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Male Call
Sat. Feb. 2nd
8:00 AM
Men, come out for
great food & fellowship.
BYOLunch & Movie
Sunday Feb. 10th @ 1 PM
Young adults, bring
lunch, come watch Life
of Brian, and enjoy great
a discussion.

Fat Tuesday
Pancake Supper
Tues. Feb. 12th
6:30 PM @ FCC

Ash Wednesday
Wed. Feb. 13th
Service at 6:30 P.M.

Board Meeting
Feb 7th @ 6:30 P.M.
Moved from Feb 14th
To Feb 7th due to
Valentine’s day.
Parents Night Out
Valentines Date
Night
Friday Feb. 15th
6-9 PM @ FCC

Fellowship Lunch
Sun. Feb. 17th
Directly after worship.

YA Study
Sun. Jan. 27th
1:00 PM
Location: The Herman’s

A Response to Evil

My Brother's Keeper
As we approach the season of Lent, we are reminded of the life and
especially the sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf. Traditionally, this is a time
for reflection, repentance, prayer and fasting. It is also a time not only to
reflect on what Jesus taught and said, but to imitate his life of service. With
that as background, I offer these thoughts for this season.
When Adam and Eve's first-born son, Cain, was confronted by God about
where his brother was, Cain asked, “Am I my brother's keeper?” Of course,
the question was a dodge, since Cain knew very well where Abel was,
because he had murdered him.
But what is the answer?
Life is hard, and it seems to be getting harder. The economy is sagging and
struggling to recover. The poor are getting poorer, and in recent years we
have coined a new term, the “working homeless”, to describe a person who
works full-time, sometimes two or three jobs, but doesn't make enough
money to rent an apartment, let alone buy a house. Prices go up, average
wages go down.
In such a climate we are hearing a lot these days about taking care of
ourselves and not being responsible for anyone else. It goes something like
this, and I bet you've heard or even said (or at least thought) this:
It's hard enough to do what I am doing, I shouldn't have to carry someone
else's load as well. I am taking care of myself, let them do the same. If I can

make it, they should be able to. If they aren't taking care of themselves, they
must be doing something wrong. They are lazy, or unwilling to do what it
takes. Or they don't manage their money responsibly. It's too bad, but not my
problem. I've got enough to manage without worrying about everyone else.
While some of that makes sense, it isn't the Gospel. Jesus' answer to Cain's
question is, Yes! We are our brothers' and sisters' keepers. He is very clear
about it.
For example, in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) Jesus is
asked by an expert in the law of Moses, “What must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus asks him in turn, “What is written in the Law? How do you read
it?” To which the lawyer responds, “Love the Lord your God...and your
neighbor as yourself”. He had probably been listening to Jesus' teachings. So
Jesus told him, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.”
Here is Jesus' answer to Cain's question, am I my brother's keeper? Love
your brother, and your sister, and your neighbor, and even your enemy, as
yourself.
Not to leave it to interpretation, the lawyer asked another question, hoping to
justify himself (i.e. hoping to have no responsibility for our neighbors). He
said, “Who is my neighbor?” And in reply to this question Jesus told him the
parable of the Good Samaritan. I am pretty sure most of us are familiar with
the story. A man is beaten by robbers and left for dead on the side of a road.
Two Jewish religious leaders travel the road at different times, and each
passes by the man without trying to help him. Finally, a Samaritan, a racial
minority not well thought of by contemporary Jews, stopped and helped the
man at his own expense.
Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law
replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do
likewise.”
In this season of Lent, let us focus on seeking opportunities to be kind to one
another, to serve someone who needs help, and in so doing—to live!

Music Notes
The books for our Lent cantata ("Harvest of Sorrows" by Joseph M. Martin) have
arrived! If you've been thinking about singing with us, there is no time like the present!
This promises to be a deeply moving work and we are doing something new this year:
the choir cantata will be presented as a Maundy Thursday service. So put it on your
calendar - Thursday, March 28th. You won't want to miss this!
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you
all know
(if you're
interested)
how
I come to choose the songs I choose. If you can
think of a good way for me to let you in on my "secrets," please let me know. Also, if
you feel that your favorite hymn or praise song has been missing from services, let me
know! I want to make worship as meaningful for you as I can.

From the Associate Pastor
The new year has begun, and we are in full swing in the Youth and Young
Adult programs! We started off 2013 with a bang in the youth ministry with a
lock-in. We crammed a whole lot of fun, fellowship, and worship into 12 hours
at the church...special thanks to Shawn Colson and Jason Braun who gave up
their Thursday night for youth fun! There were plenty of activities to keep us
busy all night long, including games, worship, singing, and a few cat naps
here and there. Overall, we had 9 brave youth take on the night, and most of
them made it through without one wink of sleep. Regular youth groups have
started back up on Wednesdays at The Middle, and everyone’s excited to
keep on going and going. We finished off January with Chi-Rho Mid-Winter, a
time for our middle schoolers to head to Camp Gonzo. Five youth and four
adults from our church had a great weekend for sure! February is looking
good as well, with CYF Spring Rally just on the horizon the first three days of
March.
January was fun in our Young Adult ministry as well of course. We started off
with enjoying the movie Envy for our first study of the New Year, and had a
great discussion and good time together. We’ve moved the study back in the
day to 1pm so that it is more convenient for our Young Adults who live a little
farther away. Our other study in January was at the Bostwicks’ house, who
are always very generous with their hospitality! We revisited the poetry side of
God in culture, and look forward to digging even deeper into this in the future!
Also in the works is a camping trip/retreat where we can all gather overnight
for fellowship, relaxation, and as always some interesting dialogue...but more
on that to come! I will continue to be at Mochas & Javas every Tuesday from
3-5pm so that I can be more available to those of our young adults who are on
campus. If you know of any students at Texas State that you think I need to
get to know, this is a perfect time and place to get that conversation started.
Send them my way, I’m always happy to have new visitors to talk to!
If you are interested in sharing your gifts with the Youth Ministry or the Young
Adult Ministry, please contact me at Alec@fcc-sm.org, give me a call, or drop
by the office. We’re especially looking right now for one or two host families a
month for the Young Adult group to provide food and a cozy house where we
can gather for our study and some fellowship. Here’s your chance to reach out
to an amazing group of students and young adults who are searching for
God’s call in their lives!! -Alec

The Middle
Every Wednesday

Need church in the MIDDLE of the week instead of just
once on Sunday? Ready to make God the ultimate
importance to your life? Ready to see your friends more
than just at 10am on Sundays? Meet us in the MIDDLE!
Build your week, your LIFE around God.

What is The Middle?
 Dinner
 Youth Groups
 Children's Groups
 Adult groups to meet the
needs of everyday living
 Music Groups
 And a tiny dose of worship

to top it off!

Wednesdays:
Dinner at 5:30
Gatherings at 6:00

Ruth Elizabeth Moore Willbern
July 28, 1921 - January 7, 2013

The story of

The Butterfly Lady
"To make a wish come true, whisper it to a butterfly. Upon these
wings it will be taken to heaven and granted, for they are the
messengers of the Great Spirit ...”
Native American Legend

One Sunday morning the minister of our church
preached a sermon on 'Grace.' Roy and I left the church
on a cloud. We spent the afternoon hiking in the woods
along a nature trail. When we started home, I was able to
say aloud for the first time, 'Roy, I don't think I am really
a Christian. 'What shall I do?' Roy said wisely, 'Ruth, I
can't tell you what you should do.' Monday morning I
was in the minister's office saying again, 'I don't think I
am really a Christian. What should I do? Should I start
all over and be baptized again?' I had begun to
understand that baptism was a reenactment of the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ.
He, too wisely replied, Ruth I can't tell you what
you should do, but I know some preachers who have done
just that.' One thing those two men knew and I now know
is that God does not treat us all alike. We are each one of
us, unique and he handles each one of us individually.
The following Sunday morning when the invitation song
filled the sanctuary, 1 rushed forward not 'joining a
church,' but offering myself to God 'just as I am.' I was
buried with Christ in baptism and arose a new creation!
Monday morning, it was if someone had turned on a
bright light. Like the blind man I could say, 'I was blind
but now I see.' Like the lepers, I wrote five thank you
notes to five preachers who had ministered to me along
the way. Like the multitude of be believers before me, I had
been born again. I was completely surprised by Joy!
Laughter! Tears! Peace! Love!

I wrote a letter to our three daughters telling them of my conversion
experience so late in life .They were thrilled for me and in response one
of them gave me a little book ,Hope for the Flowers ,about two little
caterpillars discovering the real destiny God had 'planned for them. Since
that time, I always wear a butterfly pin on my shoulder and I am called the
Butterfly Lady.
Butterflies are such tiny ,fragile creatures and yet by some mysterious inner
knowing and force, many of them ,like the Monarch migrate en masse
thousands of mites to arrive at the same location each year, where they feed
and spend the winter season before returning home .They make this flight
not by their own strength ,not by flapping their own gossamer wings all the
way, but by riding the wind .I know now that it is the ever present
indwelling Holy Spirit that is the wind beneath my wings ,directing me ,
strengthening me, encouraging me ,lifting me up.
Unlike the butterfly, I did not emerge from my cocoon fully
developed! There have been times when I have flown on wings like an
eagle and times when I ran and ran and did not grow weary. Then there
have been other times when I have nearly fainted as I struggled to
walk, but this much I know :God loves me and will never forsake me nor
leave me to walk alone. He is not through with me yet .He will finish the
good work He has begun in me.
And someday in another beautiful paradise, I will see Him as He is and I
will be like Him!
Something beautiful, something good
All my confusion He understood
All I had to offer Him
Was brokenness and strife
But He made something beautiful
Out of my life
~From the hymn “Something
Beautiful”~
This is an edited version of a personal
essay written by Ruth Elizabeth
Wilburn entitled “Wings of Wonder”.

All Church Event!!!
January 23rd at The Middle
Children’s Sunday School News
The kids of FCC will be busy in February during Sunday School:
On Feb. 3 we will be making Valentines for all of our homebound members. If you know of
someone who would be cheered up by receiving a Valentine made with lots of love (and glitter!)
please let us know.
Feb. 10 is Valentine’s Party day for all children and youth. We will have a special story, songs and
yummy food…..make sure your kids don’t miss it!
On Feb. 17 we have a special lesson on Lent.
All month we will be working on some special songs and scripture during our class time to prepare
for a special presentation in church on Feb. 24. The congregation would love to see your child’s
smiling face that day…..so make sure your child comes to Sunday School to get ready for the fun.

Children’s Church

Spring Cleaning!

Have you ever wondered what the children are doing during Children’s Church? They are
We will be kicking off the New Year with some reorganizing and
worshipping our Lord through songs, hearing His word through scripture and story, praying (in fact,
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smoothly. It will be a great way to come together to do some mission
work in News
our own church.
Nursery
Our nursery has been spruced up. We moved some furniture, rearranged the toys, hung some new
pictures…..come see! The children love their new puzzle and craft table. Who knew something so
little would create such fun on a Sunday morning? Special thanks to Miss Amber and Miss Alice
for their help in creating a “new space” for our littlest members.
Speaking of Miss Alice….Sunday, Jan. 27 was her last day at FCC. A class at TX STATE with a
mandatory lab conflicted with her working on Sunday mornings. We are going to miss her. We are
hoping she will be able to return after this semester.

WOO HOO…Parents Night Out!
Parents, are you ready for a night out? Bring your children to FCC on Friday, Feb. 15 from 5:309:30pm and we will have dinner, games, crafts and a movie to keep your kiddos busy all night. You
can even bring their pj’s and we can help them change before movie time. If they fall asleep during
the movie or on the car trip home they’ll already be ready for bed. (You may have to skip the teeth
brushing for one night.)

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
MEETING
All Sunday School
Teachers and
Christian Education
Committe members
are asked to attend a
meeting on February
9 from 10am to noon.
More information
coming soon!

Children in THE MIDDLE
We will be making a few changes for the
children in THE MIDDLE. Watch for
future announcements in church and in
your inbox! Believe us we know it is
tough with kids and homework and
afterschool activities....come when you
can. Attendance is not mandatory....we
just want you to come and eat and play
and fellowship when you can....even if
it's just once a month.

FRIENDS IN FAITH
Just want to encourage all
our FRIENDS IN FAITH to
stay in touch with their
FRIENDS and to continue
praying daily for each
other. If you have
questions or concerns
about this program, please
contact Mattie.

We hope to see you soon in THE
MIDDLE!

Got a Place to be from 9-10 AM on Sunday Mornings?

Lay Leaders Needed

Partnership Class

We are looking for new lay
leaders.
Even if you haven’t done it
before or you are unsure of how
to do it, we will train anyone
interested in signing up. Please
get with Gregory, Alec, or
Stephanie if you are interested or
have any questions.

If you are looking for an adult Sunday school
class, we would like to invite you to the
Partnership Class which meets in the parlor.
Our class is open to everyone--all ages, all
genders--and we would love to have you join
us for study, fellowship, support and a little fun
as well. We use a study guide series based on
the Lectionary passages, which basically
compliments and parallels the sermon of the
day. We try to apply the biblical passages to
our lives today, and they are most often
amazingly timely.

Faith In Action
New Adult Class in January
Beginning January 20 Rev Gregory Ross will be leading a class in the fellowship hall.
The class is called, "Faith in Action", and will be a study and discussion of how Christians can practice our
faith in tangible and personal ways. To begin the study much of the content will be based on Ron Sider's bestselling book, "Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger". You don't have to read the book to participate in the
class. If you are not now attending an adult class on Sunday's you might want to consider joining.

What’s Happening at the UCM-Wesley
At the United Campus Ministry-Wesley we’re always striving to live out our mission statement, which in
essence calls us toward growth in a full and authentic relationship with God, neighbors, and self through Jesus
Christ. This year we’ve made sure that, through all of our events, we are always seeking a deeper relationship with
Christ.
Our weekly service, Bobcat Supper, is focused around worship, prayer, scripture, and fellowship. This
primarily student-led service offers an opportunity for us to not only worship with one another, but to use our own
gifts to help guide our peers in setting aside some time with God. Afterwards, we all share a meal together provided
by one of our supporting congregations. It’s an opportunity each week for us to slow down from the crazy life of
school and work, and to focus on growing as a community in faith.
In the fall, paired alongside of our worship services, were two student-led Bible studies. On Sunday nights
we had a topical, scripture-based study which spanned many topics from relationships with friends and family to loss
and living with grief. We also offered a book study on Tuesday evenings, and throughout the course of the semester
covered Ecclesiastes and Ruth.
There was also a tremendous amount of spiritual growth that happened outside of our weekly services and
studies. Some of our fun events, such as Fall Retreat and Party Boat, had an added emphasis on growing in
fellowship with one another and with Christ. For Fall Retreat we had a weekend full of prayer times, small-group
discussions, worship, student-led messages, and of course a lot of fun. Students were encouraged to remain open to
sharing an experience with God that weekend, and God surely met with us in that place. Party Boat was a time of
fellowship that ended with a worship session under the stars as we cruised around Lake Travis in Austin. Students
not only got to have a fun time growing in fellowship with one another, but also met with God in worship and prayer.
These, and all of our activities throughout the fall semester, have been instrumental in bringing students together in
relationship with each other and ultimately into a deeper relationship with God.

February Birthdays
Tony Rash
Mildred Scott
Brenna Eliaz
Claire Eliaz
Harriet Massey
Dale Fowler
Wayne Fowler
Kellen Casparis
Gina Pruett
Charles Jarvis
Ashley Ralph
Miles Bederman
Dana Craft
Katy Clayton
Marylyne Haney
Barrie Breed
Martin Briceno
Mary Olenick
Charles Scott
Clinton Sutphen
Chris Carson
Sawyer Mann

February 3
February 4
February 5
February 5
February 9
February 11
February 12
February 13
February 13
February 17
February 19
February 20
February 21
February 21
February 22
February 23
February 23
February 24
February 24
February 25
February 27
February 27

LET’S STUFF THE BIN!
Bring your newspaper,
junk mail, catalogs,
magazines and office/school paper
and put them in the yellow and
green receptacle outside. Did you
know... we cannot recycle phone
books due to the high glue content
in the paper? It gets stuck in the
screens while making new paper.
We earn money from all the paper
we collect!! Help support our
YOUTH by recycling! Encourage
your friends and neighbors to stuff
the bin too!

February
Anniversaries

Kent & Laura Schlotter
February 14
Joy & David Pardo
February 28
“A successful marriage requires falling in
love many times, always with the same
person.”
Mignon McLaughlin

Please note that we continually update
the church membership database. If you
find an error in a birthday or anniversary
date or if you are left off the list, we offer
our sincerest apologies. Please email
fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the office.

Care & Concern
Please notify the church if you
or one of our loved FCC church
family members becomes ill or
is in the hospital. You can
email Stephanie at fcc@fccsm.org, call the church at
396.1926, or contact Rev. Ross
on his cell at 512.619.6349

For many years, I have felt the arms of God around me through your love and support.
Especially during the past two years going through my divorce, dealing with my diagnosis of
breast cancer and the treatment for it, finding a place to live when I had to move in a big
hurry, and with the recent loss of my mother, my FCC Family has gone above and beyond in
their prayers and love. You have shown me the Face of God through your smiles, given me
His strength through your hugs and reached out to me in numerous
ways with your cards, phone calls, and expressions of support for me. I
praise God for all of you and give thanks every day that I am Blessed to know and worship
with you.
An extra thanks to Jim Davis for lunch and the beautiful flower/plant (that I hope I
can keep alive). Jim, you have become quite the crusader among us and we are all grateful!!
All my love in Christ to all of you!!
Dawn Jester

Other News
Schedule of Children’s Sermon:
2/3 – Mattie Howard
2/10 – Connie Burke
2/17 – Bonnie Whittington
2/24 – Gregory Ross
3/3 – Alec Ylitalo
3/10 – Mattie Howard
3/17 – Connie Burke
If you feel led to be a lay leader or lead a
children’s sermon, please contact Stephanie in
the office. Thank you for all who have signed up!

Schedule of Lay Leaders:
2/3 – Crystal Baker
2/10 –
2/17 – Louise Mullins
2/24 – Youth
3/3 – Bernice Scott
3/10 –
3/17 – Crystal Baker

We will be posting new sign ups in the Narthex
for next year!

Church Staff:
Rev. Gregory Ross_____________Acting Minister
Rev. Alec Ylitalo____________Associate Minister
Stephanie Haverda___________ Church Secretary
Mattie Howard_____________ Education Director
Rae Bostwick _____________________Treasurer
Britney Richey __________________Bookkeeper
Anne Weaver _________________Music Director
Cecilia Peña-____________Organist /Accompanist
Amber Simon_______________Nursery Caregiver
Cassie Gonzales_____________Children’s Church
Mary & Johnny Wasson ____________Custodians

Dear Friends,
Our deepest appreciation to all
of the many friends at FCC for
your thoughts, prayers, cards
and phone calls during the time
my mother, Rose Skaggs was
sick. Thank you for kind words of
sympathy and condolences at
this sad time in our lives. Your
flowers and visits really meant a
lot to Mom. And especially to
Gregory, Alec and Anne for their
support and the wonderful
Memorial Service and music.
God bless each one of you for
your loving kindness.
The family of Rose Skaggs
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