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Mama Mia
Italian Lunch
th
July 14 @ 11:30 A.M.
Come support FCC
while our youth
serve you lunch.
$6 (12+) $3 (3-12)
Free (under 3)

Happy 4th of July
Thurs. July 4th
Office will be closed for
the
holiday. We will resume
normal business hours
Friday.
Alec’s Last
Worship Service
July 7th @ 10:00
Join us to send Alec
of with love and
hear him preach
one more time.
Finance Committee
July 8th @ 6:30 P.M.
Board Meeting
July 9th @ 6:30 P.M.
Christian Ed.
July 22nd @ 6:00 P.M.
Worship Committee
Meeting
July 14th @ 11:30 A.M.

Camp Hope
July 8-26th
What a great outreach
we have here at FCC.
Prayers and support are
gladly welcomed.
July Camps
Beginners – 6/30 – 7/3
Junior – 7/7 -7/12
ChiRho – 7/21-7/27
Don’t forget to write letters to our campers.

Butterfly Group
Tues. July 9th
7:00 PM @ FCC
Ladies, come learn
and grow with us.

Mission Trip to
New Orleans
Please pray for our guys
and girls that are going.
We will have an active
blog on the website that
you can follow what is
going on.
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Mary Wasson
July 1
Amberly Schlanger
July 2
Karen Jennings
July 4
Charlene Johnson
July 9
Keith Ralph
July 9
Layne Cape
July 10
Teri Stapp
July 10
Summerlyn Schlanger July 13
Jim Coley
July 14
Jason Braun
July 15
Teela Herman
July 16
Mercy Miller
July 16
Noah Baker
July 18
Margo Gregory
July 18
Hunter McCollum
July 20
Marco Nance
July 20
Caitlin Pardo
July 20
Margie Harmon
July 23
Scott Mann
July 23
Nathan Baker
July 25
Rae Bostwick
July 25
Noah Herman
July 27
Susan Pruett
July 27
Ruth Willbern
July 28
Brad French
July 30

…to many more years of
happiness and love!
Pat & Petra Duran

July 5

Martin Briceno
& Darlene Morris

July 6

Art & Charlene Johnson July 6
Armando & Melinda Pacheco
July 7
Gregory & Linda Ross

July 12

Ray & Kathy Scott

July 14

Marlene & Jerry Weidman
July 18
Mac & Mattie Howard

July 20

Linda & Clifford Vetters

July 24

Crystal & Nathan Baker July 27
Scott & Emily McKinney July 30
Please note that we continually update the church membership database. If you find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if you are
left off the list, we offer our sincerest
apologies. Please email fcc@fccsm.org or contact the office.
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Years ago I came across a cartoon that depicted Adam and Eve being driven from the Garden
of Eden. Adam was turned toward Eve, and he was saying, “Eve, we are living in a time of
great transition!”
So it is. And even though we don't always want to see changes, they are inevitable. It is almost a part of the definition of what it means to be alive. As long as we live we experience
continual change. It does no good to wish it were otherwise. We will stop growing, stop learning, stop aging – stop changing – only when we stop living.
Some changes are easy, even welcomed. When a baby is born, that is a cause for celebration.
Watching it grow is healthy and good. We mark the baby's first steps, then sooth and encourage it when walking results in the first skinned knee. Sometimes the changes don't seem fast
enough, like when we are going through the terrible two's, and then again when we are experiencing our childrens' terrible teens. But, as parents, at some point it usually dawns on us
that our childrens' growth and change is going too fast. I remember my daughter's birth like it
was yesterday. I wasn't quite ready for her to go to college. Then she was married. Now I'm
watching my two grand babies, growing so fast. I find myself asking, how can children grow up
so fast while we remain so young?
We experience all kinds of changes. From the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes there is a list
of changes:
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (NIV)
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Most of the times in this list are not something over which we have much control. They are
the stuff of life, they are what it means to be part of a larger world, greater than any one of
us. They are the experience of family, of neighbors, of communities, of nations, of seasons, of
economics, of politics, of generations, of the world.
We can't and don't control most of the changes in our lives. What we can control is how we
respond to them. One of my favorite passages from the Apostle Paul is this:
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV)
Two events in our church have prompted my reflections on the inevitability of change. Or rather, two people. Anne Weaver, our Director of Music, and Rev Alec Ylitalo, our Associate Minister, are leaving us. Because of the quality of their lives and hearts, this change, though inevitable, is not tragic. We, First Christian Church, San Marcos, love them. We don't want them to
go. But our circumstances require it. We will miss them greatly. They have each, in their own
way, contributed to our lives. They have encouraged and inspired us. We have formed a bond
that can never be broken. Though we will feel the loss of their absence, we wish them both
well. Life goes on, and they will leave something of themselves with us, and take something of
us with them. Our friendship will not change, it will last forever.

Anne and Alec,
Thank-you for your time with us.
Go with God.
Farewell.
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My dear church family,
We have had such a wonderful time together over the past year and a half, and
it is with great sadness that I am finishing up my time with you this month.
However, I know that there are great things on the horizon for both of us. I see
the many blessings that abound in this congregation, and where they will carry
you in the future. Continue to live into the ministry that God calls you in San
Marcos, the community needs to continue to see the light of Christ shining
from FCC!
In my time here, the love and grace that have been shown to me at FCC in my
first full-time ministry have been far-reaching, and mean more than you know.
I have grown in ministry as well as personally quite a bit even in this short
amount of time and it’s thanks to your loving support. I hope that I will be able
to make you proud as I go from this place to continue my journey of ministry. I
will always take your kind words, constructive criticism, and touching prayers
with me wherever I may go.
As I leave, I have an important challenge for you, and that is to love and support the youth and young adults of the church with all of your hearts. Make
sure that you are a huge part of their lives and in turn that they know what a
huge part of the church they are and can be. These young people are an incredible asset to FCC, I hope you already know that. Be the spiritual leaders
that they need to develop into the same incredible spiritual leaders of their
generation. This is one of the most important things that you can do as a
church, I hope that you continue to bless them and invest in their lives, because from what I’ve seen, they all have such bright futures in the church and
in the world!
I thank you friends, family, you truly have made an impact on my life and I look
forward to keeping up with you in the many years to come. You are always welcome to keep me updated on what’s going on, and will always be in my heart
and in my prayers. Again, I say thank you, and hope that I have in turn been
some kind of blessing to you. May God continue to bless you and keep you.
Love in Christ,
Alec
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For those of you that may have missed my concert the other night (or for those who need
the reminder), I want to reiterate a little bit of what I said.
I grew up in a Christian household and music has always been part of my life. From my dad
singing “Sweet Caroline” to me as a baby, to my Wee Sing Bible Songs cassette tape I listened
to as a child, to learning to play the piano, I have been surrounded by music from my youngest days. When I was 15 and I wrote my first piece of music, I knew that music would be not
only my hobby but my passion and my career. When I was 17, I was introduced to college
level music theory and I knew I wanted to be a college music theory professor. That was my
ultimate dream. I was going to go straight from the Bachelor’s to the Master’s to the Ph.D.
After four years of undergrad, the dream held strong and the plans were moving forward as
scheduled. In 2006, I moved to San Marcos to begin my graduate work at Texas State.
Graduate school was rough for me – not because it was hard, but because it was sad. I knew
I wanted to teach, but I was constantly told that my focus had to be research and teaching
was secondary. I found the academic musical world to be snobby and joyless. In all of my
graduate work, I only like one of my music classes. I still loved music and I loved theory but I
couldn’t bear the thought of 3+ more years of writing papers while passing the work I cared
about (teaching) off to assistants.
When I graduated in 2008, I decided not to go on for the Doctorate. I told myself at the time
that it was just temporarily on hold, but the truth was I was heart-broken. I thought I had
been doing what I had been called for. I thought I was becoming who I was supposed to be. I
was completely lost.
That’s when Claire French asked me to be the music director here at FCC. I said no. Then she
asked if I would fill it while they looked for someone and I said okay. I was sending out applications for community college teaching jobs and trying my hardest to get out of San Marcos.
I wish there was a specific instance I could point to and say, “That was it!” I’m not sure what
changed me. But where my old dream was dead and buried, a new dream was growing. I
loved directing the choir. I loved picking music. I loved all of it.
Now I can’t imagine doing anything other than church music. I can’t believe I didn’t see it all
along. I’ve found my TRUE calling and I owe it to FCC. I can never say thank you enough for
what you’ve done for me. These have been 7 of the hardest – and best – years of my life.
I love you all. I will miss you more than you know. Thank you for being a part of who I am.

Anne Weaver
P.S. My concert was recorded. Contact the church office if you would like a copy.
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“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, but also believe” - Unknown

LETTERS TO CAMP
Please take some time to write a note to our campers. They have mail call every day & each
camper that receives mail has to do something really silly & sometimes embarrassing to receive their mail. Ask some of our campers to share with you the silliest thing they have done
for a letter.
Campers love receiving mail during their week at camp, so I encourage all of you to send a
quick note! Please allow several days for mail (especially packages) to get to the camp, so
mail them early. Address all camp mail to:
Camper Name
to
I am looking forward
y
an
m
g
in
accomplish
glory
great things for the
uth
of God as the FCC yo
u
group…hopefully yo
!
e!
will join m
Shawn Colson
(512) 757-2521

Camp Name
673 Private Road 3381
Gonzales, TX, 78629

On July 8th we will be leaving for our mission trip to
New Orleans. We will be posting pictures as well as a
daily blog to keep you updated on how we are experiencing God’s handiwork & spreading His love throughout our journey!! Please check it every day!

With Alec leaving FCC for his next adventure on his journey of life, I will be transitioning in to work with our youth.
The definition of a shepherd is: somebody providing guidance; somebody who is responsible for caring for and guiding a group of people. I am looking forward to shepherding our youth on their journey of faith & all the adventures
that we decide to attempt as FCC youth!! I would like to give you an idea of future plans that I have.
lock-ins (I typically try to have 3 a year)
start back up with the Middle in the Fall
plan a camping trip as well as a beach trip
a few more fundraisers
several service type projects throughout the year
at least one fun outing a month (I have too many ideas to list here)
Gonzo work days
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oung Adults
If you are interested in
leading the Young Adult
group once Rev. Alec
leaves, please contact
the office so you can get
plugged in! This is a
wonderful ministry with
some eager students of
the faith!

We are
currently planning some YA
events. As they
come together
we will
announce them
in service and
by email.

Come See
Alec Preach
his last
Sunday
July 7th &
help us show
him love!

If you feel led to be a
lay leader we will no
longer be setting aside
certain Sundays for
that. Please let Stephanie know or look for a
sign up sheet in the
Narthex!
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BEGINNER’S CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3 JUNIOR CAMP JULY 7-12

Children at Camp Gonzo
We have two children attending Beginners Church Camp in Gonzales for the first time
this summer. Please take a moment to say a prayer for and write a letter to Garrison
Bach, Mitchell Howard and second year camper, Demarcus Richardson. Beginners
Camp begins Sunday, June 30 and they will return on Wednesday, July 3. Maggie
Mossler will be a counselor during Beginners Camp and promises to keep a special
watch over our campers!
Mac Daniel Howard, Jackson Karlik and Sierra Richardson will all be attending Juniors
Camp July 7-12. As always, we ask you to write letters to our campers and drop them
off in the office so we can deliver them the week of camp. Please keep these young
people in your prayers.
Summer Sunday School
July is always a month for SUMMER VACATIONS and I’m sure this July is no different.
So, Sunday School classes may be small, but they are all still ON! So, if you are in
town, please come join us Sunday morning at 9am for study and fellowship.
Plans are underway for our fall classes. If you have an idea for a class or feel led to
teach or facilitate a class, please contact Mattie Howard immediately! The Education
Committee is working diligently to make sure we are ready for our Sunday School
Kickoff, Sunday August 25.

UPCOMING SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENT:
Mark your calendars for Promotion
Sunday, Sunday School Kick Off and
Blessing of the Backpacks….
all happening August 25!
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Additional Adult Christian Education
Opportunities beginning in September
I would like to encourage our members to take advantage of two studies that will be
held at First Christian Church this fall. Community Bible Study is once again going to
be holding their women, preschool and elementary children home school Bible study
on Wednesday mornings. An exciting addition is going to happen this fall with a coed
class being offered on Thursday evenings. Both classes will be studying Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and James. I have been involved with
CBS for over 11 years and it truly has helped me grow in biblical knowledge and in my
faith. If you are looking for an indepth Bible Study, I would highly encourage you to
attend a CBS class this fall. I’d be happy to share my CBS experience with you
(mattie@fcc-sm.org) or you can contact Teresa Hudson at thundson@axs4u.net or
Linda Hewlett at 512.754.1154 for information on the Wednesday morning class or
Patty Willis at pwillis@vownet.net for information on the Thursday evening class.
CBS EVENING CLASS MEET & GREET, AUGUST 1ST AT 7:00 P.M. @ FCC

Education Committee is looking for New Members
The Christian Ed. Committee is an incredibly dedicated group of people. We meet
every month on the third Monday at 6pm. With the restructuring of committees, our
committee has been given more responsibilities. With those responsibilities we need
more church members to get involved. We are specifically looking for people to work
with Bible studies for Men and Women and other Adult education opportunities. If
you would like to join our committee, please contact Mattie at mattie@fcc-sm.org

NEXT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING
WILL BE ON JULY 22ND AT 6 PM!
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Check out
VBS pics
On the
Website

To all of the VBS Volunteers…..
There were so many incredible moments from Camp Wildwoods. Special thanks to all of you, our
fantastic, dedicated volunteers. You helped sing, craft, share stories and play games….you helped
keep children on schedule and safe…you helped decorate and clean….you participated in skits and
took pictures….and the one group I keep thinking about and want to send an extra big THANK YOU
to is our Fellowship Team who cooked dinner for over 100 people every night!!!! Jo Lynn Swenson,
Gary Swenson, Jason Braun, Joye Blakenship, Margie Harmon, Bonnie Warren, Mary Greene,
Ronel Adkins, Patrick McGuire, Linda Ross, & Kaye Steeno without you and your yummy dinners
VBS just wouldn’t be the same. Dinner is an incredible blessing to the families (and volunteers)
who attend each year and I know we wouldn’t have the turn out we have were it not for you and
your faithful service.
Please know that I truly appreciate all of you and most importantly, you showed the love of Christ
to each person who walked through the doors of FCC during Camp Wildwoods. We are a strong
body of faith and action. Praise be to God!
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
With all of my love and gratitude,
Mattie Howard

Camp Wildwoods….A Wild Success!
Do you know how many children’s lives were touched at VBS? I do….78!
That’s right, over 5 nights we had 78 children attend Camp Wildwoods. FCC-San Marcos truly
knows how to welcome, love, and minister to our neighbors. I am so proud to be a part of a congregation that loves children and sees the importance of planting seeds in their young hearts. As
the children learned on the third night of VBS….Jesus asks us to Follow Him and to become Fishers
of Men….First Christian Church-Disciples of Christ, San Marcos…..you are Following Jesus and you
are Fishing for Men, Women and Children. Amen!
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Thank you to all the staff of Camp Wildwoods VBS!
You all helped to make it a great success!
Mattie Howard

TJ Nixon

Mikka Bach

Stephanie Haverda

Rachel Greenwood

Carlie Matye

Connie Burke

Maggie Mossler

Kelsey Schmitz

Alec Ylitalo

Traci Tucker

Andrew Hanson

JP Bach

Kristi Carson

Keith Shimek

Teela Herman

Rita McGuire

Crystal Baker

Bonnie Warren

Teri Stapp

Jennifer Roberts

Mary Greene

Susan Updegrove

Andi Shimek

Jason Braun

Robert Updegrove

Sandra Ellison

Mary Skidmore

Kennedy Braun

Shawn Colson

Susan Ballard

Anne Weaver

Gina Pruett

Laura (music)

Aubrey Ellison

Margie Harmon

Alyssa Updegrove

Linda Vetters

Gary Swenson

Kyle Stapp

Elisha Valenzuela

Linda Ross

Ashley

Gregory Ross

Bryan Avila

Terri Barry

Kelly Calvo

Desiree Richardson

Steve Digby

Tessa Haverda

Kaye Steeno

MacDaniel Howard

Sean Michael McGuire
Ian McGuire
Kate Garvin
Gabe Garcia
Gayle Morris
Victoria

Laura Emerson
Melissa De Pau
Landon Kuhlman
Ronel Adkins

Patrick McGuire
JoLynn Swenson
Joye Blankenship
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The Middle
No Middle in July
Starting back in the Fall

We will continue to revamp The Middle for the
Fall so there will not be any Wednesday
program for the month on July. Be looking for
more details about the activities and classes we
will be having.

We will not be having Fellowship lunch in July. August
will be a End of Summer Bash with BBQ. .
Our traditional Fellowship Luncheons will resume the
third Sunday in September to celebrate.

Thank you to all the fellowship volunteers that
helped make VBS such a success!
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July 4th
OFFICE CLOSED

July 7th
Alec’s Farewell service
and celebration
10:00 AM

July 9th
Butterfly Group
Ladies, come for a
study & fellowship
7 PM

July 14th
Mission Trip Testimony
Come here what our
youth brought back!
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John 14:10-11 – Our relationship with Christ allows him to work through us.
When we abide in Christ, he abides in us through the Holy Spirit.

Have you ever wondered what the youth of FCC experience on their mission trip
every summer? Here is your chance to experience being the hands & feet of Jesus for yourself. Join us on a mission trip to the Brownsville area Aug 2nd thru 6th.
We will be working with Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries. The Mission of
Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries is to teach the love of Jesus Christ by
building a renewed sense of wholeness and dignity and by standing with those
who are broken, especially among refugees and those who are disenfranchised
and displaced. Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries is located in Bayview, Texas, near Los Fresnos, Texas, in the Rio Grande Valley, about a half-hour’s drive
from both Harlingen and Brownsville, Texas. Our work consists mainly of light
construction, painting, home repair, plumbing, and on some occasions, electrical
work. We will be staying in dorm style housing & will be sleeping in bunk beds.
You will need to bring your own bedding. Breakfast & a sack lunch will be provided each day. Dinner will be eaten out & will be an extra expense to you. If
you are interested, please fill out a registration form & turn it in with your deposit. If you need more information or have questions, please see Shawn Colson
or Cari Fowler.
What: Mission Trip to Brownsville area
When: Aug 2nd thru 6th
Who: anyone able to do light construction, painting & home repair
How much: $100 ($50 deposit & $50 on July 28th)
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Flocking season
has begun!

No matter your personal feelings on the pink plastic
lawn flamingo ornaments, and everyone does have
an opinion, I have never seen anyone that could
suppress a smile when they have fallen victim to a
pink flamingo flocking.
The youth of FCC are starting a FUNraiser called Flamingo Flocking. The FUNraiser will work as follows. If you would like to place
the flamingos in someone's yard fill out the form below and give it
to Shawn or Stephanie. The youth will then go flock the yard for
you. The flamingo’s will remain in that yard for a couple of days
OR that person can pay to have them removed early and taken to
another person’s yard OR you may buy insurance to keep your
yard from EVER being flocked!!!
We hope this FUNraiser will be lots of fun for everyone. The yard
does not have to belong to a church member either—if your
neighbors ask about it give them a form or my phone number.
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You’re Invited!
Mama Mia
Italian Lunch
spaghetti * salad * bread * dessert * iced tea

July 11th
11:30am – 2:00pm
Hosted by FCC Youth
Adult plate $6.00/donation
Child plate (3 & under) $3.00/donation
Tickets at the door $7/donation
To go plates will be available
*All proceeds go to Mission trip to Brownsville*
**We will kick off Flamingo Flocking FUNraiser**
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Scheduling
Elders and Deacons Schedule
July 7 Intinction

July 14

July 21 Intinction

July 28

Jackie Cable

Bernice Scott

Louise Mullins

Linda Vetters

Jim Davis

Charles Scott

Wayman Mullins

Chae Stapp

Bonnie Wilson (TL)

Roy Enright (TL)

Crystal Baker (TL)

Rita McGuire (TL)

Brad French

Mark Kremkus

Alyssa Updegrove

Sean-Michael McGuire

Linda Ross

Teela Herman

Robert Updegrove

Mac Howard

Wendell Wilson

Kennedy Braun

Susan Updegrove

Mattie Howard

Schedule of Children’s Sermon:

Schedule of Lay Leaders:

July 7 - Connie Burke

July 7 - Traci Tucker

July 14 - Erin Brackney

July 14 - Crystal Baker

July 21 - Bonnie Whittington

July 21 - Stephanie Haverda

July 28 - Mattie Howard

July 28 - Youth

LAY LEADERS NEEDED
We need lay leaders for August 4th & 11th.
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Newsletter submissions
are due on the 20th of
every month!

Congratulations to
Johnny and Mary Wasson
on the birth of their
Great Grandson,
Blake!

Beginning with the June
newsletter we will no
longer be sending it by
mail to cut expenses.
Let us know if you need
it hand delivered.
Otherwise, copies are
available in the church
narthex.
Church Staff:

We are looking for volunteers to
help with the mowing in the back
fields at FCC.
We have a lawn mower here and
its usually done about once or
twice a month.
Please contact Jason Braun if you
are interested in helping.

Rev. Gregory Ross ____________Senior Minister
Rev. Alec Ylitalo ______________Associate Minister
Stephanie Haverda ___________Church Secretary
Mattie Howard ______________EducationDirector
Anne Weaver _______________Music Director
Rae Bostwick ________________Treasurer
Britney Richey _______________Bookkeeper
Cecilia Peña _________________Organist
Katherine Reed ______________Nursery Caregiver
Kelsey Schmitz_______________Nursery Caregiver
Carlie Matye ________________Nursery Caregiver
Laura Emerson ______________Nursery Caregiver
Mary & Johnny Wasson _______Custodians
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SERVING FOOD AND SMILES
AT THE COTTAGE KITCHEN
Our church served lunch on Friday,
June 28th from 11 AM - 1 PM.

Thank you to all who donated items, helped as greeters
and servers, and came to eat lunch at the Cottage Kitchen.
We had another successful run and we could not have
done it without everyone who participated. It is so important
to our outreach mission and especially to our community to
help those in our own backyard! We look forward to any
help we can do in the future.
If you haven't noticed the amazing
new addition to FCC,
here is an exclusive look!
The Lorber memorial was designed
and constructed using the old FCC
steeple. It turned out better than we
could have imagined and we thank
everyone who helped to get it up.
Although we didn't get it up before
Albert left he has been sent pictures, which will no doubt help him
to get better to get back home to
Texas to see it in person! We would
like to do a dedication service for it
in the near future. When we have
more information on when he will
be back we will get those details
out.
Keep him in your prayers and don't
forget to visit the memorial garden!
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(RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED)

