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La Posada by Elena Huegel 
At the grocery store yesterday, the smells 
from a newly arranged corner of the fruit 
and vegetable area transported  me back 
to my early childhood at the Theological 
Community in Mexico City.  There were 
"tejocotes" (the internet translates this 
fruit as the Mexican Hawthorne), cinna-
mon sticks, "piloncillo" (blocks of distilled 
and hardened sugar cane), tangerines, raw 
sugar cane, raisins and tamarind fruit, the 
ingredients for the Mexican Christmas hot 
punch, neatly arranged in preparation for 
the coming of advent.  I just stood there a 
minute breathing in the memories. 
 
"La Posada," the Mexican Christmas party, 
is a special time to remember how Mary 
and Joseph could not find a place in a 
Bethlehem inn.  I remember the delicious 
spicy smell of the hot punch lacing the 
cold winter night as we decorated with 
paper flags and a crèche (in our family, 
complete with the kings traveling to the 
manger on the flat cars of a Lionel train!)  
The piñatas back then were stars made of 
paper maché with a clay pot core, not 
filled so much with candy as they are now-
adays, but with raw sugar cane (we would 
rip the peel off with our teeth, suck on the 
sweet fibers, and then spit these out into 
the yard when we were finished) and tan-
gerines.  I still love tangerines while I am 
forever leery of piñatas!  I haven´t for-
gotten how as children we had to dodge 
the flying shards of the clay pot breaking 
at the wild swings of  a blindfolded child 
armed with a wooden broomstick.  In 
Spanish, we would question, "¿a quién se 
le ocurre?", or "who came up with that 
bright idea?"!   
 
One of the Christmas carols sung especial-
ly during "La posada" has been running 
through my mind all month.  This tradi-
tional song involves reenacting part of the 
Christmas story. Most of the  party goers 
stand outside the home or place where 
the party has been prepared.  They are 
dressed in costumes and two people are 
chosen to represent Mary and Joseph.  
Those inside the house represent all who 

filled the inn, and someone is selected to 
be the keeper.   Then those outside and 
inside each sing a verse of the following 
carol. 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
In the name of heaven, I ask you for shel-
ter for my beloved wife can go no farther. 
 
The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
This is not an inn, get on with you. I can-
not open the door, you might be a rogue. 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
Do not be inhuman, show some charity 
and God in heaven will reward you. 
 
The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
You may go now and don´t bother us any-
more, because if I get angry, I will beat 
you. 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
We are worn out, all the way from Naza-
reth. I am a carpenter named Joseph. 
 
The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
Never mind your name, let me sleep. I´ve 
already told you, we won´t open the door. 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
We request lodging, dear innkeeper, for 
only one night, for the Queen of Heaven. 
 
The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
If she is a queen who is asking, why is it 
that she´s out at night, wandering so 
alone? 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
My wife is Mary, she is the Queen of 
Heaven, she will by the mother to the Di-
vine Word. 
 
The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
Is that you Joseph?  Your wife is Mary?  
Enter pilgrims, I didn´t recognize you. 
 
Joseph, Mary and those outside sing: 
May the Lord reward you for your charity, 
and may heaven fill you with happiness. 

The innkeeper and those inside respond: 
Blessed is the home harboring on this day, 
the pure virgin, the beautiful Mary. 
 
At this point, the door is opened and 
those outside enter as all sing: 
Enter holy pilgrims, pilgrims, receive this 
corner, not of this poor dwelling, but of 
my heart. 
Tonight is for happiness, for pleasure and 
rejoicing, for tonight we will give lodging 
to the Mother of God the Son. 
 
I have been thinking about these words 
and whether Mary, Joseph, and their un-
born child would called by a different 
name today.  Could they be tourists,  mi-
grants, refugees, sojourners, or internally 
displaced persons instead of pilgrims? 
 
We have all of these  here in Chiapas as 
we prepare to celebrate advent, "La posa-
da" and Christmas. While the world news 
focuses on one migrant caravan, and the 
Mexican government attempts to respond 
to internal and international pressure, the 
news and the government are silent with 
regards to the over 1000 children, women, 
men, and elderly illegally evicted from 
their lands last week here in the Chiapan 
highlands.  This is another of several com-
munities to be forcibly removed from their 
lands in the last year.  Political parties, 
international mining, energy and forestry 
companies as well as the cartels are vying 
for the valuable land where the native 
Mayan people have lived.  One strategy 
for "emptying" areas of their populations 
in order to free territory for business is to 
pit one community against another, stir-
ring the embers of unresolved land titles.  
It is nearly impossible to unravel the tan-
gled web of the interests and secret alli-
ances of the big three power brokers: the 
Mexican government with its political par-
ties, the multinational companies and the 
mafia (who traffic weapons, drugs and 
people.) 
 

Continued on page 2... 
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Continued:  La Posada by Elena Huegel 
 Internally displaced people come, 

fleeing from violence in their 
mountain communities. 

 Tourists from Europe and the 
United States come to see the 
ancient Mayan archeological 
sites.  

 Migrants from the Caribbean, 
Central and South  American 
countries come, some to stay and 
some on their way to the US.  

 Refugees come, escaping from 
death threats especially in Hon-
duras and el Salvador and now 
also Nicaragua. 

 Pilgrims come, seeking alterna-
tive medicines from Mayan heal-
ers or to visit communities in 
resistance and learn from their 
political and social proposals. 

 Sojourners come, people who fall 
in love with the beauty and diver-
sity of Chiapas, stay a while, and 
then move on.  

In southern Mexico, people are constantly 
on the move. Hence, it is wonderful place 
to practice the gifts and challenges of hos-
pitality.  The people of the Roots in the 
ruins: hope in trauma program in Juchitán, 
Oaxaca, whom I have been visiting for 
over a year ever since the September 
2017 earthquakes, are an example of how 
the hospitality of  "La posada" expresses 
itself in the Mexican day to day.  Some are 
not yet living in their own homes after the 
earthquakes because they can´t afford the 
rising costs of construction.  Others do not 
yet have jobs because local businesses 
have not recovered from the disaster.  
And yet, as the most recent migrant cara-
van  from Central America passed about 
25 miles from their town, they spent sev-
eral weeks preparing hot meals, driving 
out to the highway where the migrants 
passed, and serving those in need in any 
way they could.   
 

We know what it is like to be 

without a home, to want some-
thing better for your family,  but 
to feel powerless.  We also know 
how it feels to receive the love, 
care and accompaniment of the 
people of God who came to us in 
the hour of our greatest need.  
We had to share what little we 
have with those who have noth-
ing, not even a safe place to 
sleep. 

 
The people of Juchitán have inspired me 
to find new ways to celebrate "La posada," 
the Mexican hospitality party this Christ-
mas.  I invite you, too, to open a corner of  
your hearts to pilgrims, tourists,  migrants, 
refugees, sojourners, and internally dis-
placed persons and to remember Hebrews 
13:2 (CEV) "Be sure to welcome strangers 
into your home.  By doing this, some peo-
ple have welcomed angels as guests, with-
out even knowing it."  

Haga clic aquí para leer en Español. 

As the year 2018 comes to an end we want to thank our part-
ners HEB, Loaves and Fishes,  the Willacy Alliance of Pastors, 
local program leaders and Chick-fil-a for helping us with our 
successful community outreach events. We are so grateful to 
God for providing food, clothing, winter items and hygiene 
products to help our community. For any kind of donation to 
our food pantry call Pastor Rosie at (956) 241-0069. May the 
lord continue his gracious favor on our ministry and may we 
continue to work together victoriously in the new year 2019. 

On Sunday, November 4, Ryan Brower was installed as the new pastor at 
First Christian Church in Lexington. 

(El domingo 4 de noviembre, Ryan Brower fue instalado como el nuevo pastor 
de la Primera Iglesia Cristiana en Lexington.) 

Left to right (de izquiedra a derecho):  Ryan Brower, Christal Fisher & Keith Bexley 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugad4FceN2FmpQLlb_g


 Page 3 

Thank You Letter From DCCI 
Dear Friends, Supporters, and Congrega-
tions of Disciple Oaks Camp & Retreat, 
 
Greetings from Disciple Oaks Camp & Re-
treat in Gonzales.  We hope this letter 
finds you doing well!  This is a letter both 
to express our thanks for such a great year 
and to provide updates on several items.   
 
Thank you so much for all the support this 
past Spring and Summer.  During the 
Spring we completed the construction of 
our new Welcome Center/Office build-
ing.  Donations and volunteer labor fund-
ed a significant portion of the building 
with the remaining amount funded by a 
loan from Church Extension.  Shortly after 
we had an awesome camping sea-
son.  Thank you for working with us this 
first year to get online registration in place 
and for sending all the excited youth and 
adults.  We are glad to say our camp pro-
gram grew slightly this year with 207 
campers/55 adults attending our four tra-
ditional camps and 183 adults/youth at 
the HSWC Youth Camp.  Thank you so 
much to our volunteer leaders and all in-
volved! 

Our Board met in September and after 
careful deliberation decided to slightly 
raise user fees for this next year.  Raising 
fees is not an easy thing to do, but our 
income is limited to user fees, donations, 
and the fluid royalty checks.  To allow Dis-
ciple Oaks to keep our user fees at a re-
duced rate it takes donations from our 
churches, individuals, supporters, and 
friends of the camp.  As we approach this 
time of Christmas and end of the year giv-
ing, I ask that you keep Disciple Oaks in 
your prayers.  If you can help with any 
amount now or a regular donation during 
the coming year, please make checks out 
to Disciple Oaks or you can give on our 
website www.discipleoaksretreat.net.  
Your gifts are tax deductible. 
 
As both the Bluebonnet and Coastal Plains 
Areas cross the threshold on December 
31, 2018 into the restructure of the Re-
gion, please instruct your congregations to 
start sending any donations straight to the 
camp.  Made payable and mailed to: Disci-
ple Oaks Camp & Retreat, 673 Private 
Road 3381, Gonzales, Texas 78629.  
 

My hope and prayer are that together we 
can make a difference in the lives of our 
guests and live towards our mission: “to 
provide a safe and welcoming place for all 
people where God’s transforming pres-
ence is made real by developing excep-
tional accommodations, activities, and 
programs”. 
 
If you have questions, please contact me 
or one of the Board members:  Andy 
Cloyd, Susan Kessler, Rick Brockway, Tom 
Ballard, Rae Bostwick, Brett Coe, Shawn 
Colson, Judy Dalton, Mary Deaver, Mi-
chael Dunn, Peggy Edge, Christal Fisher, 
Nathan Higginbotham, Jim Kessler, Bob 
Simons, Janene Suggs, Hector Velazquez, 
or Emily Wycpalek.  
 
Many blessings, 
 

 
 
Rev. Scott Miller, 

Camp Director  
 
 

Haga clic aquí para leer en Español. 

Matching Challenge Grant for Disciples Oaks 
Dear Friends, Supporters, and Congregations of Disciple Oaks Camp & Retreat, 
  
We are pleased to announce that a Matching Grant Challenge is being offered by a donor in the Houston area.  They are offering a 
1:1 match up to $5,000 to encourage other friends, supporters, and congregations to provide financial support to the ministry of 
Disciple Oaks. The Challenge will run from November 21st to December 31st.  
 
For the complete letter explaining this challenge please click here. 

First Christian Church of Beeville 

Invites you to the Installation Ceremony 
of Pastor Maggie Mossler 

 
 

on Sunday, December 9, 2018 
11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Lunch will follow 

Young Adult Retreat 
January 4-6, 2019 @DCCI aka Camp Gonzo 

WE ARE…I AM… 

Cost $60 
For registration and more information contact Kim Johnson at 

(713) 702-6957 or kbajfrog@gmail.com 
Let us know by January 3, 2019 

 
Join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, rest and Spirit 

Bring bedding, games, snacks to share 
 

Haga clic aquí para ver el volante en Español. 

http://www.discipleoaksretreat.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S9XD2mTT0pt0Oc9w6Wsc-My1ceplsUUU7l-YZ6Lrh0ZCm1Mbgdky2NufUuB4URH3of2lKfxOZUFRREbGmBfZEfz-7wIZqp4NWKTZRvVABh4e5SXV2lp4QMPxNxpGNp-52fpXQmW7_UbD5567kVhF8S760AEtyIw6c6bxJvEaVtHR5PIdvNtF8QUViyvKHSl_CxicCf6aYKPYnLXWX6kRkG2fln64HNixyau6
mailto:kbajfrog@gmail.com
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugaYfl4pLuajLuACt8g


CLERGY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
Understanding Disciples Heritage 

 
Saturday, January 19, 2019 

Presenter:  Rev. Dr. Newell Williams 
 

Click here for online registration. 
 

Click here for flyer. 
 

Haga clic aquí para el volante en Español. 
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Youth Ministry Team Application 
The Mission South Youth Ministry Team is the group that plans, 
designs and leads the CYF events offered . Each church in the 
Mission South area is asked and encouraged to send youth rep-
resentatives from their congregation to be on this team. 
 
Click here for detailed information and application. 
 
Applications will be due to Evan Tiffany (CPA Convener) or Katie 
Maybaum (BBA Moderator), by February 18, 2019. 
 
YMT is made up of representatives from each member church 
and 6 or more adults from the Area. If you are interested in be-
ing a YMT adult, please email Rev. Judy Dalton, Chair of the Chil-
dren’s and Youth Ministry Team, at drjudyallen@hotmail.com 
and/or Emily Wycpalek, Outdoor Ministry Chair, at 
ewycpalek@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Haga clic aquí para ver la información en Español. 

Jan 19 Acts IC Maná 

 
Mar 2 Exodus Primera Iglesia Cristiana 
 
Mar 9 Ruth, Esther, Daniel, Jonah IC Alfa y Omega 
 
Mar 23 John, 1, 2 & 3 John Iglesia Maná de Coronado 
 
Click here for flyer in English. 

Haga clic aquí para el volante en Español. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

2019 NTA Leader and Learner Event 
 

Speaker:  Timothy James 
Associate General Minister and 

Administrative Secretary of the National Convocation 
 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 
8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 
Northway Christian Church 

 
Haga clic aquí para ver la información en Español. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/clergy-leadership-institute-understanding-of-heritage-tickets-52151368146?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugaYqWhakdDT1h9pb9g
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugacmuR5m2h2cqm5b-w
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugadNXijN3ITZHx3afQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugadRhTDhqOgfiufQDw
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugad3KoHmuYPTIK0nKA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Northway+Christian+Church/@32.8646612,-96.7818585,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x5d116cbf11b039b8!8m2!3d32.8646612!4d-96.7818585
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugaYkvLIoOu1Lr1d-6g
https://app.campdoc.com/!/home/auth/login?r=oaks


Dear BBA/LRGVD family: 
 
It is with great joy that I share with you that this week the Lord 
blessed me with the opportunity to continue to serve you in a 
new capacity.  In 2019, I will serve as the Bilingual Assistant Re-
gional Registrar for the CCSW.  I am enthusiastic about this new 
challenge and looking forward to continue to serve you.  Please 
accept my heartfelt gratitude for your prayers and advocacy on 
my behalf. 
 
My office will remain at Inman Christian Center.  For the imme-
diate future my email address and phone number will remain 
the same.  I know you have many questions about how this will 
affect you and the services you receive, but rest assured that 
you will continue to be served.  You may contact me and I will 
connect you with the appropriate individual. 
 
May the Lord continue to bless you, 
 

Anna Facundo 

 
 
 

Querida familia de BBA/LRGVD: 
  
Es con gran alegría que les comparto que gracias a Dios seguiré 
siendo su servidora pero en otra capacidad.  En el 2019,  seré la 
Asistente Bilingüe de CCSW.  Estoy muy entusiasmada por este 
nuevo reto y gustosa de seguir siendo su servidora.  Les agradez-
co de todo corazón sus oraciones y abogacía en mi nombre. 
  
Mi oficina seguirá localizada aquí en Inman.  Por lo pronto mi 
número de teléfono y correo electrónico seguirá igual.  Yo sé 
que aún tienen muchas preguntas sobre como los cambios los 
afectara a ustedes y los servicios que reciben, pero les aseguro 
que seguirán siendo atendidos.  Ustedes pueden comunicarse 
conmigo y yo los conectare con la persona indicada. 
  
Que Dios los bendiga, 

 

Anna Facundo 
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CCSW Disciples’ Men 2019 Spring Mission Project 
The 2019 Spring Mission Project will be to make repairs for a Corpus Christi congregation, Bethany Christian Church to damage 
caused by Hurricane Harvey. We will also remove an existing 30 foot wall and build a new much needed bathroom. This will involve 
outside work to run sewer, water, and electrical conduit for this bathroom. 
 
What you can do!  Your participation, your prayers and monetary gifts are needed. The cost of the project will mostly be paid 
jointly by our regional Disciples Men and the DOC’s Week of Compassion. Additionally, gifts from churches and individuals will be 
greatly appreciated.       
            
 To donate, make your Donation Checks out TO: CCSW and mark them “2019 Disciples Men’s Mission Project” 
 Mail them to CCSW, PO Box 1689, Ft. Worth, Texas 76101-1689 
 
When:  The week of March 4th to 9th 

 
Click here for detailed information and application. 

DCCI Challenge Course and Facilitator Training 
Challenge Course:  April 5-7, 2019 
Ever wanted to try the Disciple Oaks chal-
lenge course but didn't have a group to 
attend with? This course is designed so 
that now you can attend individually as 
part of an open enrollment group. This 
weekend course is a high adventure out-
door program working with other adults 
as a team to work through interesting and 
unique challenges. It is fun, it is challeng-
ing, and it is rewarding. We promise that 
when your friends ask 'what did you do for 

your weekend?’ you won't have to say 
'not much'.  Follow this link for more infor-
mation. 
 
Facilitator Training:  April 26-28, 2019 
Facilitator training is scheduled for April 
26 – 28. Attending the Come & Take It! 
Challenge Course weekend on April 5 – 7 
(see above) is a prerequisite for this 
training weekend.   During this weekend, 
you will build on your experience in the 
first weekend and learn the equipment, 

safety procedures, and technical aspects 
used in a challenge course. You will also 
learn history, tips, techniques, and ap-
proaches to the art of facilitation.  Follow 
this link for more information. 
 
Questions? Are fees an obstacle for 
you? Contact Bob Simons, (713) 824-2015, 
bsimons48@gmail.com 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al1VtoRCabOugagI2AgtQrj7mLk26Q
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-2019-come-and-take-it-open-enrollment-challenge-course-tickets-49582803500?ref=estw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-new-facilitator-training-course-tickets-51320658471?ref=estw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-new-facilitator-training-course-tickets-51320658471?ref=estw
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
Installation of 
Maggie Mossler 

10 
11:30a Alamo 
Cluster Meeting 

11 
12p Capital Cluster 
Meeting 

12 
  

13 
  

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

19 
11a Coastal Clus-
ter Meeting 

20 
  

21 
  

22 
  

23 
  

24 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

25 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

26 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

27 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

28 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

29 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

30 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

31 
BBA/LRGVD Office 
Closed in Ob-
servance of the 
Christmas Holi-
days 

Notes: 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/bba@ccsw.org/Calendar/calendar.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/bba@ccsw.org/Calendar/calendar.html

