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It’s About Love 
 

At First Christian Church February is “Love Your Neighbor 
Month”. I don’t really know if I talk, teach and preach more 
about love than anything else, but I hope I do. Love IS the unique focus of our 

Christian faith. That priority comes directly from Jesus, who teaches us that the greatest 
commandment in the Bible is to love God, and the 2

nd
 greatest commandment in the Bible is to love 

our neighbor as ourselves. He tells us how to do it by giving us the Golden Rule: whatever you want 
others to do for you, that’s what you should do for them. When asked, but who is my neighbor, Jesus 
makes it clear that we can’t get away with hating anyone. He says others have told you to love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy, but I say love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be children of your heavenly Father! 

What the Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippian Christians about joy he could as well have said about 
love: 

“Love in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard 
for you.” (Philippians 3:1) 

Don’t lose me here. Don’t think, I have heard this before It’s nothing new. That’s not quite true. The 
purpose of life is to love. If that seems easy and simple I am pretty sure you haven’t tried it, and you 
aren’t doing it. If you feel challenged by Jesus’ command—Paul calls love your neighbor “the Law of 
Christ”—then you are probably on the right track. This is really life-changing, and in a good way. It 
enhances our life when we try to love someone who is, well, unlovable. And, like Paul tells the 
Corinthians, love never ends. 

This month, pick a neighbor. And love them. They will benefit from it. And so will you! 

Important Dates in February 
 

Every Thursday morning: Prayer Group—10:00 AM 

Feb 4 Male Call—8:00 AM    

Feb 5 VBS Kickoff Meeting—11:30 AM 

Feb 9 Membership Committee—6:00 PM 

Feb 10 HCWC Spatacular—4:00 to 8:00 PM 

Feb 12 Shepherd Group Leaders meeting—11:30 AM 

Feb 12 Youth Fund Raiser Lunch—11:30 AM 

Feb 17-18 Disciples Men’s Retreat at Camp Gonzo 

Feb 19 3rd Sunday Potluck, seating by Shepherd Groups—11:30 AM 

Feb 19 Sweetheart Café—5:30 to 7:30 PM 

Feb 21 Christian Education Committee—6:00 PM 

Feb 21 Butterfly Group—7:00 PM 

Feb 26 Mabel Hall Choir Room Dedication—during Morning Worship 

Feb 26 Children's Service Project—11:30 AM 



 2 

 

 

 
 

 

3rd Sunday 

Potluck Lunch! 
 

Sunday, February 19 
 

For our February Third Sunday luncheon please bring 
your favorite “Comfort Food”. Remember that we 
have changed to a true Potluck format!  There will be 
no assigned categories. That means that the main  
entrée will NOT be provided and that everyone can 
bring whatever kind of Comfort Food they want to 
share, such as meatloaf, pot pies, chicken & dump-
lings, beef stew, fried chicken, mashed potatoes,      
potato salad, macaroni and cheese, casseroles, baked 
beans, green salads, banana puddings, pies, etc.  

February Youth Activities 

February 12—Youth Fund Raiser Lunch 
    (We will provide a lunch for donations after Worhsip) 
 

February 12—Spring Rally registration due 
 

  February 19—Sweetheart Café—5:30-7:30 PM 
    (We will be selling tickets for this annual event) 
 

February 19—Mission trip registration due 

Important dates for 
Disciple Summer Mission 

 

Deposit due: Feb 19th 
Pre-trip meeting: May 28th 
Trip: July 3rd through 7th 

Shepherd Groups 
This month we are re-forming our Shepherd 
Groups, so they can be more effective in 
serving the needs of all our FCC members. We 
are expanding the number of groups so there 
can be fewer people in each group. 
 

On Sunday, February 19, we would like you to 
sit with your Shepherd Group during our  
Fellowship Lunch, so we can see what group 
we are in and who is in our group. This should 
get us off to a great start for this year. 
 

Please plan to stay for lunch that day! 

DSM - Out of the Chalice and  
Into the Community  

FCC Education News 

Believe it or not, we are already planning for two very important events in our church: 

Vacation Bible School & Stations of the Cross 

Our first VBS meeting will be held on February 5th. This is an organizational meeting to preview the curriculum, view the  
calendar, and decide who will be completing which tasks. Please join us!  
 

Be on the lookout for more information on Stations of the Cross. We are currently locating materials, assessing costume 
needs, and mapping out organizations to provide live actors for the event.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…  

Our new Adult Bible Study classes have begun and there is still room for you.   

 Creation Bible study in Luke, Psalms and Galatians with Linda Vetters, Church Parlor 

 Life’s Tough Questions for Doubters and Seekers with Dr. JoAnn Carson, Conference Room 

 C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity-video and discussion series with Charles Blankenship, Chapel.  
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Choir Room to be Dedicated to 
MABEL K. HALL 

Sunday, February 26 during Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mabel served our church as organ and 
piano accompanist for 55 years. She 
passed away last fall, and the board  
decided to honor her service by dedicating 
the choir room to her memory. 
 

She was a wonderful person who touched 
the lives of so many people in our church 
and community. You may have sung in the 
choir to her accompaniment, studied music 
with her, or just were inspired by her  
gracious and loving spirit. 

 

Friends in Faith 
 
Friends in Faith is back! This program seeks to pair a youth from our 
church with an adult mentor in the congregation. The purpose is to  
create a support system within FCC for our youth. Growing up is hard, 
and in many ways it takes a village to raise a child. 
 
We need about 15 more people to sign up. Blank forms are on the education table in the 
narthex. Please place completed forms in the "turn in" basket. If you have already signed 
up...THANKS! Find out on February 5 who your Friend in Faith is!  

Celebration Bag Items! 
 

 

It’s that time again! 
 

We need to build up our 
supplies of the items 

 to fill the bags for 
 Mendez students!!  

  

 

Please bring the following items: 

Cake Mix, Icing, 
Party Horns, 

Candles 

 

“Spatacular” 
 

Our February Fellowship activity will be held 
at the Hays/Caldwell Women's Center on 
February 10 from 4:00 - 8:00 (ladies only) 
 

This is our second year to host a "Spatacular" for clients of the 
Women's Center. This year we are looking for people to provide 
food (finger foods and snacks) for the event and 
ladies to join us that evening in fellowship with 
the clients of the shelter. For more information 
or to volunteer, please contact Teri Stapp at  
teri@fcc-sm.org or 512-393-1506. 

Tax Tip: How to Make A Charitable 
Contribution From Your IRA 

Good news for taxpayers over the age of 70 1/2 . In 
2015 Congress voted to make permanent the  
exclusion from income of up to $100,000 per person, 
per year, for Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
distributions which are given directly to charities. 
 

One of the key benefits of the direct charitable 
contribution from your IRA is that the distribution 
counts towards your Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD). And, if the contribution is made directly to the 
charitable organization you are not taxed for the  
distribution--it is not income. Consult your financial 

advisor for details. 

mailto:teri@fcc-sm.org
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Lay Leaders 
   

February 5 — Jerry Weidman 

February 12 — Judy Ritchie 

February 19 — Linda Vetters 

February 26 —Louise Mullins 

February Serving Schedule 

February Anniversaries 
 

 
Britney & Tom Richie 

February 15 
 

Joy & David Pardo 
February 28 

February Birthdays 
 

Tony Rash   February 3 

Mildred Scott      February 4 

Brenna Eliaz     February 5 

Claire Eliaz   February 5 

Dale Fowler  February 11 

Wayne Fowler     February 12 

Kellen Casparis  February 13 

Gina Pruett  February 13 

Desiree Richardson   February 17 

Ashley Ralph     February 19 

Dana Craft   February 21 

Katy Clayton      February 21 

Barrie Breed      February 23 

Martin Briceno      February 23 

Mary Olenick      February 24 

Charles Scott     February 24 

Clinton Sutphen February 25 

Sierra Richardson     February 26 

Chris Carson    February 27 

Sawyer Mann    February 27 

We continually update the church membership database.  
If you find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if 
you are left off the list, we offer our sincerest apologies. 
Please email fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the church office. 

February 5—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Chris Hansen 
Brad French 
Crystal Baker 
 

Deacons: 
Ron Fortin 
Gloria Fortin 
Shawn Colson 
 

Communion: 
Fortins 

February 12 

Elders: 
Don Harmon 
Margie Harmon 
 

Deacons: 
Mattie Howard 
Mac Howard 
Mac Daniel Howard 
Shawn Colson 
 

Communion: 
Linda Ross 

February 19—Intinction 
 

Elders: 
Paul Sutphen 
Judy Ritchie 
Linda Vetters 
 

Deacons: 
J. P. Bach 
Mikka Bach 
Tory Carpenter 
Katie Carpenter 
 

Communion: 
Bonnie Wittington 

February 26 
 

Elders: 
Wayman Mullins 
Louise Mullins 
 

Deacons: 
Wayne Fowler 
Beth Elam 
Kay Quinton 
Karen McGowan 
 

Communion: 
Crystal Baker 

Children’s Sermon 
 

February 5 — Gregory Ross 

February 12 —Laura Crick 

February 19 — Kay Quinton 

February 26 — Gael Thompson 

mailto:fcc@fcc-sm.org

