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Committee on New Church Development and Renewal 
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 
 
Though change is in the air and the Blue-
bonnet Area is growing into a new struc-
ture, we give thanks to God for new possi-
bilities and the faithfulness of our Lord 
who is always with us! 
 
After taking on the leadership of the new 
church development committee, I spent 
some time in discernment on how best to 
move forward.  New church development 
shares similar traits with revitalization, 
and I began to wonder if we could also 
help churches seeking renewal, if only in a 
small way, mainly through grants for train-
ing at the Disciples Leadership Academy. 

At our last AP Council meeting, the board 
approved enlarging the scope of our min-
istry to include revitalization.  The name of 
the committee has been changed to New 
Church Development and Renewal.  The 
money that is already in the New Church 
Development fund will be restricted to 
new church starts, but any future gifts will 
go towards this larger mission. 
 
Revitalization is just as important, and I 
want to encourage your congregation to 
support this fund with your financial sup-
port.  Also, this year we celebrate Pente-
cost on May 20.  Please give to this im-
portant offering that helps new church 
starts nation wide.  A portion of the offer-

ing will stay in our Area and go to the New 
Church Development and Renewal Fund. 
 
I want to encourage you to send someone 
to attend the next Leadership Academy, 
which will be held September 17-21, 2018 
in Indianapolis. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Ron Trimmer 
New Church Development and Renewal 
 
(512) 876-9097 revtrimmer@gmail.com 

Feliberto’s 80th Birthday 

If you would like to help us celebrate Fe-
liberto's 80th birthday this March 9th, and 
we know you would, we have a SWGSM 
wish list from him for the next year. 
 

1. Bring a mission group for a spiritual 
retreat, cross-cultural experience, and/
or work trip. (We have lots of great 
options we can discuss with you, or we 
can help you design one to fit your 
needs.) 

2. Make a recurring donation through our 
on-line giving program. (We have an 
$80,000 goal to support our refugee 
travel and family reunification budget, 
so every dollar counts.) 

3. Send your favorite memories in pic-
tures, short videos or cards to Shar-
min.DeMoss@gmail.com or 4604 Arch-
er Drive, The Colony, TX 75056.   

4. Pray with SWGSM and for us. We are 

using our Newsletter, Facebook, and 
Website to connect better with you. 
Feliberto has been sharing his prayer 
requests so they can go out to you, and 
we can pray together. 

5. If you feel that together with God we 
are making the difference you want to 
be in the world, please share and invite 
friends, co-workers, and church groups 
to join us in the circle of love and com-
passion. 

 
Thank you for helping Celebrate the life of 
one who so completely answers God's call 
each day of his life. 

2018 CYF Spring Rally 

March 2-4 

 

Jesuscize:  Jesus Gives You Wings 

Keynoter:  Lori Mack 

 

Cost $115 

 

Click here for Flyer & Registration Form. 

Meets for Spring 
2018 

 
 
March 3 Genesis Iglesia Cristiana Agape 
 
April 28 Genesis Iglesia Cristiana La Roca 
 
For more information contact Pastor David Huegel at (281) 451
-9235 or djhuegel@gmail.com. 
 
Click here for flyer in English. Click here for flyer in Spanish. 

mailto:revtrimmer@gmail.com
mailto:sharmin.demoss@gmail.com
mailto:sharmin.demoss@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZJc7-92TkxwYwFOGg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/700+S+17th+St,+McAllen,+TX+78501/@26.198084,-98.2410197,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8665a74374873891:0xbdb4a9a78b74d2ff!8m2!3d26.198084!4d-98.238831
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2746+52nd+St,+Dallas,+TX+75216/@32.6953445,-96.7775345,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864e9795cf466e2f:0x35918911738b6b85!8m2!3d32.6953445!4d-96.7753458
mailto:djhuegel@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZI4YO8V9oC3jaNq6w
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZI5aNPVu8hriRtpjQ


Page 2  

2018 CCSW Disciples Men Mission Project:  March 5-10 
The 2018 Spring Mission Project will be an office/welcome center for the Disciples Conference Cen-
ter.  Buildout with an office, conference room, kitchen, bathroom and storage, electrical, HVAC, etc. 
from a 33’ x 40’ assembled metallic shell building.  Since we will be starting with a Mueller metal shell 
structure and will be framing the inside, we will need some workers to come later in the week to bal-
ance the workload. Therefore if you can come for 2-4 days and the end of the week works better for 
you, then come on Wednesday, March 7th. 
 
Please complete and mail the Volunteer Registration Form so we can plan the work schedule and 
food. 
 
For more information click here for the Announcement Letter. 
 
For questions or late registrations, please contact: 
 
Les Hodson at (214) 284-9617 or lester.hodson@gmail.com. 
 
Nathan Higginbotham at (281) 537-1754 or nathanhig@sbcglobal.net. 

Free Webinars for Your Church 

 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Driver Management for Owned and Non-owned Vehicles 
 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
Risk Management for Camps 

 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ladder Safety 
 

Wednesday, August 8, 2018 
Unique Risks Preventing Sexual Abuse 

in the School Environment 
 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
Trending Risk Management Concerns for Churches  

 
All webinars are from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

CYF Day at TCU 
 

April 7th 
9:30—6:00 

 
 

 
CYF Day at TCU is a longstanding tradition in which CYF, high 
school, students come to campus for a day, get a tour, have 
lunch on campus, learn all about TCU while getting to meet 
current students and staff, worship as a community, and of 
course go to a baseball game (Go Frogs)!  This year it is open to 
both high school AND Chi Rho, middle school, students.   
 
This year, CYF day is FREE, and it will take place on Saturday, 
April 7, starting at 9:00 in the morning.  It starts at University 
Christian Church where we will have breakfast and coffee 
before the admissions information session! We will have activi-
ties for middle school students that might not want to sit 
through an admissions information session. 
 
Please RSVP here by March 25. If you are travelling from out-
side DFW and need a place to stay for the night, please send an 
email. We are already working with local churches to arrange 
lodging for groups. We will also have ideas of things to do in 
Fort Worth throughout the weekend for the groups that would 
like those. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email Joshua 
Jackson at joshua.t.jackson@tcu.edu or Rev. Lea McCracken at 
lea.mccracken@tcu.edu. 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZICGo2Oe4SrwAxHVQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZIDVj4YqzOte_y-4g
mailto:lester.hodson@gmail.com
mailto:nathanhig@sbcglobal.net
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF88884839
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF88884838
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF8888483B
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF8888483F
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF8888483F
https://www.anymeeting.com/AccountManager/RegEv.aspx?PIID=ED53DF88884831
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSo9nWgN6MpaSZCOkDOFpQfHaY2iMekdjDYuJoRjO-5XGqZw/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:joshua.t.jackson@tcu.edu
mailto:joshua.t.jackson@tcu.edu
mailto:lea.mccracken@tcu.edu
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Disciples Oaks Challenge Course Facilitator Training 
The construction of the low course was 
begun in 2011 followed by the completion 
of the high course in 2016.  This spring, 
the camp is offering the opportunity for 
you to 1) complete the full two weekend 
facilitator training or 2) be a participant in 
the first weekend which allows you to 
experience most of the elements on both 
the low and high courses under the direc-
tion of our current facilitator team.  Find a 
friend, spouse or child to be a partner in 
this new adventure. 

Disciples Participation 
The construction of a course of this quality 
is great accomplishment but the value of 
the course is gained when groups are 
guided though the course by trained facili-
tators.  The facilitator team that built the 
low course and has been the strong core 
for the project is a dedicated, professional 
and fun group.  But this team is missing 

something, participation from the CPA and 
BBA.  In order for the Areas to fully utilize 
the great blessing that this course brings, 
we must have Disciples trained as facilita-
tors. 
  
Role of the facilitator 
Challenge Course facilitation is a skill that 
must be learned and practiced.  Some 
people will be very good at it and some 
not.  The director of the current team has 
many years and hundreds of hours of ex-
perience on courses.  The facilitator team 
is responsible for: 
  

 Full Weekend Challenge Courses – The 
facilitator team works with each group 
as they spend a weekend solving the 
challenges of the course.  The facilita-
tors guide the group as they develop 
and enhance their skills in leadership, 
communication, trust, problem solving 
and confidence. 

 Single Element Events for Summer 
Campers – Set up and guide campers 
through one high course element as 
part of their camp week.  Eighter’s is a 
good example 

 Continued Training and Maintenance – 
The team gathers several times a year 
for course mowing, element mainte-
nance, training, camping and fun 

 Training  
Facilitator training is scheduled for April 
13-15 and April 27-29.  During the first 
weekend the group will go through the 
course as a participant and follow up 
learning the process, philosophy and tech-
niques of facilitation.  During the second 
weekend, you will learn the equipment, 
safety procedures, and technical aspects 
used in a challenge course.  You will also 
learn history, tips, techniques, and ap-
proaches to the art of facilitation.  Please 
consider the importance of having Disci-
ples trained to operate our course.  Are 
you being called to help others grow 
through this program?  
  
This link is a good tool for providing more 
information, links to the camp website, a 
profile on the challenge course program, 
and registration.  Two weekends; course 
fee is $250. 
 
This link has the same information but 
registration is only for the first week-
end.  One weekend; course fee is $150. 
  
Questions?  Are fees an obstacle for 
you?  Contact Bob Simons, (713) 824-
2015, bsimons48@gmail.com 
 

Please contact the BBA/LRGVD Office at (210) 822-4345 to schedule your interview with the Area Committee on Ministry if you are: 
 
 A commissioned minister whose commission has expired or will expire on September 1, 2018.  Commissioned ministers must 

renew their commissions on a yearly basis.  If you are a minister renewing your commission you are to complete the 2018 Appli-
cation for Renewal of Commission (Word PDF) and your sponsoring congregation is to complete the 2018 Congregational Support 
Form (Word PDF) . 

 
 An individual completing his/her period of discernment in the Area Committee on Ministry (ACOM) Education Program and is 

seeking his/her first time commission.  If you are seeking your first time commission you are to complete the 2018 Application 
for 1st Time Commission (Word PDF) and your sponsoring congregation is to complete the 2018 Congregational Support Form 
(Word PDF). 

 
 An individual seeking to enter the ACOM Education Program.  If you are interested in entering the ACOM Education Program 

please read the Overview and Application for Commission Ministry Education Program (Word PDF). 
 
2018 ACOM Ministry Interviews Schedule: 
 Saturday, April 7th at Hyde Park Christian Church 
 Saturday, June 2nd at Western Hills Christian Church 
 Saturday, August 4th at FCC San Benito 

Annual Interviews for Commissioned Ministry 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-new-facilitator-training-course-tickets-42306180926
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/come-and-take-it-open-enrollment-challenge-course-tickets-42381023783
mailto:bsimons48@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNqbSW73wGe1PIhyQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNthoT2YngLb9OOGQ
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNov9oTXsf_rroucQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNsBsSswtwHAg2a3A
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNp3qzgnzhNGyv11Q
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNuDr9LCKhUT4CFAw
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNov9oTXsf_rroucQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZNsBsSswtwHAg2a3A
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Al1VtoRCabOu8AR86BgT3w34NTay
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugYQX5YcbLvENrc8yEQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hyde+Park+Christian+Church/@30.306928,-97.7224177,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa3081eef8583c412!8m2!3d30.306928!4d-97.7224177
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Western+Hills+Christian+Church/@29.5187,-98.6077132,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x865c677ad8ad4c19:0x58a8e2641befb0cf!8m2!3d29.5187!4d-98.6055245
https://www.google.com/maps/place/First+Christian+Church+San+Benito/@26.1334473,-97.6309931,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x866f835cbe5cfa4f:0x4f262d17b6512d8b!8m2!3d26.1334473!4d-97.6288044


For assistance with Search and Call please contact Rev. William 
Howden at bbasearch@ccsw.org or (210) 771-5981. 
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Resources 

Disciples Home Missions 
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

 Missions & Volunteering 

 Congregational Transformation 

 Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 

 Faith Formation & Education 

 Justice & Advocacy 

 Scholarships & Grants 

 Ministry Resources for Women, Men, Children, Families, 
Youth & Young Adults 

 
www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions  
 
www.discipleshomemissions.org 

Congregations in Search & Call 

FCC Lexington --------------------------------- seeking interim minister 
 
FCC Lockhart --------------- Steve Digby serving as interim minister 
 
FCC McAllen ------- committee reviewing candidates for minister 
 
Rolling Oaks Christian Church -------------------------------------------- 
 -------- installation of Sara Fisher as Senior Minister on March 4th 
 
United Christian Church Taylor ------ seeking part-time co-pastor 

Clergy Leadership Institute 
Stewardship 

 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 

Rolling Oaks Christian Church 
 

$50 if register online by April 9 
Lunch is provided with registration 

Limited scholarships available upon request 
 
 

Click here to register online with EventBrite 
 

What is Stewardship? A brief survey on Stewardship, including 
a theological and biblical foundation on the spiritual discipline 
of giving and serving. 
 
Practicing Stewardship within the Congregation: A look at 
ways to teach and preach effectively about money and how the 
use of time, talent, and financial support can help accomplish 
the ministry and mission of the church. 
 
In preparation for the event, Rev. Dr. Mark Miller would like all 
participants complete a questionnaire by April 9, 2018 (click 
here for link) and to read three articles on Stewardship (click 
here for link). 
 
Information, links to registration, and details about upcoming 
events can also be found on our Facebook pageYou may also 
contact Rev. Ron Trimmer at (512)876-9097 or TXBi-
bleChair@gmail.com. 
 
Click here for flyer. Click here for registration brochure. 

2018 BBA/LRGVD Assembly 
Saturday, May 12th 

Hill Country Christian Church 
 
 
 
For your convenience a block of rooms have been reserved at 
the Hampton Inn Bulverde/Spring Branch for the night of May 
11th.  This is the only hotel within 12 or so miles of the 
church.  The rate is $129.  The last day to reserve one of the 
rooms is April 11th. 
 
To reserve a room please call the  hotel directly at (830) 438-
5007 and press 0 for the operator.  Ask for Group code BLU-
Bluebonnet Area.  Give the Representative the dates May 11-
12, 2018. 
 
As more details about the assembly are provided you will find 
them in upcoming issues of the Chalice, the BBA/LRGVD calen-
dar and the BBA/LRGVD website. 

Black Leadership Project Grant 
The Black Leadership Project Grant provides funds projects that 
develop, nurture, and strengthen church leadership in African 
American congregations of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). The 2018 grant process is now open. The application 
deadline is May 31, 2018.  To learn more and apply click here. 

mailto:bbasearch@ccsw.org
http://www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/13777+Judson+Rd+%23110,+San+Antonio,+TX+78233/@29.5642182,-98.3676806,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x865c8cf0a51cf02b:0x67638dc33a35c0fe!8m2!3d29.5648808!4d-98.3641401
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/clergy-leadership-institute-stewardship-tickets-42380184272
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeA_ZKCCqQ2h43WIxxeQ8TddD6XJLNGByDZIP3-xZbNyUQgZA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeA_ZKCCqQ2h43WIxxeQ8TddD6XJLNGByDZIP3-xZbNyUQgZA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://sites.google.com/site/texasbiblechairfoundation/files
https://sites.google.com/site/texasbiblechairfoundation/files
http://www.facebook.com/texasbiblechair/
mailto:TXBibleChair@gmail.com
mailto:TXBibleChair@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZMpYu_cUIxclkZuFw
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugZMnQH-oS-veY-QsJw
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hill+Country+Christian+Church/@29.797308,-98.4323409,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa68c84ffebba4fd3!8m2!3d29.797308!4d-98.4323409
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hampton+Inn+Bulverde/@29.8064208,-98.4195759,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x395ff3a56c1b043d!8m2!3d29.8064208!4d-98.4195759
tel:(830)%20438-5007
tel:(830)%20438-5007
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/bba@ccsw.org/Calendar/calendar.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/bba@ccsw.org/Calendar/calendar.html
http://www.bluebonnetarea.org
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/african-american-congregational-nurture/black-leadership-projects-grant/
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The Chalice 
 

A monthly publication of 

BBA/LRGVD Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

 Office: (210) 822-4345 
1214 Colima St Fax: (866) 602-2789 
San Antonio, Texas 78207 Email: bba@ccsw.org 

 

Monthly Events Click here to view full calendar. 

2-4 CYF Spring Rally at DCCI 
 
3 Bible Olympics:  Genesis at Iglesia Cristiana Agape 
 
4 Installation of Sara Fisher at Rolling Oaks Christian Church 
 
4 Consecration of Rev Dr Andy Mangum at Central Christian 

Church Dallas 
 
5-10 CCSW Disciples Men Work Project at DCCI 
 
12 Alamo Cluster Meeting at Luby’s 911 N Main 11:30 a.m. 
 
13 Capital Cluster Meeting at Hyde Park CC 12:00 p.m. 
 
14 Free Webinar:  Driver Management for Owned and Non-

Owned Vehicles 
 
17 Christal Fisher Preaching at the LRGVD Board Meeting 
 
17 DCCI Board Meeting at DCCI 10:30 a.m. 
 
21 Coastal Cluster Meeting at FCC Corpus Christi 11:00 a.m. 
 
26 Inman Board Meeting at Inman Christian Center 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

To request more information regarding these upcoming events contact the Area Office at bba@ccsw.org or (210) 822-4345. 

Congregational Recurring Monthly Events 

Mon & Tue Lilies of the Valley at IC Emmanuel 9:00 a.m. 
  
Mon-Sun Loaves & Fishes at Primera IC Raymondville 4:00 p.m.  
 
Tue Food Pantry at Alamo Heights CC 10:00 a.m.   
 
Tue & Wed Love Closet at Primera IC Raymondville 4:00 p.m. 
  
Wed Community Nurse at Primera IC Raymondville 3:00 p.m. 
 
Thu Community in Action at Primera IC Raymondville 9:00 

a.m. 
 
Thu Loaves & Fishes at FCC San Benito 5:00 p.m.  
 
Sat 2nd & 4th The Open Table at Western Hills CC 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/bba@ccsw.org/Calendar/calendar.html
mailto:bba@ccsw.org
https://1drv.ms/i/s!Al1VtoRCabOu7CPx3Zqn7kCtHeRu

