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Every Wednesday 
5:30 PM—Youth C.O.W. 
5:45 PM—Handbells 
7:00 PM—Choir  
No Wednesday Activities 
Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st  

 
 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
& Door Decorating  

Contest  
December  1st 

During service &  
directly after worship. 

 

 
 
Poinsettia Memorial 
Deadline December 12th 
Order one in honor or  
celebration of a loved one. 
They add such warmth to 
our church during this 
season. 
 

 
Kidtime Pageant 

Rehearsal & 
Christmas Party 

Dec. 8th after 
worship service. 
Bring a gift for a 

child in need.  
 

Christmas Parent’s 
Night Out 

Friday Dec. 13th  
5:30—9:30 PM 

Catch up on some last 
minute shopping or 

wrapping while we do 
fun Christmas crafts! 

 

 

Christmas Pageant 
Sun. Dec. 15th  
During the worship 
service. Come enjoy 
the reason for the  
season from the kids  
point of view. 

 
 

Christmas Cantata 
Sun. Dec. 22nd  
During worship  

service.  
Come hear the music 

of the season!  
 

 
 
Christmas Eve 
Candle Light Service 
Dec. 24th  
7:00 PM  
We will be celebrating 
the coming of Christ 
with joyful worship! 
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December 

Meetings 

Shepherding Leader Meeting 
Dec. 1st @ 11:30 A.M.  
Visioning Committee  
Dec. 8th @ 11:30 A.M.  
Finance Committee  
Dec. 9th @ 6:30 P.M.  

Membership Committee 
Dec. 12th @ 10 A.M. 

Deacon Training 
Dec. 15th @ 12:30 P.M.  
Church Board Meeting  
Dec. 17th @ 6:30 P.M.  
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Warmest thoughts and best wishes through 

this wonderful holiday season and a happy 

new year.  

This Christmas may you know Him more fully 

through the love and grace he has so 

graciously  bestowed. May it bring only 

happiness to you and your loved ones!  



 5 

 

December 

Anniversaries 

 
 

 

Keith & Denise Ralph    

December 1 
 

Andi & Gary Shimek      

December 3 
 

Gordon & Deborah McCullough 

December 17 
 

W. C. & Jo Ann Carson 

 December 21 
 

Malcolm & Mildred Scott 

      December 24 

December 

Birthdays 
 

Tyler Stone    December 2 

Cindy Casparis   December 3 

Ryan McGowan   December 3 

Michelle Nance   December 7 

Roy Enright    December 12 

Tom Ballard    December 13 

Kent Schlotter    December 14 

Jimmie Everts    December 15 

Julia Herndon    December 15 

Bonnie Whittington   December 15 

Robert Pfeiffer    December 18 

Jackie Cable    December 19 

Dorothy Volk    December 19 

Art Johnson    December 20 

Gordon McCullough December 20 

Maggie Mossler   December 21 

Byron Augustin   December 22 

Rachael Mullins   December 22 

Gary Steeno    December 22 

Charlie Clayton   December 23 

Benge Elliott    December 23 

Frances Mitchell   December 23 

Brigid Lednicky  December 29 

Brigitte Bell    December 29 

Sarah Bower             December 30  

We continually update the 

church membership data-

base.  If you find an error in a 

birthday or anniversary date 

or if you are left off the list, 

we offer our sincerest apolo-

gies. Please email fcc@fcc-

sm.org or contact the office. 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org
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THANK YOU, LORD 
 

In this holiday season as we near the end of  the year we have much to be 
thankful for as a church family. That’s because we really are a family in 
Christ, we belong to one another, we sometimes just have to put up with 
each other, but for the most part we are really blessed because we have 
each other. With the Thanksgiving holiday passed we spent one worship 
service documenting and sharing the things and the people we are 
thankful for.  
 

One person, my wife, Linda, took the time to briefly express what she is 
thankful for with every member of  our church! It is 12 hand-written 
pages. I offer them to you for your consideration and shared 
appreciation. I did some minor editing, but she is the author, and we can 
undoubtedly all agree and add to these expressions. 
 

I also encourage you to consider the people in your life and in our church 
and make a point to let them know you are thankful for them and tell 
them some of the reasons you feel that way. We all could use a little 
encouragement. 
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 From the Apostle Paul to the Romans, chapter 12, verses 4-8: 

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let 
him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him 
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing 
mercy, let him do it cheerfully. (NIV) 

  

I want to thank everyone who has accepted the call to be our leaders this 
year: our Elders, our Deacons, our Board, our Committee chairs and 
members. You are helping us to fulfill our mission as disciples of Christ. 
Thank-you to everyone who has helped with our Sunday School 
program. Thank-you to our youth leaders. Thanks to Jim Davis and Roy 
Enright for weekly worship services at the Regent this year, and to all 
who have attended and helped with that effort. Thanks to all of you who 
have visited someone in the hospital or in someone’s home. Thanks to 
those who have made phone calls, sent cards, helped with food to 
families, helped with funeral services and meals, helped with Meals on 
Wheels, with KidTime, Fall Festival, School Fuel, the garage sale, youth 
fund-raisers and mission trip and camp and youth rallies, and VBS. 
Thanks to all who helped with our First Annual Homecoming. Thanks to 
you if you have dedicated yourself to daily prayer on behalf of our people 
who have requested the church to pray. Thanks to you who are new 
members this year for your willingness to share your faith with us and to 
become a part of our fellowship and commitment to serve others in the 
name of Christ. 

  

It has been a good year for our church. You are one of the reasons why. 
Thank you, Lord! 
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Sunday School News 

So much is happening during the Sunday School hour 

during the month of December!  PLEASE make every 

effort to have your children (and youth!!) here to prepare 

for our upcoming Christmas Pageant, decorate our 

Education Hallway, and of course, learn about the birth 

of our Savior! 

Adults will be busy too with lessons, and they also will be 

decorating the Education Hallway.  If you aren’t already 

involved in a class…this is the PERFECT time to join!   

The Sojourners   Conference Room  led by Jim Davis 
The Partnership Class  Parlor    led by Linda Vetters 
The Wired Word   Rm. 101    led by Chase Stapp 
Faith in Action   Fellowship Hall   led by Gregory Ross 

EDUCATION NEWS 
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NEW FUN EVENT FOR ALL! 
Do you like to decorate?  Do you enjoy the company of your 

church family?  Are you competitive??? 
Well, then do we have a deal for you…. 

This year we are having a FRIENDLY COMPETITION to see who 
can decorate a classroom door in the Education Hallway the 

best.  Be CREATIVE!   
The theme is ADVENT or EPHIPHANY!   

We have lots of colors of butcher paper available for use in the 
Education Closet.   Sunday School classes, Shepherding Groups, 

Special Groups (such as choir or hand bells) are all asked to 
participate.  Remember this should be a TEAM EFFORT!!  

Decorating may begin the week of November 29 and Judging 
will take place on Monday, Dec. 9.  The winners will be 

announced on Sunday, Dec. 15 during the Fellowship Lunch.  
There will be a FABULOUS PRIZE for the WINNING TEAM!!   

Please try to get your door decorated early so we can enjoy it 
for the majority of the season!   

If you have questions, please contact Mattie or Stephanie!  We 
can also tell you which doors are available for decorating. 

Door Decorating 
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KidTIME Christmas Party!! 
All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to a Christmas 
Celebration after church on Sunday, Dec. 8.  For this party we are asking 
children who are able to bring one NEW UNWRAPPED toy to share with a 
child in need this season.  The party will end at 1:30pm.  Babysitting will 
be available for younger siblings.  
Anyone in our congregation who would like to help with a simple meal 
for this event can contact Mattie. 
 

Parents Night Out 
On Friday night, December 13 from 5:30pm-9:30pm, all Children and 
Youth are invited to come participate in Parent’s Night Out!  We will eat 
dinner, play games AND PRACTICE FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!  It is 
imperative that everyone try to make it to this event so that we can all 
prepare for the pageant that will take place Sunday, December 15 during 
the 10am service.   Please RSVP to mattie@fcc-sm.org 
 
Parents, what a great opportunity to go shop, catch a movie, grab dinner 
or anything else your heart desires! 
 
 

Children Education 

mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org
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Annual Christmas Pageant December 15 
Don’t miss this year’s pageant.  Taking a break from the nontraditional 
pageants of the past couple of years, the children and youth will present 
a beautiful story for our congregation.  Come enjoy the story of the birth 
of our Savior during Sunday worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Santa Clause is coming to town! 
Don’t miss out on the exciting opportunity to say hello to Santa!  You can 
have your picture taken, share your list and remind him how good you 
have been this year.  He will be at First Christian Church on December 
15th during Fellowship Lunch.  Make sure you are here!! 
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Devoted Disciples 
Each week one adult volunteer will help Kathe-

rine with this incredible group of students.   
Our Devoted Disciples  

for the month of December are:  
(12/1) Rae Bostwick 

(12/8) Mattie Howard 
(12/15) Christmas Pageant/No C.C. 

(12/22) Cantata/ No C.C. 
(12/29) Youth service/ No C.C. 

If you would like to help in our Children’s Church 
you may sign up in the Narthex  

or contact Mattie at mattie@fcc-sm.org 

mailto:mattie@fcc-sm.org
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Blessed Babes &   
Little Lambs 

Birth-2years 
Miss Kelsey, Mrs. 
Carlie 

Stories, Songs & 
Sweet Friends 

Amazing Angels 3-4 years Miss Katherine 
Discover God’s 
Love  

Shining Stars Kinder-2nd grade Mrs. Andi 
Explore Bible   
People 

Faithful Followers 3rd-5th grade Mrs. Bonnie 
Grow Through   
the Bible 

Chi Rho Sunday 
School 

6th-8th grade Mrs. Rita 
The Word  See It, 
Experience It,   
Believe It 

CYF Sunday School 9th-12th grade 
Mrs. Denise, Mr. 
Keith 

Seasons Encore 
following the    
Revised Common 
Lectionary 

The Sojourners Adult Mr. Jim Davis 
  

The Partnership 
Class 

Adult Mrs. Linda Vetters 
  

Faith in Action Adult Rev. Gregory Ross   

The Wired Word Adult Group Discussion  

IN DECEMBER 
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Upcoming Youth Activities: 

Dec 1st  

 Youth lunch fundraiser 

Dec 8th  

C.O.W. Café breakfast  

before Sunday School 

Dec 18th  

Wimberley Trail of Lights during C.O.W.  

 

 

 

Dec 22nd  

Youth Christmas Party at the Stapp’s home at 6pm 

Dec 29th  

Youth Service 



 16 

 

C.O.W.’s CAFÉ 

Please support our Youth as they 
continue to raise funds for their Mission 

Trip to Moore, Oklahoma! 

Lunch Menu 

December 1st  

Opens @ 11:30  

Chili 

Love Offering Lunch 

Breakfast Menu 

Second Sunday of Every Month 

December 8th  

Open @ 8:30 A.M.  

Tacos - $2 or 2 for $3 
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“On November 8th thru 10th Jason & I took 10 of our FCC Youth to Fall Rally at 
Camp Gonzo. The scripture for Rally was Psalm 71:23 & the theme was Shout to 
the Lord. Our keynoter was Brazos Condra. He did an amazing job in conveying 
different ways to praise the Lord in music. Brazos is the creator of the song Mar-
velous Things that we sang at our last Youth Worship. He conveyed to the youth 
that God has done marvelous things in all of our lives. God has wonderfully and 
beautifully created each one of us. It is because of God that we are able to 
spread marvelous things around our community. He gave us a new perspective 
on a simple thing called breathing. Please join us on December 29th to see this 
video. Hopefully you will walk away with a new perspective as well!  

FALL RALLY 
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Music washes away  

from the soul  

the dust of  

everyday life.    

~Berthold Auerbach  
 

 

 

 

Without music  

life would  

be a mistake.  
 ~Friedrich Wilhelm  

Nietzsche 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be si-
lent.  ~Victor Hugo 
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This year at Fall Rally we learned many things, not just about our walk with God and our faith journey, 
but we learned something about ourselves too. Everyone learned that they can praise God any way 
they would like. Noisy or quiet, obvious or subtle, as long as you praise the Lord you cant be doing it 
wrong. Our keynoter, Brazos, taught us that God is not only IN every breath we take but that He IS eve-
ry breath that we take and it is through Him that we live. Through songs, stories & small group time, 
this weekend enlightened all the youth to God’s beautiful & awesome power. We can’t wait to attend 
Spring Rally!!! 

   -Traci Tucker 
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Fall Rally was my little weekend vacation away from the world. When I arrived at 
camp I was tired, rundown and farther away from God than I should have been. I 
walk in and immediately I feel like I can breathe again. I am greeted by friendly 
faces, both new and old, that I have been needing to see for a long time.  

 

Everyone at camp is so open & accepting. I am so thankful for Brazos who was the 
amazing keynoter at this Rally. He taught me to praise God through music. He 
taught me to look at things differently. For example did you say thanks to God this 
morning for the bed you slept on, the blankets that kept you warm, or what about 
the fact that you woke up at all? I am now grateful for the little things that i have 
take for granted.  Thank you God for rough drafts otherwise you would be con-
fused to no end.  

 

Leaving camp is always hard to do, but you always feel content and fulfilled. I al-
ways try to hold onto the things I learned and usually they slip away. This time I 
am determined to remember them and keep them close to my heart!! 

 

                -by Lilly Eliaz 
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“On November 24th the youth were treated to some good cooking during a Pro-
gressive Dinner. This dinner was a little different though…we started with dessert. 
At each house the youth were given 3 scriptures & they had to determine what 
was common about those scriptures.  The devotion during the dinner was to re-
mind us that we are offered salvation at the end, once we have eaten & been 
filled. We can never hunger by giving our lives to the bread of life (John 6:35). As 
much as we would like it, we cannot go from salvation (appetizers) straight to 
Heaven (dessert). We need to run the race as God has planned for us. Many 
times we fill up on the side dishes and forget about our personal relationship 
with God. A big thank you to the Swenson’s, The Stapp’s, the Herman’s & the 
Howard’s for providing the food & welcoming the youth into their homes!! ”  

BACKWARDS 
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YOUTH  
SPOTLIGHT 

Kennedy Braun as Ursula in The Little Mermaid 

Traci Tucker & Kyle Stapp as Romeo & Juliet 

“Our own FCC Thespians, Kennedy Braun played Ursula in The Little 
Mermaid & Kyle & Traci were Romeo & Juliet. Both plays were terrific & 

our youth did a great job in their performances!”  
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UNI-VERSITY  
(United in Diversity)  

 

 

 

 

 

Bobcat Supper at the United Campus Ministry-Wesley is a contemporary 

service for college students led by college students.  We meet weekly on Wednesdays 

at 5:30pm throughout the fall and spring semesters at the UCM-Wesley building (510 

N. Guadalupe St., across from the Tower Parking Garage).  Come for the service and 

stick around for a FREE meal that follows. 
 

Join us in January (5th thru the 9th) for a Ski Trip to Santa Fe, New 

Mexico!  We’ll be heading out to the mountains for 2 days of skiing and maybe a 

little snow tubing as we make the most of the winter break!  Per person cost for 

the trip is $325. 
 

Do you enjoy Mission Trips?  We’ve got two coming up once school is 

out for the summer that we want to give you time to plan for!  College UM AR-

MY is a mission opportunity that is a little bit more local (somewhere in Texas) 

where we get to team up with students from other colleges and campus ministries 

to repair houses for families that need a little extra help.  This will be a week-long 

mission trip in May and will cost $250 per person.  Then, in July, we will take a 

group for a two-week mission trip to Rwanda through True Vineyard Ministries 

to work with widows of the 1994 genocide.  The per person cost for this trip is 

$5,000, but we’ll be starting to organize fundraisers soon to help chip away at 

this and bring it down to a more manageable size. 

 

If you’d like more information about these events, or if you’d like to be added to 

our mailing list and receive weekly updates about what is coming up in the life of 

the ministry, please contact Ryan Jenson at ryan@ucmwesley.org. 

mailto:ryan@ucmwesley.org
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The Butterfly group will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, the 
11th of December, at 6:00 p.m.  The 
group will meet at Luby's at 6:00 p.m 

for dinner, and then move to the home 
of Joye Blankenship, 2710 Dees Street, 
512-396-0086, for dessert and for the 

lesson, which will be led by Ellen 
Kremkus.  We would love to have any 

of the women who would like to join us 
come and be a part of our December 

meeting. 
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Music Notes  

I am excited to announce the chancel choir will be performing the 

Christmas cantata, I Hear the Prophet Callin’ by Peper Choplin, on the 

December 22nd service. We are still looking for voices to join with us, and 

are open to receiving more members for the cantata rehearsal. Choir 

practice on Wednesdays has been extended to 8:30, and those who just 

want to sing for the cantata are welcome to come around 7:30 rather 

than the 7:00 start time for regular choir members. Although, we are 

always open to new members of the choir anytime, so feel free to come 

when you would like.  

Attention Choir &  

Hand Bell Members: 

There will be no rehearsal on  

Dec. 25th 
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ADVENT READINGS 
 

DECEMBER 1ST 
The Updegrove Family 

DECEMBER 8TH 
Stephanie Smith & Zoe Ramsey 

DECEMBER 15TH 
Mark & Erin Kremkus 

DECEMBER 22ND 
The Herman Family 

DECEMBER 24TH 
The Howard Family 
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Schedule of Children’s Sermon: 

DEC 1ST- Mattie Howard 
DEC 8TH- Bonnie Whittington 
DEC 15TH- Pageant 
DEC 22ND- Choir Cantata 
DEC 29TH– Youth 

Schedule of Lay Leaders: 

DEC 1ST– JP Bach 
DEC 8TH– Stephanie Haverda 
DEC 15TH– Marlene Weidman 
DEC 22ND– Cantata Special  
DEC 24TH– Special readings  
DEC 29TH– Youth Service 

LAY LEADERS NEEDED! SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX! 

Dec. 1  
Intinction 
Elders: 
 
Charles  
Scott 
 
Chase  
Stapp 
 
Linda Vetters 
 
Deacons: 
Brad  
French (TL) 
 
Crystal Baker 
 
Kennedy 
Braun 
 
Linda Ross 
 
Communion: 
Roy Enright 
  

Dec. 8 
 
Elders: 
 
Don and 
Margie  
Harmon 
 
Deacons: 
Rita McGuire 
(TL) 
 
Mac  
Howard 
 
Mattie  
Howard 
 
Sean-
Michael 
McGuire 
 
Communion: 
Linda Ross 
  

Dec. 15  
Intinction 
Elders: 
 
Joe and Rae 
Bostwick 
 
Louise  
Mullins 
 
Deacons: 
Robert  
Updegrove 
(TL) 
 
Denise Ralph 
 
Alyssa  
Updegrove 
 
Susan  
Updegrove 
 
Communion: 
Jackie  
Cable 

Dec. 22 
 
Elders: 
 
Jackie Cable 
 
Jim Davis 
 
Deacons: 
Teri Stapp 
(TL) 
 
Louis Olen-
ick 
 
Cole Stapp 
 
Kyle Stapp 
 
Communion: 
Crystal Baker 

Dec. 24  
Christmas Eve  
Elders:  
 
Charles and 
Bernice Scott 
 
Margie  
Harmon 
 
Deacons:  
Paul Sutphen 
(TL) 
 
JP Bach 
 
Mikka Bach 
 
Paige Sutphen 
 
Communion: 
Rae Bostwick   
 
Crystal Baker  

December 29 
 
Elders: 
 
Wayman and 
Louise  
Mullins 
 
Deacons: 
Crystal Baker 
(TL) 
 
Gareth 
Fowler 
 
Mark 
Kremkus 
 
Jennifer  
Roberts 
 
Communion: 
Roy Enright 



 31 

 

 

 
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Gregory Ross ___________ Minister 

Stephanie Haverda ___________ Administrator 

Mattie Howard ______________ Education Director 

Brent Ferguson ______________ Music Director 

Rae Bostwick _______________ Treasurer 

Britney Richey ______________ Bookkeeper 

Cecilia Peña ________________ Organist 

Katherine Reed ______________ Nursery Caregiver 

Kelsey Schmitz ______________ Nursery Caregiver 

Carlie Matye ________________ Nursery Caregiver 

Laura Emerson ______________ Nursery Caregiver 

Mary & Johnny Wasson _______ Custodians 

Newsletter submissions 
are due the first week 
of the month prior to 

the newsletter. 
 

Beginning with January 
we will be going to a 
quarterly newsletter.  

 
In addition to email, we 
will be providing more 
printed copies in the 

Narthex! 

  

 

Year–End  

Contributions 

For tax purposes, 

please make sure 

your year-end  

church contributions 

are submitted  

so they can  

be deposited by  

December 31, 2013. 
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Living Life 

  

When ”I have fears that I shall cease to be” 

I look to Thee to rescue me. 

This extreme is entering the last dream. 

While living here upon this earth, 

This sense must not reign supreme. 

  

What gives me earthly joy is to create— 

To plant a garden, encourage a child, offer assistance, bake some bread. 

Thus I am nurtured by the positive Presence, 

The best essence of my current existence. 

  

Still I will give credence to the signs 

 which signal danger to us all    

those who seek righteous domination 

based on false foundations. 

 

Creator, please guide our expectations. 

  

                                                                                                                                    
     Written by Ellen Kremkus 

                                                                                                                                    
         Copyright 10-14-13 
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