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The Year of the Child
Happy New Year, everyone! As we begin a new year I am determined to make this “the year of the child” for myself,
and I recommend that you join me in this endeavor.
Here is our text:
[Jesus] called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
(Matthew 18:2-4, NRSV)
So, that’s our task. Are you with me?
Life is hard. It is harder without God’s help. He is willing, but sometimes we are not. What we need to do to find peace in stressful
situations is have the heart of a child.
What does that mean? I think it means at least the following things:
1. We need to live in the moment. Have you noticed how children are fully present? They experience one moment at a time. Don’t tell
them you are going to do something they like in two hours; they won’t leave you alone until it’s done. Save the announcement until you
are ready to do it. Children, unlike us adults, don’t usually waste much time looking back with regret. And normally they don’t think too far
ahead into the future either. They are living examples of Jesus’ advice in Matthew 5:34 (NRSV):
“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”
2. We need to trust God. Children trust their parents who love them. They believe the grown-ups in their life will care for them and
protect them. Here is Jesus again:
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks
for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
(Matthew 7:7-11, NRSV)
3. We need to live for something greater than ourselves. In the passage already cited above, Jesus says the key to life in God’s
kingdom is humility. He gives us many ways to live humbly. He taught us to seek first the Kingdom of God, and all the things we need
will be ours as well. He told us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, even if our neighbor does not love us back. He said,
“whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave.”
(Matthew 20:26-27, NRSV)

Important Dates for January
January 5, Saturday—Male Call at 8:00 AM
January 8, Tuesday—Butterfly Group at 7:00 PM
January 10, Thursday—Membership Committee at 2:00 PM
Education Committee at 6:00 PM
January 11, 12 & 13—Youth United CommUNITY Retreat
January 17, Thursday—Church Board meeting at 6:00 PM
January 19, Saturday—FCC Leader Training at 9:00 AM (Breakfast at 8:30)
January 20, Sunday—3rd Sunday Potluck—Souper Sunday at 11:45 AM

Connecting… Caring… Sharing… Growing…
Our ADVENT study, “Behold,” was wonderful! A special thanks to Gregory, Cari and Shawn for leading us. The reflection added to our
preparation and thoughtfulness about Christmas.
ADULT BIBLE CHALLENGE: Growing spiritually is a daily adventure. Taking time to be silent before God, listen to God’s word through
daily reading and discerning how to live it out in our lives is how that growth happens. The challenge this year is to become deeply familiar
with the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John by reading them all year long. Pick up the daily guide on the Education table in the Narthex. It includes some questions for reflection as well. You might also consider choosing a new translation from which to read. Check
online for excerpts and see what interests you. You might also enjoy recruiting a buddy to check in with each week and share what you
are learning.....a spouse, a child, read individually and as a family, a friend, a neighbor....be creative!
Our new Adult Bible Study classes begin January 6……but enrollment is open so join at any time. Registration forms are available
on the Education Table. Please return them to the Education table or in your class. Class Descriptions:
Our Love for God: studies in Old and New Testaments, taught by Linda Vetters. This group utilizes David C. Cook literature and has
a Bible study, discussion format. They meet in the Parlor.
 Knowing God in our Human Experience, taught by Perry Arledge and Rebecca Chapman. The class will help members create a
core foundation of beliefs and resources to deal with the many life challenges we all face: griefs, stress, anger, fear, trust, illness, etc.
The class will explore scripture, honest struggle, and God’s will in discovering grace for ourselves and others. Meeting place TBA.


BBA/CPA Men’s Retreat

Adult Trip
to
Lexington,
Kentucky
Join us for an educational and memorable trip to Cane Ridge and
historic sites of 19th century Christian unity events and movement that resulted in the Disciples of Christ. Call the church office
for information and to sign up for the trip (April 28-May 2, 2019).
We need a minimum of 25 participants to confirm travel and
lodging arrangements and the deadline for getting your
registration in is February 12.

February 15 – 16
“The Joy of Leaving a Legacy of Faith”
Mentoring. Coaching. Teaching. Discipleship.
Join us at the 2019 BBA/CPA Men’s Retreat on February 15 – 16
at the Disciple Oaks Conf. Center in Gonzales to worship
together and participate in a discussion of this important topic.
Registration is Friday at 4:00 pm at The Lodge. The event kicks
off with dinner at 6:00 pm. You are welcome to arrive earlier to
fish or just enjoy the outdoors. The retreat will end at 1:30 pm on
Saturday, in time for the dedication of the new office building
completed as a CCSW Men’s Work Project last year. We are
planning for great food, inspirational singing and a challenging
message from our speaker, with discussions to ensue. We also
will have access to the property during the weekend for nature
walks, camp fires, fishing and indoor table games.
Registration: $60.00 / $40 Sat. only – online
preferred: (go to ccsw.org/disciples-men/) or mail
check and form to the CCSW Regional Office.

3rd Sunday
Souper Sunday
Potluck Lunch
Remember to support our
Mendez Cub Scout Pack 35
This program has meant so much to
so many young boys at Mendez
Elementary! This year we are sponsoring FIVE
dens! If you can help please donate to this fund
and for more information contact Phil Elam at
elamphil@gmail.com

Sunday, January 20
Please join us after worship for our
traditional 3rd Sunday
January “Souper Sunday” meal.

Bring your favorite soup,
side, or dessert.

FCC Youth
Group
Looking for people who could help in either
providing a meal or donating money for
pizza for the youth group. We meet on
the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month and we
usually have between 5 and 10people. If
you are willing to donate, please sign-up on
the sheet in the Narthex or contact
Shawn Colson at 512-757-2521.

School Fuel

We need your help!
Once a month, a group from FCC helps
pack the sacks on a Thursday evening
from 6:20pm until around 7pm. It is a great
opportunity to see what School Fuel is all
about, fellowship with others and serve our
community. Please see Shawn Colson for
donations or to volunteer for a Thursday
packing. THANK YOU!!

January Birthdays
Jerry Weidman
Koltyn Haverda
Carolyn Smith
Kelly Casparis
Andi Shimek
Kennedy Braun
Ashley Herrera
Amber Poth
Aidan Cuellar
Rikki Hardy
Alex Olenick
Larry Diegelman
Michael Poth
Rex Stallings
Taylor Ralph
Elizabeth Lester
Connie Burke
Jennifer Roberts
Phyllis Yates
Bobbie Coley
Claire French
Darcy Hardy
Rick Hardy
Tyler Ellison
Susan Ballard
Cole Stapp

January 1
January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 6
January 6
January 7
January 7
January 7
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 12
January 14
January 16
January 16
January 16
January 21
January 22
January 24
January 26
January 27
January 31
January 31

January Serving Schedule
January 6—Intinction

January 20—Intinction

Elders:
Jerry Weidman
Brad French
Paul Sutphen

Elders:
Katie Carpenter
Tory Carpenter
Kay Quinton

Deacons:
Michael Poth
Marti Poth
Rita McGuire
David Voight

Deacons:
Bobbie Coley
Shawn Colson
Karen McGowan
Carl Adkins

Communion:
Olivia Gerhart

Communion:
Carpenters

January 13

January 27

Elders:
Rita Buchanan
Chris Hansen

Elders:
Stephanie Karlik
Chase Stapp

Deacons:
Gloria Fortin
Ron Fortin
Beth Elam
Phil Elam

Deacons:
Mattie Howard
Mac Howard
Mac Daniel Howard
Jason Karlik

Communion:
Fortins

Communion:
Phil Elam

We continually update the church membership database. If
you find an error in a birthday or anniversary date or if you
are left off the list, we offer our sincerest apologies.
Please email fcc@fcc-sm.org or contact the church office.

Lay Leaders
January 6—Brad French
January 13—Tory Carpenter

January Anniversaries
Roy & Alma Monk

January 1

Maggie & Eddie Mossler January 6

January 20—Chris Hansen
January 27—Rita McQuire

