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 ope is the fundamental 
 belief system for every 
blood bought soul, 

founded in the Cross and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
1 Peter 1:3, “Praise be to the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

 “Mercy” (eleos) “pitty, compassion”. Titus 3:5, “He saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy.” The core concept of this term expresses that salvation is all 
God. Mercy is foundationally God’s faithfulness to His promise 
recorded in Genesis concerming God’s rescue plan for man (3:15). The 
mystery of God’s loving kindness is demonstrated through the giving 
of His Son Jesus to the world which is a 100% free gift. Linking to a 
Hebrew word, “hesed” (love from Exodus 34:6), is God’s loyal love for 
His creation. “Hesed” is defined as feelings of loyalty & love that 
motivate merciful and compassionate behavior, which in the context of 
our relationship to God, it is His loyal love that reaches out to us! 
 

 Can “hesed” be applied to Christian’s at the Capitol? And how? 
 

 Ephesians 2:4-5, “But because of his great love for us, God, who 
is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” 

Love, mercy and grace are intertwined to declare God’s faithfulness. 
 Consider 2 Peter 3:9, Romans 2:4 & 1 Tim. 2:4, “who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 
 

 1 Peter 1:3, “new birth” literally means “he has caused us to be born 
again”. See John 3:3, 5, & 1 Peter 1:23. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, “new 
creation” (ktisis) refers to a new exclusive work of God, just as in 
original creation. Our self-righteousness is always an abomination. 
 

The basis of our living hope is the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah. 
“Hope” (elpis) is “looking forward to in confident expectation”. 
This rebirth that we experience is accomplished by Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead and serves as the Christian’s reason for hope; 
specifically, the certainty of eternal life. Once dead in their sins, 
Christians now live with assured hope of their own resurrection. 
Furthermore, Peter explains that the object of our “living hope” is “an 
inheritance, which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading”. The 
New Testament regularly uses inheritance to refer to a believer’s 
share in the heavenly kingdom, his or her future heavenly reward as a 
child of God. 1 John 5:11, “And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.”  
 

 What are the essential truths of the Gospel that we share? 

H    

2020 Weekly L.A. Bible Study 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT: 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., Monday’s, BASEMENT H.R. 2 

Sponsors: June Cardwell, Mark Cozart, Brian Crews, Val Heet, Van Fisher & Sherry Kuttenkuler  

 

February 10th, 2020 

HOPE AT THE 

CAPITOL 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

“For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God—9 not by works, so that no 

one can boast.” 

Exodus 34:6 

“The Lord passed before him and 

proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a 

God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love and faithfulness.” 

2 Peter 3:9 

“The Lord is not slow in keeping 

his promise, as some understand 

slowness. Instead he is patient 

with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.” 

Romans 2:4 

“Or do you show contempt for the 

riches of his kindness, forbearance 

and patience, not realizing that 

God’s kindness is intended to lead 

you to repentance?” 
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The Hopelessness of a Fallen World (vs.13) 
 

Paul writes to encourage the believers not to be “uninformed” or 
literally not to be “ignorant” (KJV) of the fate of those who die as 
believers before Jesus returned. Christians do not grieve for their 
fellow Christians as pagans grieve, because Christians have hope. 
 “The rest of men, who have no hope” is a general term for the 
whole non-Christian world who exhibit a hopelessness revealed 
in pagan literature, in the face of death. I have officiated many 
funerals over the years for both camps and there is a noticeable 
difference in handing of grief and coping with the end of life. 
 God has given all men a conscience (Romans 2:14-15, the 
psychological faculty that distinguishes between right and 
wrong) and the sense of eternity. Ecc. 3:11 – we have a capacity 
for eternal things, are concerned about the future, want to 
understand “from the beginning to the end”, and have a sense of 
something which transcends our immediate situation. Sinful 
humanity can suppress the truth and the conscience (Rom. 1:18-
20, unbelievers were suppressing the truth of their own morality).  
 Is it a surprise that sinful man would lie to himself? 
 

The Cross & Resurrection is Central (v.14) 
Acts 5:30, “The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the 
dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross.” 
Acts 2:24, “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him 
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death 
to keep its hold on him.” 
 Cross/Mark 15:27 & 37, 1 Peter 2:24, 3:18, Colossians 2:14-15. 
 Resurrection/Romans 8:11, 1 Peter 1:21, 1 Corinthians 15:15. 
 

In which of the following are you growing in comprehension? 
Saved, forgiven, redeemed, reconciled, sanctified, justified, 
loved, adopted, re-born, identity, eternal life. 
 

The Dead in Christ Shall Rise (vs.15-16) 
“According to the Lord’s word” is meant to console the hearers 
for the hope of Christ’s return and the resurrection of believers 
are based on God’s promises. Can you name a promise of God? 
 Vs.15-16 are written to encourage the living that the dead who 
have trusted in Christ would not be excluded from Christ’s return 
and the blessings of the age to come. In fact, as the v.16 clearly 
states, “the dead in Christ will rise first”. 
 The Greek expression “the Lord himself” (v.16) emphasizes 
that this is a personal visitation by the Lord Jesus, not just His 
angelic messengers. What ushers Christ’s return, the voice of the 
archangel (Jude 9). “A shout of command, the voice of the 
archangel, the trumpet of God” may be referring to the same 
thing, a great acclamation meant to herald the returning King. 
 

The Promise of Eternal Life (v.17) 
“Caught up” harpazō, means “to seize with force” (Acts 8:39); 
the emphasis is on reunion with Jesus. What is the rapture? 

Making disciples of  
Jesus Christ in the political  
arena throughout the world 

 

Capitol Ministries® provides Bible 
studies, evangelism, and discipleship to 
political leaders. Founded in 1996, we 
have started ministries in over 40 U.S. 
State Capitols and dozens of foreign 

federal Capitols. 
 

Capmin L.A.’s of MO 

      @MattGoodsell3 

 

 

 
Capitol Ministries® 

 
107 Brian Lane, Ashland, MO 65010  

660-238-4341 cell/text 
Matt.Goodsell@CapMin.org 
www.CapMin.org/missouri 

 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

“13 Brothers and sisters, we do not 

want you to be uninformed about 

those who sleep in death, so that 

you do not grieve like the rest of 

mankind, who have no hope. 
14 For we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, and so we believe 

that God will bring with Jesus 

those who have fallen asleep in 

him. 15 According to the Lord’s 

word, we tell you that we who are 

still alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will certainly 

not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 

come down from heaven, with a 

loud command, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the 

trumpet call of God, and the dead 

in Christ will rise first. 17 After 

that, we who are still alive and 

are left will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever.” 


