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                                             —can’t find the artist or title yet. 

ankind’s Fall in the Garden of Eden was a universal catastrophe with 
only one solution. The spotless Lamb of God, Jesus the Messiah, the 
Eternal Word, God in the flesh would take upon Himself the sin of 

the world. The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation and 
center of God’s love and grace. In part 6 of the series we will delve into 
Genesis 3:1-24 that details the initial tragedy and rebellion of mankind 
towards God, the surrounding events and promise of God’s salvation. 
 

THE TEMPTATION (vs.1-5) 
 

Beginning in v.1 we have the “serpent” or “dragon” (nā·ḥāš), who was the 
talking, tempting creature of the garden. The Hebrew word is also used of 
Moses’ staff; hence serpent can be translated as snake or viper which is a 
poisonous reptile which may represent several species. 
Exodus 4:3, “The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses threw it on the 
ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it.” 
Psalm 58:4, “Their venom is like the venom of a snake, like that of a cobra that 
has stopped its ears.” 

The fact that the serpent was “crafty” (ʿā·rûm) indicates a clever schemer 
who epitomizes trickery and cunning, with a focus on evil treachery. I need to 
recall that God made all the wild animals (Gen. 1:24-25), and it was the wild 
animals that Adam was commanded to rule over (Gen. 1:26), which begs us 
to ask a fundamental theological question regarding a wild animal under the 
headship of man. How could a wild animal possibly tempt man to disobey 
God? Let’s look into this question and many others through part six. 
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Now the wild animal that became 
known as the serpent could not 
have originally been evil, which 
evidences something dreadful had 
taken place after day 6 when God 
called everything “very good”. 
 

The Bible later identifies that 
“ancient serpent” as none other 
than the devil himself. 
 

Revelation 12:9, “The great dragon 
was hurled down—that ancient 
serpent called the devil, or Satan, 
who leads the whole world 
astray. He was hurled to the 
earth, and his angels with him.” 
 

He is “hurled down”. In this 
significant moment he is 
described very fully. He is the 
great dragon, and that ancient 
serpent, which is meant to awaken 
recollections of Genesis 3. He is 
both the devil (the word means 
slanderer) and Satan. This latter 
is the older name. It transliterates 
a Hebrew word which means 
“adversary”.1 
 

Before the Cross, Jesus makes it 
clear what was to come… 
John 12:31, “Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the 
prince of this world will be driven 
out.”  
 

First, Satan was cast down and 
then he would be driven out as 
Christ arrives to save mankind 
through His Cross, and finally he 
would be cast into the Lake of 
Fire! 
 

 Why was it so easy for Mankind 
to disobey God?  
 

Appreciate that Adam named the 
wild animals on day 6 (Gen. 2:19-
20), so one of those wild animals 
had someone “new” in them, but 
would not have been recognized 
as such, especially in mankind’s 
condition, that is, not yet knowing 
good and evil. 

 
1 Morris, L. (1987). Revelation: an introduction and 
commentary (Vol. 20, p. 156). Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 

 In what ways do you see 
deception at work today?  
 

The origin of Man’s Word today is 
the very same spirit that spoke the 
fateful words to Mankind, “Did 
God really say?” He is the spirit of 
the anti-Christ, the spirit of the 
false prophet that began with the 
false father, Satan (the Devil) 
entering the wild animal (the 
serpent in the flesh/ the false 
messiah who speaks and the word 
is the false Holy Spirit, a false 
truth to man. 
 

The Holy Trinity consists of God 
the Father, the Son Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit. Their 
counterparts in the unholy trinity 
are Satan, the Antichrist, and 
the False Prophet. 
 

When was Lucifer created?  
 

With a historical reading of 
Genesis, hence a literal 24-day 
period with nothing created 
before day one, and the Bible 
silent in Genesis, one can only 
speculate. However, it is probably 
that all angels were created on the 
first day of creation for a variety of 
ministries around God’s throne. 
They had various ranks and 
positions of authority; 
“principalities and powers”.  
Evidently the greatest of these 
created spirit-beings was one 
called Lucifer “day star”. Many 
commentators see Lucifer spoken 
of in Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 
28:11-19. In the latter passage, 
verse 14, we read, “You were 
anointed as a guardian cherub”. 
 

The scenario is simple for as soon 
as man was created on day six and 
God said everything He created 
was “very good”, then sometime 
soon afterwards, after the seventh 
day, Satan rebelled against God. 
Lucifer’s “heart was lifted up” 
because of his beauty and he 

GENESIS 3:1-15 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any of the wild animals the Lord God had 

made. He said to the woman, “Did God 

really say, ‘You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said 

to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 

the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that 

is in the middle of the garden, and you 

must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent 

said to the woman. 5 “For God knows 

that when you eat from it your eyes will 

be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” 6 When the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 

good for food and pleasing to the eye, 

and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 

she took some and ate it. She also gave 

some to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of 

them were opened, and they realized 

they were naked; so they sewed fig 

leaves together and made coverings for 

themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife 

heard the sound of the Lord God as he 

was walking in the garden in the cool of 

the day, and they hid from the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 

Lord God called to the man, “Where are 

you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, 

“The woman you put here with me—she 

gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 

ate it.” Then the Lord God said to the 

woman, “What is this you have done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to 

the serpent, “Because you have done 

this, “Cursed are you above all livestock  

and all wild animals! You will crawl on 

your belly and you will eat dust all the 

days of your life.  
15 And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring a and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

and you will strike his heel.” 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc87reus?ref=Bible.Re12.9&off=3&ctx=place+in+heaven.%0a9.+~He+is+hurled+down.+I
https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc87reus?ref=Bible.Re12.9&off=3&ctx=place+in+heaven.%0a9.+~He+is+hurled+down.+I
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corrupted his wisdom by reason of 
his brightness (Ezekiel 28:17). 
Though God had created him, he 
began to doubt God’s word and 
deceived himself into thinking he 
himself could be God, “I will be 
like the Most High” he said in 
his heart (Isaiah 14:14).2 
 

Another possible factor that 
generated Satan’s resentment 
against God was God’s plan for 
mankind. Angels were neither in 
the image and likeness of God nor 
were able to reproduce.  
 

 What did we do to deserve the 
temptation by the devil? 
 

THE TRAGEDY (vs.6-7) 
 

These verses document a 
universal catastrophe that God 
knew was going to happen! 
 

Ephesians 1:4, “He chose us in him 
before the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in his 
sight.”  
 

I believe we must always reflect on 
those verses of God’s Word that 
contain in their root such glorious 
promises for believers. This verse 
points directly to the attributes of 
God that He shares with no one!  
 

 Are you feeling blessed today? 
 

Eve was tempted as the Scriptures 
declare, but she wasn’t alone; so 
Adam had no excuse to succumb 
to the temptation. Rather, it was 
his own disobedience to the 
command of God. 
 

“Desirable” (ḥā·mǎḏ) is a word 
translated as covet elsewhere in 
the Scriptures, which 
demonstrates what  tempted Eve. 
The sin was not coveting or 
desiring the fruit of that tree, no, 
it was disobeying God who told 
them not to eat it, or their 
punishment would be death. 
 

 
2 Morris, H. 1976 “The Genesis Record” page 107, Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, MI. 

To Eve the tree was “good for 
food” (physical), “pleasant to the 
eyes” (emotions) and “desired to 
make wise” (mind, spirit and to 
one’s pride of knowledge and 
spiritual insight). This threefold 
description is outlined in the N.T. 
 

1 John 2:16, “For everything in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life comes not from the Father 
but from the world.” 
 

In verse 7, the eyes of both are 
open and shame is felt by both. 
The covering of their procreative 
organs catapults to one glaring 
tragedy. As they remembered that 
the divine injunction had been to 
“multiply and fill the earth”, they 
realized that the very 
fountainhead of human life had 
now been corrupted by their 
disobedience. The feeling of guilt 
centered on their own procreative 
organs and hence, here come the 
sewn fig leaves into a vegetative 
“loin” covering. They desired to 
cover their shame from 
themselves and God. 
 

THE TALK  (vs.8-13) 

 

  How long before man sinned to 
the day referred to in verse 8? 
 

It was at least long enough for the 
Satanic rebellion and expulsion to 
have taken place in heaven, but 
not long enough for Adam and 
Eve to bear children, or even be 
impregnated. In other words, day 
6 plus 2-3 weeks, but we cannot be 
sure. I am contemplating day 7 or 
day 8, but the jury is out on that 
one!  
 

God says, “Have you eaten 
from the tree?” 
Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed 
the Serpent and the serpent did 
not have a leg to stand on, at least 
after the judgment of God he 
didn’t. 

30 SCRIPTURES TO MEMORIZE 
 

 

 

 

SALVATION VERSES 
 

Sin  
Romans 3:23 & 6:23 

  
Sin & the Law  
Romans 3:20   
Romans 7:7   

Galatians 3:24  
James 2:10  

  
The Judgment  

John 3:18  
Hebrews 9:27  

Revelation 20:15  
  

The Love of God  
John 3:16  

Romans 5:8  
1 John 4:10  

 

The Gospel Gift  
Romans 4:25  

Ephesians 2:8-9   
1 Peter 2:24 

 

Decision Time 
John 3:36  
John 5:24  
John 14:6 
Acts 4:12  

 

Repentance  
Acts 2:38   

2 Peter 3:9 
 

Born Again  
John 1:12-13 

John 3:3   
 

The Good Confession  
Matthew 10:32-33  

Romans 10:9-10 
 

The Christian Walk  
Mark 12:30-31  
Romans 8:16  

2 Timothy 3:16-17  
Philippians 4:6 

1 Peter 3:15                                            
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Once sin had entered humanity, 
man’s now sinful nature makes it 
difficult to admit/own up to one’s 
sin. Sin itself is a barrier to man 
confessing his own iniquities to 
God. Almost automatically as a 
now fallen creation, Adam’s 
response to God’s question (God 
already knows the situation) is to 
blame someone else for his 
actions. 
 

Reflect: Have you seen your own 
children act in this way? Did you 
grow up with siblings? Did you 
ever get into trouble at school? 
Have you observed a grandchild 
act in this manner? Have we ever 
blamed another L.A. at the 
capitol for making an error?  
 

1 John 1:8, “If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.” 
 

Under the New Covenant, people 
cannot benefit from the cleansing 
effects of Jesus’ blood because 
they claim to be without sin. “Sin” 
(Gr. hamartia) “miss the mark” is 
again in the singular and refers to 
the inherited principle of sin or 
self-centeredness. The heretics to 
which John is referring to are now 
saying that whatever their 
outward conduct may be, there is 
no sin intrinsic in their nature.3 At 
the heart is a person denying their 
wrongdoing towards God and that 
is what keeps one from salvation. 
For without confession of sin and 
repentance that follows, salvation 
won’t occur. 
 

2 Peter 3:9, “The LORD is not slow 
in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he 
is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.” 
 

THE TESTIMONY  (vs.14-15) 

 

God’s testimony is true testimony 
demonstrated in his righteous 

 
3 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction 
and Commentary (Vol. 19, p. 81). Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 

judgment against Satan. The 
serpent as an animal was cursed 
“above all cattle and above every 
beast of the field”, not because of 
direct culpability on its part, but 
rather as a perpetual reminder to 
man of the instrument of his fall 
and of the final destruction of 
Satan himself. Whatever, its 
beauty before, it would now glide 
on its belly and be an object of 
dread and loathing as well. It no 
doubt had legs before the 
judgment in order to converse 
with mankind in the garden, but 
now, it’s a dust eater, indicating 
humiliating judgment. 
 

While the serpent was cursed 
above all else, due to the nature of 
the fall of mankind and the act of 
the serpent; all creation fell. Death 
came to all creation and death 
came to all animals as well. 
 

The great promise in Genesis 3:15 
has long been known as the 
Protevangelium (“first gospel”), 
promising the ultimate coming 
and victory of the Redeemer. The 
prophecy clearly looks forward to 
the time when Satan will be 
completely crushed beneath the 
feet of the woman’s triumphant 
seed. 
 

1 Peter 2:24, “He himself bore our 
sins” in his body on the cross, so 
that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed.” 
 

1 John 3:8, “The one who does what 
is sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil's work.” 
 

Satan is the master deceiver and 
he indeed deceives himself as the 
original liar. He wrongly thought 
that now that Eve succumbed to 
the temptation, her children were 
his. He was wrong. 

GENESIS 3:16-24 
 

 

 
 

To the woman he said, “I will make 

your pains in childbearing very 

severe; with painful labor you will 

give birth to children. Your desire 

will be for your husband, and he will 

rule over you.” 17 To Adam he said, 

“Because you listened to your wife 

and ate fruit from the tree about 

which I commanded you, ‘You must 

not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the 

ground because of you; through 

painful toil you will eat food from it 

all the days of your life. 18 It will 

produce thorns and thistles for you, 

and you will eat the plants of the 

field. 19 By the sweat of your brow 

you will eat your food until you 

return to the ground, since from it 

you were taken; for dust you are and 

to dust you will return.” 20 Adam 

named his wife Eve, p because she 

would become the mother of all the 

living. 21 The Lord God made 

garments of skin for Adam and his 

wife and clothed them. 22 And the 

Lord God said, “The man has now 

become like one of us, knowing good 

and evil. He must not be allowed to 

reach out his hand and take also 

from the tree of life and eat, and live 

forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished 

him from the Garden of Eden to work 

the ground from which he had been 

taken. 24 After he drove the man out, 

he placed on the east side of the 

Garden of Eden cherubim and a 

flaming sword flashing back and 

forth to guard the way to the tree of 

life. 

 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc83jnus?ref=Bible.1Jn1.8&off=313&ctx=in+is+denied.+These+~people+cannot+benefi
https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc83jnus?ref=Bible.1Jn1.8&off=313&ctx=in+is+denied.+These+~people+cannot+benefi
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This can be shown in the enmity 
between women’s offspring and 
the devil’s offspring. The woman 
of promise would have children 
who would be in enmity to the god 
of this age. His  offspring are those 
to whom he influences such as 
what we see in the N.T. 
 

Paul speaking to Elymas (Eloo-
mas) in Acts 13:10 declares, “You are 
a child of the devil and an enemy 
of everything that is right! You 
are full of all kinds of deceit and 
trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the 
LORD?” 
 

Today, we are seeing a rise in the 
offspring of Satan. As we see in the 
aforementioned verse, there are 
going to be many who knowingly 
and willfully set themselves at 
enmity with the seed of the 
women. In other words, 
unbelievers are going to attack 
and persecute believers! Man’s 
word will be propagated to the 
world as truth with the god of this 
age right behind it cheering it on. 
While the true children of 
promise, Christians saved by the 
blood of Jesus Christ are going to 
be proclaiming the Good News 
and the Word of God. 
 

THE TURMOIL (v.16) 
 

Pain in childbearing will be very 
severe and will serve as a 
remembrance to the mandate of 
God to fill the earth and subdue it. 
Whereas the man’s action 
condemned the human family, 
Eve has a critical role in liberating 
them from sin’s consequences. 
This is realized in part, as soon as 
the woman gives birth to new life 
(Gen. 4:1, 25), but v. 15 indicates 
that the final conflict will also be 
humanity’s victory by virtue of the 
woman’s role as child bearer.4 

 
4 Mathews, K. A. (1996). Genesis 1-11:26 (Vol. 1A, p. 248). 
Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
5 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with 
Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament) (electronic ed.). 
Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 

Woman’s desire will be for her 
husband has a complicated 
meaning. It can mean urges, 
longing, therefore a very strong 
emotion or feeling to have or do 
something. This strong desire may 
refer to sexual urges or desires, or 
a desire to dominate.5 This is not 
referring to woman in worldly 
leadership, but in the marriage 
relationship. 
 

I think you can now see where the 
turmoil is coming from, especially 
when we look at the next part of 
the verse, “he will rule over you”. 

 

The phrase “your desire shall be 
for your husband” (rsv), with the 
reciprocating “he shall rule over 
you”, portrays a marriage relation 
in which control has slipped from 
the fully personal realm to that of 
instinctive urges: passive and 
active. “To love and to cherish” 
becomes to desire and to 
dominate. 
 

THE TOIL (vs. 17-19) 
 

God then told Adam that he would 
experience great pain in 
scratching out a livelihood. 
Painful toil translates the same 
word used in v. 16 for the woman’s 
pain. This word occurs only three 
times in the O.T., in vs. 16–17 and 
in 5:29). Death will be his end—he 
will return to the ground and he 
will return to dust and become the 
serpent’s prey again. So much for 
ambitions for divinity! Man may 
attempt to be like God, but he is 
dust.6 In verse 18 we have a 
symbol of the cursed earth and a 
judgment for man – “thorns and 
thistles”, that were present from 
the day of mankind’s fall. It seems 
unlikely that God created or 
“made” thorns and thistles, but 
rather withdrew that extension of  
His power which had (CONT>)

6 Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck 
(Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of 
the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 33). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

CONTINUED 

 

maintained a steady state of 
life and order thus allowing all 
things gradually to 
disintegrate, toward disorder 
and death.  
 

Botanists have reckoned that a 
single seed of the common 
thistle will produce in the first 
crop 2,400, and 576,000,000 
in the second, and so on in the 
same extraordinary ratio of 
increase.1 
 

Romans 8:19-20, “ For the 
creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the 
one who subjected it, in hope.” 
 

Trying to introduce thorns and 
thistles into the creation 
account is again an issue of 
man’s word versus God’s 
Word. 
 

THE TRUTH (vs.20-21) 
 

Adam called his wife “Eve” 
(meaning “life”) because she 
was the “mother of all the 
living”. He thus indicated his 
faith in God’s promises, not 
only that they would have 
children but also that through 
this means God would send the 
“seed of the woman” to bring 
salvation. 
 

And then in verse 21, they 
grasped how the shedding of 
innocent blood before them, 
provided “atonement” (or 
covering), a sacrifice only God 
Himself could provide. This 
first blood sacrifice points 
directly to the sacrifice of God 
through woman’s seed; the 
suffering servant we know as 
Jesus the Christ who died on 
the cross for original sin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac01a?ref=Bible.Ge3.16&off=565&ctx=man+couple+(v.+15).+~Whereas+the+man%E2%80%99s+ac
https://ref.ly/logosres/dblhebr?ref=DBLHebrew.DBLH+9592&off=202&ctx=%3a11%5bEB+10%5d%2b)%2c+note%3a+~this+strong+desire+m
https://ref.ly/logosres/dblhebr?ref=DBLHebrew.DBLH+9592&off=202&ctx=%3a11%5bEB+10%5d%2b)%2c+note%3a+~this+strong+desire+m
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Ge3.14-19&off=1224&ctx=be+mastered+by+him.%0a~God+then+told+Adam+t
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Legislative Assistant Personal Study Notes 
 

 

 

My Personal Application 

 

 
 

Making disciples of  
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arena throughout the world 
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PASSAGE OF THE WEEK 

1 CORINTHIANS  15:1-6 
 

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. 

2 By this gospel you are saved, if you 
hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you. Otherwise, you have believed in 

vain. 3 For what I received I passed 
on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, and 

then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred 

of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen 
asleep.” 

 

 
 


