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Some Lenten Thoughts

Lent comes early this year, right after Christmas holidays with family and friends and gifts and food. It
hardly seems fair! But maybe Lent will help to reinforce some of those New Years resolutions about
watching our weight and getting back to a more disciplined routine.

Lent has always been harder for me than any other season on the church calendar. And it's probably
because | used to equate it primarily with giving up something. My reasoning was, Jesus gave himself
up for me, so now | should give up something for him. Not myself, surely, but something less demanding and more symbolic.
Like, giving up ice cream. Now, that is a real sacrifice!

But what is the purpose of such a sacrifice? Again, my young mind reasoned, it's because self-discipline is good for me.

The truth is, Lent is not about ME. Not about us. And the sacrifice that is emphasized is more often a waste of time than any-
thing, if it's only about ME.

As always, Jesus challenges us with the real meaning of sacrifice (and of Lent). He teaches us:
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to
the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12:32-34 (NIV)

See the point? It's not about our sacrifice. It's about our helping someone else. Not just sell something, but share what we have
with someone else, someone who needs it. What do we call that? Jesus calls it the Kingdom of God.
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Outreach News & Reports

V4L HCWC

P.0. Box 234
San Marcos, TX 78667-0234|
www.hcwe.org|

AYS-CALDWELL WOMEN'S CENTER
Serving Viceims of Abuse

0: (512) 396-3404|
F: (512) 353-2018|
E: info@hcwe.org

December 18, 2015

First Christian Church
Butterfly Group

3105 Ranch Road 12

San Marcos, TX 78666-2490

Dear Friends of the Center:

We are writing to thank you again for supporting HCWC's Adopt-A-Family signature
holiday gift program. Only this time, the thanks come direct from the very client you
assisted!

An HCWC staff “elf” took a needy client shopping for their family with the funds you
provided, and even furnished them with wrapping supplies so “Santa's” gifts will look
merry.

Please find the enclosed thank you note written specifically for yeu by a survivor of abuse,
along with a photograph of what your donation helped to purchase, plus stewardship notes
from the HCWC staff/volunteer who accompanied the client shopping. HCWC also gave our
adult client, or mother/father of our child client, a seasonal gift basket worth a total of $75
including a $25 Walmart gift card.

Our staff who accompanied the clients report that the shopping trips were wonderful and
the clients were all overwhelmingly grateful for the opportunity to give their child(ren) a

very Merry Christmas. This is a program that makes all involved feel good.

You made all this possible. May what you have given bring you joy this holiday season!
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emergency pantry for students and staff at Texas
State. The Christ Chapel sponsors the J.0.H.N. and
is in need of men's toiletries - razors, shaving
cream. They do not need toothpaste. Deodorants,
shampoos, hair products are also appreciated.
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