank: 

Canned fruits and vegetables 

Macaroni and cheese 

Pasta and pasta sauce 

Soup and chili 

     Rice and beans (1 lb bag preferred) 

Peanut butter and jelly 
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