
 LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT • MISSOURI STATE CAPITOL 
 

ith whom do enjoy 
spending    time with? 
(Your spouse, son/ 

daughter, best friend etc.) 
Personally, I like to be in the 
presence of my family. But what 
about our spending time in God’s 
Presence? 

 The theological truth is that God is everywhere – Omnipresent! 
There is no place where God is not present. You can never really leave 
God’s Presence, even for those who have no faith in God (those who 
have not received and believed Jesus as in John 1:12).                    
Psalm 139:7-8, “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee 
from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I 
make my bed in the depths, you are there.”                                        
 King David is speaking from the faithful’s experience with God. 

 Spirit in this verse is the “Spirit” = “Divine power of God”, “the 
Holy Spirit” while “Presence” refers to “God’s face”. 

 “The Heavens” = “the Sky” – the realm of God where God abides, 
similar to the area of the sky, but with a focus of where God abides, 
sometimes describes as the upper regions above the upper sky. The 
Hebrew word Sheol (depths) is used here, which refers to the realm of 
the dead (the underworld).  
David believes that there is no place where God’s presence cannot be 
experienced—it can be known in the heavens, where Yahweh was 
thought to reside, or in the underworld if Yahweh so chooses.  
 The point is that there is no place off limits to Yahweh—a person 
cannot escape Him or His judgment.  
 

In Scripture we Experience the Presence of God! 
Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper 

than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 

and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart.” 
 

When we open the pages of Scripture, we are encountering the living, 

active, speaking God. It is no safe thing to open up the Bible. You never 

know how God will meet you as you pore over the sacred text. 

 He may convict you of sin and move you to repentance. 

 He may strengthen and encourage you in the depths of your soul. 

 He may prompt you to pray for a struggling peer. 

 He may drive you to your knees in worship. 
 

 Every time we open the Bible, we are encountering the presence of 

God in a unique and powerful way. 
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Exodus 13:21-22 
21 By day the Lord went ahead 

of them in a pillar of cloud to 

guide them on their way and 

by night in a pillar of fire to 

give them light, so that they 

could travel by day or night. 
22 Neither the pillar of cloud by 

day nor the pillar of fire by 

night left its place in front of 

the people.” 
 

Exodus 33:15-16 
15 Then Moses said to him, “If 

your Presence does not go with 

us, do not send us up from here. 
16 How will anyone know that 

you are pleased with me and 

with your people unless you go 

with us? What else will 

distinguish me and your people 

from all the other people on the 

face of the earth? 

https://theblazingcenter.com/2017/03/how-to-understand-the-bible.html
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n Prayer: 
Luke 11:1, “One day Jesus 
was praying in a certain 
place. When he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just 
as John taught his 
disciples.” 

Consider, for a moment, the 
glorious nature of prayer. God, 
the creator of the universe, the 
King of Kings, wants us to 
request things of Him. God 
wants us to open our hearts 
before him, to bring him our 
burdens, to request big, 
audacious things of Him.  
When we pray, the presence of 
God suddenly inhabits all the 
big and little details of our 
lives. He lifts our burdens and 
gives us peace. 
 How often do you petition 
God, “please come and 
invade the details of my 
day?” 
 

In Fellowship: 
 

Acts 2:42, “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer.” 
 “Fellowship” – Gr. meaning 
“Close mutual association” or 
partnership”. 
1 John 1:3, “We proclaim to 
you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may 
have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

 At the Capitol, do you daily 
desire to be in the will of God; 
hence in the Presence of God? 
 

Exodus 13:21-22 – “Pillar of 
cloud” – mass of water 
particles or other kinds of 
particles that are in the 

atmosphere, that have a 
vertical, possibly cylindrical 
appearance. 
 Hebrew to “pillar” means 
“something standing” 
indicating the continual 
presence of God. 
 “Pillar of fire” is also a 

something cylindrical in 

appearance. 

 Fire depicting the presence 

of God include Genesis 3:24. 
 

The same Heb. Word “Paneh” 

in Psalm 139:7 translated to 

“presence” is the same Hebrew 

word translated to in Exodus 

13:21 related to the pillars. 

Thus, it was God’s Presence 

that was guiding them through 

the desert. 

 The Presence of God in 

simple terms, “this is where I 

am taking you, so follow!” 
 

Exodus 33:15-16 – 1) If God’s 

Presence was not going with 

Moses and the people, then 

don’t move them. 2) God’s 

Presence related to the blessing 

of God – most distinctly, “favor 

or grace”. 3) Their identity as 

God’s favored people. 
 

 How do we discern the will 

of God, where we then 

experience His Presence? 
 

John 16:13, “But when he, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, he 

will guide you into all the 

truth. He will not speak on 

his own; he will speak only 

what he hears, and he will 

tell you what is yet to 

come.” 

 Can you recall evidence of 

the Spirit of God guiding you? 

Salvation? Life decisions?
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Romans 10:9-10       

“That if you confess with 

your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord”, and believe in your 

heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be 

saved. For it is with your 

heart that you believe and 

are justified, and it is with 

your mouth that you 

confess you are saved.” 

A Salvation Prayer 

"Dear Jesus, I’m a sinner.   

I repent of my sins. Please 

forgive me and save me by 

your shed blood; come into 

my heart. I want to receive 

you as my own personal 

Lord and Savior. Amen" 

 

 

 

https://theblazingcenter.com/2018/11/come-to-me-all-who-are-weary.html
https://theblazingcenter.com/2018/11/come-to-me-all-who-are-weary.html
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%2010.9-10
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