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Fellowship Lunch
Sun. Nov. 17th
Watch for an
email with
more information.

Every Wednesday
5:30 PM—Youth C.O.W.
5:45 PM—Handbells
7:00 PM—Choir
Come join the FUN!

Male Call
November 2nd
@ 8 AM
Men of all ages
are welcome to
join in
fellowship and
breakfast!

Door Decorating
Contest Begins
Sun. Nov. 24th
Start Decorating your door
with your
Shepherding Group!

KidTIME
Sun. Nov. 10th
Directly after
worship!
They will be visiting
The Regent!
Lunch is provided!

Decorating the
Church for
Christmas
Sun. Nov. 24th
Directly
after worship

Budget &
Nominations
Oct 27th—Publish
in the Narthex
Nov 17th—
Congregation
Voting

Thanksgiving
Holiday
Special
Service on Nov 24th
Office will be
Closed Nov. 28-29th

Meetings

Youth Sponsor Meeting
November 5th 5:30 PM
Personnel Meeting
November 10th 11:30 AM
Finance Committee
Nov. 11th @ 6:30 P.M.
Membership Committee
Nov. 14th @ 10:00 A.M.
Congregation Meeting
November 17th 11:30 AM
Christian Education Committee
Nov. 18th @ 6:00 P.M.
Church Board Meeting
Nov. 19th @ 6:30 P.M.
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Thanksgiving is nearby and a great time to tell those near
and dear how thankful you are for them.
We here at FCC are thankful for
each and everyone of you!
You make us who we are.
We wish you the Best Wishes while visiting your friends
and family over the Thanksgiving Holiday.
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”
–John F. Kennedy
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Coral Blagg

November 3

Hunter Braun

November 5

Tory Davis

November 5

Audrey Player

November 5

Deborah McCullough

November 6

Wayman Mullins

November 10

Maggie Breed

November 13

Ben Tureaud

November 13

Albert Lorber

November 14

Ray Scott

November 14

Johnny and Mary
Wasson

James Cape

November 16

November 22

Robert Updegrove

November 17

Camryn Williams

November 18

Joy Pardo

November 19

Karen Stone

November 22

Lorry Hebert-Brown

November 23

Gayle Morris

November 23

Keith McCollum

November 24

Sandra Braun

November 25

Gene Fraley

November 26

Wendell Wilson

November 26

Alice Ballard

November 27

Dawn Jester

November 30

Sue and Larry
Diegelman
November 4

We continually update the
church membership database. If you find an error in
a birthday or anniversary
date or if you are left off the
list, we offer our sincerest
apologies. Please email
fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact
the office.
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This is our national month of Thanksgiving. It is a beautiful season of the year,
with cooling temperatures, much-needed rains, football games, and gatherings of family and friends. It's my favorite season of the year!
Thanksgiving celebrations are documented as early as the 1500's in North
America. The most well-known and revered occasion is the one held at Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1621, a three-day event that included about 53 Pilgrims and 90 American Indians. It was common for New England colonists to
regularly celebrate “thanksgivings”, days of prayer thanking God for various
blessings.
Thanksgiving should be a characteristic of all Christians. Not just for one day,
or even one month each year. From the apostle Paul:
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. --Philippians 4:4-7
(NIV)
Let us use this time of year as an opportunity to practice being thankful. Yes,
practice! Thanksgiving is a natural outgrowth of having faith that our loving
and all-powerful Father is sustaining us and nourishing us, no matter what
our circumstances may be. God is good! All the time! In good times and also
in bad times.
If being thankful as a daily practice is a new notion, try reading Psalm 106. It is a
beautiful expression of faith and thanksgiving, and it gives us some ideas about
how and why to be thankful. Here are the opening lines:
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Praise the Lord.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise?
Blessed are those who act justly,
who always do what is right.
Remember me, Lord, when you show favor to your people, come to my aid
when you save them, that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, that I
may share in the joy of your nation and join your inheritance in giving praise.
Thanksgiving is first of all a feeling of trust in God....who is good....whose love
never ends....who does powerful deeds beyond human ability or comprehension....who blesses his people....and who listens to us when we cry to him for
help.
In this psalm the history of the nation is reviewed. It is a history of people failing
to keep the faith, of hardship and distress, followed by an awakening to what has
happened and a plea for God to restore his people. We don't seem to have
changed much over the centuries. We, as they, can sometimes lose our way. And
when we come to ourselves, we may realize that we need God's help. And he is
there for us. He can help us through our hard times. No matter what happens, we
learn from experience that we are not alone. Just as in Psalm 106, we can increase
our thankfulness if we will take the time to reflect on our own personal history.
Look back over your life. Think about the good times, but also the bad times. Did
you find yourself asking God for help? What was the answer? Was it exactly what
you expected? Probably not. But was it something that helped? Probably so. I believe when we reflect on our own personal history we can see the loving and powerful hand of God there. In my own life, I am amazed at what has happened,

how I was helped in ways that I couldn't have imagined or planned for, in
ways that it turns out were better for me than what I wanted. Do you see
that in your history?
Let us praise God. Because he is good, he is good to us, all the time. His
love never ends. Thank God!
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Youth News
Thank you to all who attended the first youth lunch fundraiser.
With your generosity we raised $575. The youth really appreciate
your support!!
Nov 8-10 – Kyle, Traci, Desiree, Caleb, Alex, Aubrey, Wayne, Sean
Michael, Lily, Jason & I will be heading to Camp Gonzo for CYF Fall
Rally. The theme for Fall Rally is “Shout to the Lord”, the scripture
is Psalm 71:23 & the keynoter is Brazos Condra.
Nov 23rd – we will be travelling to Rolling Oaks church in San
Antonio for ROCC out with your box out.
Nov 24th – we will be helping with the Hanging of the Greens &
then enjoying a backwards progressive dinner
C.O.W. will not be the 2nd Sunday this month because we will be
at Gonzo for Fall Rally. We will be doing breakfast on
I am so very thankful for all the Youth and their amazing hearts!
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Many of us spend hours on outward appearances but how much time do
we all spend on our inner character? The youth activity this month was a
scavenger hunt at the Outlet Mall. However, for this hunt they had to find
members of FCC instead of items. Some of the members were in
“disguise”. This activity made the youth pay more attention to people
they were walking by. We closed with a devotion about not judging others by appearances & to not let those first impressions keep you from actually getting to know someone. (1 Samuel 16:7) That when we judge others, God is judging us the same. We are to encourage others to live a life
that is pleasing to God, but only after we have examined our own lives
(Matthew 7:1-5). We ended with a challenge to each other. A challenge to
love others no matter who they are, what path they have taken or if they
have hurt you personally. If we show this love & light that we have within
us, then who knows the number of hearts we can touch in the process
(Galatians 5:13-15). A big thank you to the adults who “hid” for the youth.
Without you this would have not been possible!
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Teri & Chase Stapp hosted 15 youth for a
Halloween Boofett & costume contest. The youth
could not get enough of Teri’s Ghost Toasties &
eyeball cake balls. They played a few games of
sardines in the dark & then gathered around the
fire ring for S’mores. There were lots of great
costumes, but Caleb won with his Girl Scout
costume.
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Check out the
website for pictures
from our recent
events!
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UNI-VERSITY
(United in Diversity)

Bobcat Supper
Join us for a mixed contemporary worship service on Wednesday evenings during the Fall and Spring semesters. We have a great home-cooked meal prepared by local supporters, UCM students and Staff. Bobcat Supper is more than a free meal. It is an informal worship service with an emphasis on group discussion
and fellowship. We meet at 5:30pm and are finishing dessert by 7:00 - 7:15.

Higher Grounds Coffee House
The Higher Grounds Coffee House opens each weekday morning from 8:30 to 12:00. It is a great place to
enjoy a complimentary cup of coffee and the company of Christian fellowship. We are using free trade
coffee produced on small holdings around Lake Yojoa in Honduras.

Wesley House
Our building is an ideal place for Christian fellowship. There are couches for relaxation and conversation,
quiet corners and a library for study, a TV to keep up with the news, and even a kitchen to prepare a snack
or two. If you are a musician there are a couple of rooms to practice. The building is open all day and well
into the evening.

Rwanda: July 2014
It's offical!
The UCM-Wesley is going to Rwanda in July through True Vineyard Ministries!
For more information email Ryan Jenson at ryan@ucmwesley.org
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Children’s Education
KidTIME
In October we had to postpone our visit to The Regent…..It has been
rescheduled for November 10. Our children will be visiting The Regent during
KidTIME. We will be visiting with FCC members, playing games and spreading
good cheer to all of the residents. If your child is in grades Kindergarten
through 5th grade, we hope they will join us. We will need some parental help
this month with transportation and chaperoning. See Mattie for more
information.

Great Games, Cute Costumes, Family Fun…..
Special thanks to all the members who participated in this year’s Fall Festival.
What fun to gather for fellowship with one another…and, in costume!
This event was supported by many, including: Our Amazing Youth, The
Fellowship Committee (fabulous food-again!), Denise & Keith Ralph, Shawn
Colson, Jason Braun, Mac Howard, Carlie Matye, Kelsey S___, Connie Burke,
Mary Wasson, Jennifer Roberts, Linda Ross, Gary Swenson, Brent Ferguson,
Stephanie Haverda and Gregory Ross.
And, of course, THANKS to all the parents. Your children make everything at
FCC super special for all of us! What a blessing they are in our lives!!
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Christian
Education
A new Sunday School class is being offered for ALL of
you who would love to discuss how the Word applies to
your daily life.
With The Wired Word, you'll have everything you need
to link the latest headlines to appropriate Scripture.
Each weekly lesson includes biblical commentary and
discussion questions related to a topic in the news that
week!
We will:
Relate current events to relevant Scripture.
Encourage group dialogue on how the verses covered each week apply to everyday life.
Engage group members with thought-provoking,
stimulating discussions on the messages contained in
the biblical texts covered each week.
Apply biblical truths to today's culture.
Join us in Room 110 on Sunday mornings. Make sure
to give us your email and we will get the lesson to you
in advance so you have time to read over it and the
scriptures for the week. Hard copies will be available in
class Sunday morning.
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Devoted Disciples
Each week one adult volunteer will help Katherine
with this incredible group of students.
Our Devoted Disciples for the month of October are:

3– Linda Ross
10– Andi Shimek
17– Joye Blankenship
24– Terri Stapp
If you would like to help in our Children’s Church you
may sign up in the Narthex
(We have 2 opening in December!)
or contact Mattie at mattie@fcc-sm.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Blessed Babes &
Little Lambs

Birth-2years

Miss Kelsey, Mrs. Stories, Songs &
Carlie
Sweet Friends

Amazing Angels

3-4 years

Miss Katherine

Shining Stars

Kinder-2nd grade Mrs. Andi

Explore Bible
People

Faithful Followers

3rd-5th grade

Grow Through
the Bible

Chi Rho Sunday
School

6th-8th grade

CYF Sunday School 9th-12th grade

Mrs. Bonnie

Discover God’s
Love

The Word See It,
Experience It,
Mrs. Rita
Believe It
Seasons Encore
Mrs. Denise, Mr. following the
Keith
Revised Common
Lectionary

The Sojourners

Adult

Mr. Jim Davis

The Partnership
Class

Adult

Mrs. Linda Vetters

Faith in Action

Adult

Rev. Gregory Ross

The Wired Word

Adult

Group Discussion
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CBS IS A GREAT
PLACE TO COME

TOGETHER
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Budget & Nominations
Oct 27th—
Info was
published in
the Narthex
Nov 17th—
Congregation
Voting

Butterfly Group
Meets
Tuesday
Nov. 8th
7 P.M.
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Peter Sklar

|

Reservations required: mattie@fcc-sm.org
Nov. 13 6:30pm

An eye opening, behind the scenes view of the entertainment world for parents & teens by the renowned, Harvardeducated expert who’s shaped the lives and careers of thousands of young stars of Broadway, Dance, TV, & Film.
www.gettingstartedinthearts.com

Goal: To help families in need throughout Hays County enjoy the comfort and tradition of a Thanksgiving
meal prepared at home.
When: The Hays County Food Bank distributes
“turkey boxes” every November. The fundraising campaign runs from October 1 through November 30.
How: We purchase all of the frozen turkeys and traditional trimmings that go into the boxes from H-E-B.
The boxes are then assembled on site at H-E-B #1 in
San Marcos with the help of volunteers and H-E-B
employees. The monetary donations we receive during the campaign cover the costs of the turkey boxes.
Any excess donations are used to support our operation year round.
Where: Contact Stephanie at the office to make a donation. She will be set up in the Narthex to collect as
well.
Numbers served: In 2012, more than 2,900 families
(11,113 individuals) received Thanksgiving turkey boxes from us.
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Music Notes

I am excited to announce the chancel choir will be performing the
Christmas cantata, I Hear the Prophet Callin’ by Peper Choplin, on the
December 22nd service. We are still looking for voices to join with us, and are
open to receiving more members for the cantata rehearsal. Choir practice on
Wednesdays has been extended to 8:30, and those who just want to sing for
the cantata are welcome to come around 7:30 rather than the 7:00 start time
for regular choir members. Although, we are always open to new members of
the choir anytime, so feel free to come when you would like.
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The Joyful Noise Ringers, our hand bell choir, are also back in session,
starting rehearsals on Wednesdays from 5:45PM-6:45PM. We are always
looking for more ringers, and there is no prior experience necessary. We will
perform once-twice a month during on our regular services, and for other
occasions at our church as well.
I am also excited to announce two new programs that will be starting very
soon at First Christian Church, and they are the addition of a praise and
worship band and a children’s choir. The praise band will begin rehearsals on
January 5th, and will have rehearsals every Sunday during the afternoon, time
still to be announced. A praise and worship service will start after Easter on
late Sunday afternoons or evenings. We are accepting members 12 and up to
play instruments and sing with us in the praise group. Please email me if you
are interested at brent@austinclassicalguitar.org. Our children’s choir will be
starting rehearsals soon, and the exact start time and date will be announced
in the next few weeks. If you know of a child who might be interested 11 years
or younger, please let me know at the same email address.
I look forward to a wonderful cantata and the start of a new year with
new musical ministries for our youth and adults and many pleasant surprises
for our congregation.
Sincerely,
Brent Ferguson
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Thankful For

Helping Hands

Elders & Deacons
November 3
Intinction

November 10 November 17
Intinction

November 24
Elders:

Elders:

Elders:

Elders:

Louise and

Joe and Rae
Bostwick

Jackie Cable

Charles and

Wayman Mullins

Jim Davis

Bernice Scott

Linda Vetters

Deacons:

Deacons:

Chase Stapp

Deacons:

Paul Sutphen
(TL)

Deacons:

Crystal Baker
(TL)

Louis Olenick
(TL)

Roy Enright

JP Bach

Bonnie Wilson
(TL)

Cole Stapp

Mikka Bach

Kyle Stapp

Denise Ralph

Mark Kremkus

Paige Sutphen

Jennifer Roberts

Teri Stapp

Communion:

Communion:

Wendell Wilson

Communion:

Jackie Cable

Communion:

Rae Bostwick
and Crystal
Baker

Linda Ross

Crystal Baker

Gareth Fowler

Schedule of Children’s Sermon: Schedule of Lay Leaders:

3 – Rae Bostwick
10 – Erin Brackney
17– Bonnie Whittington
24 – Thanksgiving Special

3— Louise Mullins
10— Stephanie Haverda
17— Crystal Baker
24—

LAY LEADERS NEEDED! SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX!
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New Member
Highlight

Traci Tucker

We are excited at how
well are
Stuffed Animal
Mission Project
Is going!
If you have any animals to donate,
please bring them to
the church office.
We are spreading
God’s love one animal
at a time!
Church Staff:

My name is Traci Tucker. I am the
second oldest of 6 children. I am a
senior at San Marcos High School.
(Go Rattlers!) I enjoy theatre, my
youth group, and my family. I spend
most of my time with Kyle, studying,
and sleeping. After high school I
plan on attending Texas State University and starting the crazy thing
we call life.

Rev. Gregory Ross ___________
Stephanie Haverda __________
Mattie Howard ______________
Brent Ferguson _____________
Rae Bostwick _______________
Britney Richey ______________
Cecilia Peña ________________
Katherine Reed _____________
Kelsey Schmitz ______________
Carlie Matye________________
Laura Emerson ______________
Mary & Johnny Wasson _______

Minister
Administrator
Education Director
Music Director
Treasurer
Bookkeeper
Organist
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Custodians
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Meals on Wheels
needs YOU!
Contact Margie Harmon
if you are interested
in helping!
512.353.0129
don223@centurytel.net
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Newsletter submissions are due on the 20th of
every month!
Beginning with January we will be going to a
quarterly newsletter.
In addition to email, we will be providing more
printed copies in the Narthex!
We need to reach our goal of 3000 lbs. Let’s step up
and help stock the shelves!
The items most needed by the Food Bank:
Canned fruits and vegetables
Macaroni and cheese
Pasta and pasta sauce
Soup and chili
Rice and beans (1 lb bag preferred)
Peanut butter and jelly
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