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God is LOVE
God Loves You and So Do We…..
No matter how many mistakes you’ve made, no matter how unworthy you think
you are, He still loves you and wants you to come to know Him. His love is always
sure. Seasons change, people change, the world is changing, but God and His love
for us never changes.
Love is a funny thing. We love ice cream, cars, football teams, and music groups.
All of us love using the word love. But what does it really mean to love? Does
saying you love someone truly mean that you do? When it comes to loving someone, who’s to say you really love them unless you show them with your actions.
It doesn’t matter how often we tell others we love them; what matters is how
often we show them our love and God’s love. This is what God did for us. He did
not just say, “I love you.” He showed us His love by sending His Son so we might
live through Him.
God has already shown you His love by sending Jesus. Now it is your turn. When
we love one another, all people will be able to see God through us. Who do you
need to show the love of God to today?
"The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love."
1 John 4:8
"And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us.
God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him."
1 John 4:16
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Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus
replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will
people say, 'here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you." Luke
17:20-21 (NIV)
I once heard a story about a little boy who was busy drawing a picture. His mother asked, “What are you drawing?”
“I'm drawing a picture of God,” he said. “But no one has ever seen God,” she told him. “They don't know what he looks
like.” “They will in a minute,” he replied.
I want to tell you how you can see God. How you can feel him near you. How you can be sure that he loves you. It isn't
as hard as it may seem. The problem is that we ourselves put up barriers to keep us from seeing, feeling, knowing and
loving him.
1. We can't see God because we are convinced that God can't be seen. If that is our belief, he can be right in front of
us and we won't be able to recognize him. “No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and
his love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:12 (NIV)
2. We can't see God because we look for him in the wrong places. We go to church, we read the Bible, we try to do
good things. But it can be hard to feel that we aren't just doing those things on our own, not because we feel God is
with us. “If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.” 1
John 2:29 (NIV)
3. We can't see God because we expect him to get our attention with undeniable and astonishing events. If God is
near, the earth must shake, the stars must move, the wind must blow. But that isn't what we experience in our daily
life. “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 1
John 5:14 (NIV)
4. We can't see God because we aren't looking for him. We are looking for all the ugliness in the world. We listen to the
news with fear at all the violence and terrorism around the world. We see the ugliness of politics, injustice, poverty and
misery and miss that he is greater than the ugliness. “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the
world.” 1 John 4:4 (NIV)
We can't see God because we are afraid. John challenges us to believe that love and fear are opposites. he says,
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear.” 1 John 4:18 (NIV). When we allow ourselves to be
overwhelmed by fear, we cannot experience the serenity and protection of God's love.
God “is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are his offspring.'” Acts 17:27-28 (NIV)
Do you want to see God? Look at his world, the world of children, of animals, of goodness and love. It is everywhere
around you, filling your life like the sun fills the day with light, like the stars fill the sky at night. And do you want to be
close to God? Love somebody today. You will feel him, and you will know him.
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Ministries: Baptisms
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Ministries: Baptisms
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Ministries: Young Adult
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Ministries: Young Adult
UNI-VERSITY
(United in Diversity)

EVENTS
We have switched our meal efforts over from Wednesday dinners to
Monday lunches as we try to better connect with students while
they are already on campus, and it seems to be working pretty
well. We've done the lunches for 6 weeks, and the number of
students attending has already grown from 43 students our first
week up to 58 students, far beyond the number of students we've
been serving at our dinners lately. The hope is then to begin to
connect these students to other parts of our ministry once they get
comfortable coming into the building.

FCC will host lunch on April 7th!
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Ministries: Young Adult

Weekly Activities:
Bobcat Lunch:
Drop in for a FREE lunch, Mondays at noon
Worship Unplugged:
Unplug from everything else and just...WORSHIP!, Wednesdays at 5:30pm
Explore God:
Discuss difficult questions of our faith, Thursdays at 2pm or Fridays at noon
Higher Grounds:
FREE fair trade coffee, Monday through Friday from 8:30am-12:30pm

If you’d like more information about these events, or if you’d like to be
added to our mailing list and receive weekly updates about what is
coming up in the life of the ministry, please contact Ryan Jenson at
ryan@ucmwesley.org.
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Ministries: Camps
Ministries:
& YMCCamp
Camp Gonzo Dates

Beginners

Juniors

Chi Rho Summer

July 9-12

July 14-19

July 20-26

Children at Camp Gonzo
We have two children attending Beginners Church Camp in Gonzales this summer.
Please take a moment to say a prayer for and write a letter to Garrison Bach and Mitchell
Howard. Sierra and Demarcus Richardson will all be attending Juniors Camp. Please be in
prayer for them.

LETTERS TO CAMP
Please take some time to write a note to our campers. They have mail call every day & each
camper that receives mail has to do something really silly & sometimes embarrassing to
receive their mail. Ask some of our campers to share with you the silliest thing they have
done for a letter. Campers love receiving mail during their week at camp, so I encourage all of
you to send a quick note!
Gonzo this past week was an overwhelmingly positive experience. We learned about being
the salt and light of the Earth, and more importantly, how to do so in a unified manner.
This lesson ended up bringing us together as a camp, breaking down our differences and
creating a family that will last a lifetime. I am so glad I got to spend this past week
worshiping God with such an amazing and emotionally captivating group of people. Our
keynoter and our small group leaders exemplified their teachings and served as role
models for us all, and I am very thankful for that. It was definitely a spiritual and almost
surreal experience, although that is just about how every camp at Gonzo is.
-Derek Wigley
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Ministries: Camps
Ministries:
& YMCCamp
If the old saying "Home is where your heart is" is true, then my heart belongs
to little spot of land in Gonzales Texas. Its not only where I feel most at home
but it's where I feel God. Camp Gonzo brings so much joy into my life and it will
for many years to come. It's such a wonderful experience to get to go there
multiple times a year. it's a place where you can experience Gods love and light
through out the camp. I will cherish Gonzo for the rest of my life.
-Kennedy Braun
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Ministries: Youth
July:
13th - Breakfast taco fundraiser
13th - Youth Worship to recap Mission trip
20th - Youth lunch & a movie.

August:
3rd – lunch fundraiser
10th – Breakfast taco fundraiser
15th – back to school lock-in
24th – Youth Worship – Blessing of our drivers
24th – Pool party at the Ross’

Sept:
7th – parent meeting
10th – COW starts
14th – breakfast tacos
28th – Dinner and games at Jason & Shawn’s house
We will start meeting for COW on Wed Sep 10th.
We will be doing the video series The Good Samaritan.
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Ministries: Youth

NEWS
CYLS

July 21st thru 26th Wayne, Derek, Sean Michael, Kennedy &
Shawn will be travelling to Ceta Glen for Christian Youth
Leadership Seminar (CYLS). The theme for the seminar is
Adopt the Mindset. It is based on Philippians 2:2-5. During
this seminar they will attend workshops, Worships, and
plan the themes for each camp this year. Please pray for
safe travels and an open mind to be able to see what it is
that God would like them to share with the campers at
Gonzo!

FCC Shirts
Starting in September we will be selling FCC shirts. We will
post pictures and a sample shirt with order forms in the
Narthex at the beginning of the month. These will be
church wide shirts that we can wear for events.
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Ministries: Youth Highlights
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Ministries: Youth Highlights
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Worship & Growth:
Come Worship With Us

WE WOULD LOVE TO BE PART OF YOUR WORSHIP JOURNEY!
Whoever you are who worships here,
In whatever household of faith you are born,
Whatever creed you now profess,
Whatever your race or nationality or condition,
If you come to this sanctuary to seek God or to rededicate yourself to God,

YOU ARE WELCOME.
Sunday School for All Ages

9:00 AM

Worship

10:00 AM

(If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship or Sunday School (or other church function) due to transportation
challenges, please call the office at 512.396.1926 and let us know. We can pair you with other members in
your area so you won't have to be sitting at home wishing you were here with us!)
Children's Church
Following the Children's Sermon during the main worship service, children through 2nd grade are invited to
retreat to the education wing (Room #107) to enjoy a special time of worship all their own. It is led by our
Children's Church teacher, Katherine Reed. Children's Church will include Bible-based activities, prayer, and
learning experiences focusing on the meaning and importance of worship.

When you visit our church, you will find:
* A caring congregation that will gladly welcome you
* Preaching/teaching that is centered on the Word of God
* Ministries to meet the spiritual needs of every age
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Worship & Growth:
Camp Hope
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Worship & Growth:
Children’s Education
Sunday School Kick Off 2014….August 24
Join in the celebration of Promotion Sunday during our annual
Sunday School Kick Off! We will promote students moving up to
the next class, present Bibles to our incoming 3rd graders and
Bless Backpacks of all our students and teachers! It’s a fabulous
way to start the new school year!

End of Summer Celebration! Sundaes on Sunday!!
In conjunction with our monthly Fellowship Luncheon, the Education Committee will be hosting an ICE CREAM SUNDAE BAR as a
way to wrap up the summer. After a wonderful meal, come cool
off with a sundae and enjoy one of the last days of summer.

Parent Meetings for YOUTH AND KIDTime
Parents, please plan on meeting with your child’s sponsors on
Sunday, Sept. 7 immediately following church for information on
the upcoming year.
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Worship & Growth:
VBS 2014

What A Blast!
Do you know how many children’s lives were touched at VBS?
I do….72!
FCC members you helped minister to 72 children during our recent VBS. I am so proud
to be a part of a congregation that loves children and sees the importance of planting
seeds in their young hearts. All week the children were hearing about the importance of
loving each other, just as God loves us. You are a great example of His love.

Blast Off VBS was a huge success….because of YOU!
A special thank you to our many volunteers: You cooked, clean, told stories, sang songs,
danced, played games, decorated, bounced, laughed (probably cried- I know I did), broke
rocks, made crafts and most importantly, you gave your time to help further God’s
Kingdom. WAY TO GO!!!! You are appreciated!
We are a strong body of faith and action. Praise be to God!
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
With all of my love and gratitude,
Mattie Howard
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Worship & Growth:
Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School
Preschoolers will take the summer off of Sunday School and sing and
play in the nursery with Mrs. Carlie and Miss Laura.
Kindergarten-5th grade (completed 2014) will meet with Miss Melanie
and continue with their study throughout the summer.
6th-12th grade students (completed 2014) will join together and join in
with their own discussion of The Wired Word.
All of our Adult Classes will continue throughout the summer.
The Sojourners
The Partnership
Class

The Wired Word

Bible & Topical
Studies

Adult

Mr. Jim Davis

Adult

David C. Cook
Mrs. Linda Vetters Lectionary Based
Study

Adult

Led by Mr. Chase
Group Discussion
Stapp & Rev. Cari
on current events
Fowler
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Worship & Growth:
Music Notes
Hello All!
Both Chancel Choir and Joyful Noise Ringers will be taking a
hiatus during the month of July, and will return to rehearsing the
first week of August. Praise Band will continue rehearsing
through July and August to prepare to start the Connection again
in September. We are still looking for new members for all these
groups, and I invite any interested individuals to email me if you
can participate.
While we have an absence, we will be organizing our music and
equipment, planning next year’s music, and working with other
musical groups in the community to bring concerts to our church.
We are also planning a concert for the fall, in addition to our usual
Advent cantata. Please, if you have any questions, do not hesitate
to email me.
Best,
Brent Ferguson
brent@austinclassicalguitar.org
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EVENTS
Unconditional
Love.
Our beloved pets bless us every day. At First Christian
Church, we want to give God thanks and celebrate that love
– a love that reflects the unconditional love God has for all
of us – by asking for God’s blessing on our pets.

Blessing of the Animals Service
Sunday, September 7th, at 6:00 PM
Bring your pets to be blessed at 6:00 PM

At First Christian Church, Everyone Belongs!
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INFO CENTER
Lay Leaders
July

September

6– Brent Ferguson

7– Crystal Baker

13– Youth

14– JP Bach

27– JP Bach

28- Youth

20– Stephanie Haverda 21– Carl Adkins

August

3– Margie Harmon
10– Crystal Baker
17– Chase Stapp

24– Wayman Mullins
31– Youth
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INFO CENTER
Teaching God’s Love
Children's Sermon Schedule
July

6– Connie Burke
13– Youth

20– Erin Brackney

27– Katie Weatherby

August

3– Rae Bostwick

10– Connie Burke

17– Mattie Howard
24– Bonnie Whittington
31– Youth

September

7– Katie Weatherby
14– Rae Bostwick

21– Mattie Howard
28– Connie Burke

25

INFO CENTER
Leadership Conference
SAVE THE DATE!

We will hold our annual church leader
conference on
August 16th
10 AM - 2 PM
All elders, deacons, & committee
chairs are asked to attend.

Monthly Calendars
Check our website for the
most current and updated
version on our monthly
calendar of events.
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INFO CENTER
Serving Schedule
July 6 Intinction
DATE
Louise
Mullins
ELDER
Wayman Mullins
Linda Vetters
DEACON Brad French (TL)
Kennedy Braun
Carl Adkins
Tracy Tucker
COMMUNION Roy Enright

Aug 3 Intinction
Louise Mullins
Wayman Mullins
Chase Stapp
Paul Sutphen (TL)
Dale Fowler
Wayne Fowler
Paige Sutphen
Roy Enright

July 13
Jim Davis
Charles Scott

July 20 Intinction
Don Harmon
Margie Harmon
Gary Swenson
Kyle Stapp
Robert Updegrove (TL)
Teri Stapp (TL)
Shawn Colson
Linda Ross
Alyssa Updegrove
Bonnie Whittington Susan Updegrove

July 27
Jackie Cable
Jerry Weideman

Jackie Cable

Crystal Baker

Rbostwick/

Aug 24
Gary Swenson
Jerry Weideman

Aug 31
Jackie Cable
Chase Stapp

Rita McGuire (TL)
Crystal Baker
Sean-Michael McGuire
Jennifer Roberts
Rbostwick/Cbaker

Brad French (TL)
Gareth Fowler
Mark Kremkus
Linda Ross
Roy Enright

Aug 10
Charles Scott
Linda Vetters
JP Bach
Mac Howard
Mattie Howard (TL)
Mikka Bach
Jackie Cable

Sep 7 Intinction
Wayman Mullins
Louise Mullins
Linda Vetters
Roy Enright (TL)
Kennedy Braun
Bonnie Whittington
Shawn Colson
Jackie Cable

Aug 17 Intinction
Don Harmon
Margie Harmon
Jim Davis
Carl Adkins
Bonnie Wilson (TL)
Wendell Wilson
Denise Ralph
Crystal Baker

Sept 14
Charles Scott
Jim Davis
Teri Stapp (TL)
Kyle Stapp
Teela Herman
Traci Tucker
Crystal Baker

Sept 21 intinction
Don Harmon
Margie Harmon
Gary Swenson
Robert Updegrove (TL)
Gareth Fowler
Alyssa Updegrove
Susan Updegrove
Rbostwick/Cbaker

Roy Enright (TL)
Teela Herman
Steve Rowan
Teresa Rowan

Sept 28
Jackie Cable
Jerry Weideman
Paul Sutphen (TL)
Steve Rowan
Teresa Rowan
Paige Sutphen
Roy Enright
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28

29

30

Finance - April
4/6/2014

4/13/2014

4/20/2014

4/27/2014

Weekly Contributions

$5,873

$5,729

$3,294

$1,787

Avg. Weekly Expenses

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

Variance

$2,046

$1,902

($533)

($2,040)

110

125

48/140

102

Attendance

31

Finance - May
5/4/2014

5/11/2014

5/18/2014

5/25/2014

Weekly Contributions

$5,986

$5,121.37

$6,114.85

$2,158

Avg. Weekly Expenses

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

($2,159)

$1,294.00

$2,287.00

($1,669)

105

84

122

116

Variance
Attendance
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Finance - June
6/1/2014

6/8/2014

6/15/2014

6/22/2014

Weekly Contributions

$5,222

$6,388

$2,528

$8,819

Avg. Weekly Expenses

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

$3,827

Variance

$1,395

$2,561

($1,299)

$4,992

133

98

84

103

Attendance

Additional information on June
not available at time of
publication.
Please refer to bulletin board
or email fcc@fcc-sm.org
for June information
after July 15th.
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Info Center
The Food Bank has one mission –
to feed hungry people in Hays County.
Each contribution helps bring the
security of food on the table for so
many of our neighbors with limited
resources.

We have set the same goal as last year which we met in 2013.
We need your help to meet that goal again this year!

Total pounds

6/23/2014
6/25/2013

1214
1249

Things you can do:
-Make a food donation! Bring your food on Sundays to service.
-Make a financial contribution, every $1 equals 1 pound
towards our goal
-Bring your loose change on youth service days for our noisy
collection
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Church Staff:
Rev. Gregory Ross
Stephanie Haverda
Mattie Howard
Brent Ferguson
Rev. Cari Fowler
Rae Bostwick
Britney Richey
Cecilia Peña
Katherine Reed
Kelsey Schmitz
Carlie Matye
Laura Emerson
Mary & Johnny Wasson

Minister
Administrator
Education Director
Music Director
Min. of Pastoral Care
Treasurer
Bookkeeper
Organist
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Nursery Caregiver
Custodians
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