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  his week we continue with    
 the exposition of Ephesians   
that is overflowing with rich 
Biblical precepts. Let us deep 

dive into the Word of God with a 
hungering heart for that which can 
uplift us emotionally and grow us 
spiritually in Christ unto maturity. 
There is never a doubt in Holy Script 
that “all we have” is in Christ alone. 

It is always in Him and through faith in Him that we have the blessed assurance 
of our salvation. This passage focuses on this undeniable truth for the born again 
follower of Jesus. Verse 7 opens with “in him we have redemption through his 
blood”. The center of our great salvation that Paul pivots this pericope is the Cross 
of Jesus. Paul pens in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”  
 

 So, what is redemption? The Greek for redemption (apolytrōsis) means 
deliverance, a ransom paid or release. It refers to the act of paying to free a slave 
such as what is recorded in 1 Cor. 6:20a which states, “You were bought at a 
price”. “Redemption” means that believers have been bought with the price of 
Christ’s sacrifice. 1 Timothy 2:6a reads, “who gave himself as a ransom for 
all people.” Furthermore, believers have been purchased by the blood of the 
Lamb. 1 Peter 1:18–19, “For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 
way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” Christians 
have been redeemed from sin, Satan, and the misery of sinful self. The result of 
redemption is a sending away or banishment of our sin debt, resulting in total 
forgiveness. Once a person has been convicted of sin through the Holy Spirit, 
there is no greater good news than that of forgiveness. Forgiveness is a free gift 
offered to a lost world in what we are told throughout the Bible is founded in 
grace. Grace by clear definition is the “unmerited favor of God” or “the 
undeserved generosity toward people”. Grace is necessary for salvation for 
nothing in our fallen nature would ever search out for God.  
Romans 3:10-12 declares, “As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not 
even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks 
God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one.” No one seeks God unless 
God acts first! To the glory of God, He demonstrated His grace through Christ’s 
sacrificial death and resurrection. Indeed, God’s grace has been “lavished” upon 
His believers. The Greek denotes that the grace has been given “in abundance”. 
God has poured out His grace to us in Jesus Christ. I am reminded of Psalm 23:5b 
where David says, “You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” And 
His grace has been in accordance with “the mystery of his will”. Paul does not 
mean that God’s will is secret in the way that the mystery religions of Asia Minor 
taught. They held that the divine expectations were fundamentally hidden from 
all but an enlightened few, whereas for Paul “mystery” meant the revelation of 
a component of God’s plan so that it now can be understood by all (See Ephesians 
3:2–13). Specifically, the mystery involved the fulfillment of God’s plan to bring 
everything together in the Messiah. And the words “in all wisdom and insight” at 
the beginning of v.9 present the fourth of the great blessings which the apostle 
enumerates. God not only receives and forgives, but to whom He has reconciled 
to himself as children He also enlightens with the understanding of his purpose.
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Ephesians 1:7-10 – In him we 
have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace 8 that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding, 9 he made 
known to us the mystery of his 
will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, 10 to be put into effect 
when the times reach their 
fulfillment—to bring unity to all 
things in heaven and on earth 
under Christ. 
Colossians 1:13-14 – For he has 
rescued us from the dominion 
of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 
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Ephesians 1:11-14 

In him we were also chosen, 
having been predestined 
according to the plan of him 
who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of 
his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to put our hope in 
Christ, might be for the praise 
of his glory. 13 And you also 
were included in Christ when 
you heard the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation. 
When you believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are 
God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory. 

That purpose is clear and occurs at the right time (v.10). During the current 
pandemic crisis that has created so much fear and anxiety, we must be 
confident in the timing of Almighty God in all things.  
 To be sure, Jesus will return at the “right time”, not early and not late.  
The goal of history is based on God’s divine purpose concerning the 
crucified redeemer, Jesus the Messiah—for whom, through whom, and in 
whom are all things. The goal is to establish a new world order of which 
Jesus Christ is the acknowledged head (v. 22). He is the head of a reunited 
universe. He now rules and reigns from God’s right hand; one day he will 
establish His kingdom and bring in the new heavens and the new earth, 
fulfilling and finalizing God’s redemptive purpose. This is what is involved 
in bringing together “things in heaven and things on earth in him.” 
 

 In verse 11, a better translation than “chosen” is “inheritance” like the 
NASB reads, “we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined”. This is an inheritance that Peter states “can never perish, 
spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1:4). Again, as we saw earlier, the predestination is 
centered in God’s plan of sending His Son to be the Savior of the world. 
Christians have been predestined according to God’s plan. In every 
instance, God is the one who predestines salvation (decides beforehand), 
but that predestination is pivoted in us being adopted to sonship. In other 
words, the predestination is centered in Christ as the means of salvation. 
It is important to understand that we come to faith in Christ not by chance, 
coercion, or unaided choice, but by the enabling of God the Holy Spirit. 
John 16:8, “And He, when He comes, will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” From here the 
decision must be made to believe in the sacrificial death of Jesus on the 
Cross and His resurrection for one to be saved; and then it needs to be 
public (Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33). 
 

 In verse 12, “the first to put our hope in Christ” refers to Jewish 
Christians who before the Christ came, looked forward to His coming, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel. They trusted in God’s promise and 
when Christ was revealed, they were the first to believe and receive Him. 
This was to the “praise of His glory”, denoting honor and majesty. 
 

 In verse 13, gentiles are also included and welcomed into the Kingdom 
as full members of the Kingdom. “Word of truth” refers to the gospel 
message, explained in the following clause as “the gospel (euangelion) 
of your salvation.” This is the message about the Messiah, Jesus, which 
was originally proclaimed to Jews and later embraced by Gentiles. The 
hearing of God’s truth is essential and falls on the church and all believers 
to be active in witnessing as part of Romans 6:14 declares, “And how can 
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 
 

 Now that we do believe we have been “sealed in him with the 
promised Holy Spirit”. A confident truth of the assurance of our 
salvation! In the ancient world, a seal indicated ownership and protection 
(compare Dan 6:17). The Holy Spirit was promised by the prophets and by 
Jesus (Joel 2:28–29; Jn 14:15–26; 16:5–16). The Spirit is described as 
both a seal showing ownership and a pledge pointing to future redemption. 
Though believers have not yet experienced redemption in full, God will 
bring about final redemption (life in his immediate presence) for all who 
have received the Spirit (Eph 1:14). On the sealing of the Holy Spirit, see 
4:30; 2 Co 1:21–22. However, this is just a “deposit/down payment” of 
what is to come! The gift of the Holy Spirit not only empowers believers to 
live holy lives (Eph 3:16), but also serves as a guarantee and reminder that 
God will one day fully complete His work in us. ARE YOU READY? 
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