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  he Great Dividing Range is a 
mountain range, stretching 
more than 2,175 miles through 

4 states and is roughly parallel to the 
continent's east and southeast coasts. 
Australia's principal rivers run 
through the Range providing water 
for irrigation for drier lands on the 
range's western slope, and power for 
hydroelectric power plants. The  
movie, “The Man from Snowy River” 

was filmed in the Snowy mountains where Australia’s highest peak Mt. Kosciusko  
at 7,310 ft is located. PHOTO: “The Three Sisters” outside Sydney. The G.D.R. 
continues to play an important role in the development of the Australian nation. 
 

I begin with this God designed masterpiece to segue into the universal great 
divide between God and man that exists because of the hand of man (Gen. 3:22-
24). This divide is unconquerable by mankind for it is not a mountain range but 
a chasm. While a mountain can be negotiated, the picture of a chasm is quite 
different in Scripture. In our Lord’s parable of the rich man and Lazarus recorded 
in Luke 16:19-31 we read these sobering words by Christ Himself. Verse 26, “And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, 
so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.” This is an after-death scenario, but nevertheless 
the truth is that this chasm is present now between sinful humanity and God. We 
have been born into sin (Romans 5:12), death comes through sin (Romans 6:23) 
and all have sinned (Romans 3:23). Henceforth we are guilty under the law 
(James 2:10) and stand condemned already if we continue to reject Christ (John 
3:18). It is clear that Jesus is teaching in this parable the ramifications of a 
decision while we are still alive concerning Himself. That’s the Big Idea! While 
repentance (v.30) is key to being on the right side of that chasm and the right side 
of God now (2 Peter 3:9). My friend, our decision has eternal consequences! 
 

 Have you made the good confession to believe in Jesus? (Romans 10:9-10) 
 

According to the Gk. noun chasma, it means a gulf or a great ravine that cannot 
be transversed. While this chasm cannot be crossed after death it can be crossed 
before death. This is the GOOD NEWS my friend! John 5:24, “Very truly I 
tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to 
life.” Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”  
Faith in the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins is 
necessitous for salvation (John 14:6, Luke 24:46-47 & Acts 10:43). The apostle 
John’s testimony in John 1:12 is strong, “Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God.” Here and throughout John’s gospel “name” is an idiom for faith in Jesus. 
 

Can Good Works Close the Gap of the Chasm? – I am exegetically secure 
in my study of Scripture that salvation is a gift, forgiveness is by grace and mercy 
is the prerogative of God who desires to love His creation. Eph. 2:8-9, “For it is 
by grace you have been saved, through  faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
(See also Romans 5:8). Sadly, to the detriment of the Gospel and the eternal 
damnation of the lost, a false gospel is preached that focuses on man’s good works 
as a means of appeasing God instead of relying on His abundant amazing grace.  
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2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 18 All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: 19 that God 
was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has 
committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. 21 God 
made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Hydroelectricity
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New Creation in Christ! (2 Cor. 5:17) –  A new creation in Christ has 
been born again of the Holy Spirit which is the supernatural process that 
transforms the lost sinner to a heaven bound saint solely on the merit of 
Christ’s redemptive work on the Cross. Glory Hallelujah! Evidence for this 
essential work of the Holy Spirit on a sinner can be found in John 3 when 
the religious ruler Nicodemus comes to question Jesus at night.  Verse 3, 
“Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless they are born again.” This teaching by Jesus is repeated 
just two verses later while verses such as 1 Peter 1:3, 23, Titus 3:5, 1 John 
4:7 teach the same imperative reality. The simple assertion is that the 
Presence of God the Holy Spirit in one’s life is the assurance that they are 
indeed saved (Romans 8:16, Ephesians 1:13-14). This indwelling enables 
the child of God to live a new life in wholehearted obedience to God. 
Therefore, a new creation in Christ grows into the likeness of Christ (2 Cor. 
3:18), so that each passing day more of the new person than the old is 
reflected. However, for this ongoing growth to materialize being discipled 
is critical. Every Christian is to be discipled and so my sincere pray is for 
every Representative to be linked to a home church every Sunday for 
fellowship and instruction. The word disciple in Greek is “Mathetes” and it 
is not hard to transliterate the Greek word into the English language, for 
we get mathematics from it. In essence, a disciple of Jesus Christ is one 
who can calculate the world and the culture through the lens of Scripture.  
 This question may be challenging: Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 

At the Capitol, my hope is that when you are logistically available that you 
diligently attend our weekly study with the goal towards spiritual 
maturation of the Word of God in your lives. I will add on a personal note 
that when I was born again on July 6th, 1997 in Berry, Australia Scripture 
came alive for the first time in accordance with the words of Scripture 
recorded in 1 Cor. 2:14. Further “When His Words came, I ate” (Jer. 15:16). 
 

We Have Been Reconciled for Purpose! (2 Cor. 5:18-19) 
This passage gloriously teaches that God has reconciled us to Himself. This 
refers to the end of hostility between God and people. Christ’s death 
provided the means of reconciliation (Romans 5:10). His suffering made 
peace between God and humanity possible (1 Peter 2:24). Ordinarily it also 
includes the removal of the offense which caused the disruption of peace 
and harmony in the first place. This was especially true between God and 
humanity, for Christ removed the enmity existing between God and 
mankind by his sacrifice on the Cross (Gen. 3:15). Jesus didn’t just die for 
individual sin but original sin that it is rooted in the tragic fall of mankind 
in the Garden of Eden. But God had a purpose as Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 15:22, 
“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” AMEN! 

 Once we ourselves have been reconciled to God we are directed to act as 
ambassadors bringing light and revelation of the Gospel to a lost world. 
This can be uniquely applied to you as a Representative if you name Christ 
as Lord and Savior. For as a Christian you are called to bring truth where 
there is only deception, light where there is only darkness and the gospel 
message where there is only man’s humanistic religion. Please be reminded 
often that an ambassador represents the King and brings the message.  
 

How We Live Makes a Difference (2 Cor. 5:20-21) 
Many argue of a great divide in our country or at least a perceived divide. 
This is an opportunity to influence those around you with the 
righteousness of Christ that has been imputed to you. A dual reality exists! 
As a result of God’s justification believers receive a right standing before 
God. Alternatively, Paul is describing God’s righteous character, which 
believers receive and should live out in their lives. SERVE ON, FRIEND! 

SPONSOR TESTIMONY 
 

“As a Christian legislator it is vital 

to prepare your own heart, mind 

and soul spiritually to be able to 

successfully navigate the minefield 

of politics. Capmin serves a vital 

purpose in helping to provide 

legislators and their staff another 

opportunity to be intentional about 

spiritual nourishment that is 

necessary for us to fulfill our role 

and responsibility to serve the 

great state of Missouri.” 
 

— Ben Baker,  

Missouri  

State  

Representative  

District 160 

Making disciples of  
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