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  imes and seasons are 
under the absolute 
sovereignty of God. Of 

course, I am not only referring 
to the natural order of creation 
(see Psalm 74:16), but to the 
times and seasons that is 
fundamental to our walk with 
Jesus through this fallen world. 
I will illuminate a sobering 
truth today that as Christians 
we navigate the real world that 
is charged with highs and lows.    

Gal. 6:9 (ESV), “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we will reap, if we do not give up.” Time and seasons for everything! 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 – To begin, this poem illustrates that there is an appropriate 
time for all activities that constitute human life. There are positive events that are 
paralleled with negative ones to reflect the reality of life. Life on earth is not 
perfect in a fallen creation (Romans 8:20-21) but there can be great times (John 
10:10), but those great times are balanced by the world we live in, so that disease, 
pain, suffering, and death are a part of it. We expect this world to reflect injustice, 
hatred & haughty spirits. Of course, that wasn’t the design in the beginning (Gen. 
1:31). But since Adam and Eve sinned, we have lived in a sin cased world destined 
for a fiery end! 2 Peter 3:7 declares, “By the same word the present heavens 
and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly.” After that day, creation will experience a new 
beginning as Revelation 21:1 says, “Then I saw “a new heaven and a new 
earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea.” This is the glorious inheritance in the saints 
(Col.1:12) that all believers hunger for in truth. We long to be with Jesus in the 
eternal Kingdom He prepared for us (John 14:1-3). As Titus 2:13 reminds us, we 
are “waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ.” In the meantime, we actively serve the Lord 
with all our strength (Phil. 4:13) and love for God and others (Matt. 22:37-40). 
As I unpack these verses, I want to look at verse 8 first, then return to verse 2. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:8 – Hate is commonly used in reference to enemies such as what 
David petitioned to God in Psalm 38:19, “Many have become my enemies 
without cause; those who hate me without reason are numerous.” People 
who live with hate in their heart have their mind warped because of it to the level 
that they don’t even need a reason to hate you. They hate for hates sake! 
However, the Hebrew word can also indicate a lack of love as referenced in 
Genesis 29:31 when Jacob’s first wife was not loved as Rachel was loved. We read 
there, “When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved, he enabled her to 
conceive, but Rachel remained childless.” The application for all believers is 
that if one willfully chooses not to love like God calls us to love then we fall short 
of His Great Commandment, even to the level of indifference. And indifference is 
a compromise of the commandment of God to love thy neighbor as yourself.  
“A time for peace” – Perfect peace does not exist on earth, let’s make that clear! 
“Peace” here is better understood as the absence of warfare. I mention that this 
verse is arranged chiastically (that is, having or denoting a structure in which 
words are repeated in reverse order): So… love: hate: war: peace. I also clarify 
that “love” and “hate” represent personal feelings, while “war” and “peace” 
represent sociopolitical conditions. As we hear the awful details and watch in 
horror current overseas events, I am reminded of what Jesus prophesied in 
Matthews eschatological passage regarding signs of the end of the age…Warfare!
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
 

“There is a time for everything, 

and a season for every activity 

under the heavens: 2 a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to 

plant and a time to uproot, 3 a 

time to kill and a time to heal, a 

time to tear down and a time to 

build, 4 a time to weep and a time 

to laugh, a time to mourn and a 

time to dance, 5 a time to scatter 

stones and a time to gather 

them, a time to embrace and a 

time to refrain from embracing,  
6 a time to search and a time to 

give up, a time to keep and a 

time to throw away, 7 a time to 

tear and a time to mend, a time 

to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 a time to love and a time to 

hate, a time for war and a time 

for peace.” 
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Matthew 24:6 says, “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but 
see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come.” Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places.” I would counsel and encourage you today that a full-
scale nuclear war between nations on earth before the rapture (an event 
described in 1 Thess. 4, meeting the Lord on the air – a pre-tribulation 
view) will not happen for then there would be no church left to rapture. In 
that vein, I add with sincere love and grace that an imminent rapture of the 
Lord warrants an immediate decision to accept Jesus as your personal 
Lord and Savior. May God “cut to the heart” of the hearers (Acts 2:37), may 
you identify your own sin through confession (1 John 1:8-9) and may you 
call on the Lord for salvation (Acts 2:21) confessing His Name (Romans 
10:9-10). What did Jesus do for us? 1 Peter 2:24 says it well, “He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:2 – The Hebrew term can be rendered “be born” or “give 
birth.” Many favor the 2nd rendering for giving birth & planting are both 
ways of giving life. There must be a time of new birth to initiate the 
continuation of humanity on earth, and there must be death because that 
was the judgment in the garden from God for Adam and Eve’s disobedience 
and rebellion. Timing is everything! You can’t plant at the wrong time of 
year to produce a crop; you must wait until the season is right. The timing 
is God’s for planting and uprooting. God sets the seasons, not us! So 
too, timing is under the sovereignty of God when it comes to conceiving life 
and departure from this world. Death is never a surprise to God! My 
pastoral advice is simple, “Our days are numbered so don’t waste them.” 
Job 14:5, “A person’s days are determined; you have decreed the 
number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed”. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:3 – In part A, the author is not advocating murder or 
capital punishment. Instead, he is reflecting on the reality of life, which 
includes both killing and healing. There is pain and suffering in this life! 
In part B, while the pairs in vs. 2-8 are typically opposites, breaking down 
and building up can be different parts of one process such as rebuilding. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:4 – “A time to weep” – Mourning rituals were common 
in the ancient Near East. Job’s friends mourned for him (Job 2:11) & David 
sang a song of lament after hearing of Saul & Jonathan’s deaths (2 Sam. 
1:17). The statement here is reminiscent of Paul’s later encouragement for 
believers to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. 
 With the ups and downs of life we will exhibit an emotional response! 
Romans 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn.” Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and 
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” For us to carry each 
other’s burdens we need to be aware of each other’s burdens. The 
responsibility to share the burden is on the one carrying the burden. For 
this verse to be fulfilled you must share your burden with another believer. 
V.4 speaks to the oneness that is present within believers, whether in 
Solomon’s time, the age of the church or at the Jefferson City Capitol 
building. God always brings His people into close fellowship with one 
another. Who is God calling you to reach out to at the Capitol this week? 
 

As I embark full-time with Capitol Ministries it will be my calling and 
continued privilege to offer two-page Bible study notes that I will continue 
to personally distribute to every office. I also intend on initiating small 
Bible studies in various officers as the need or desire arises. Whether you 
are an L.A., Representative or Senator, I am here to instill hope and 
encouragement via a more intentional footprint at the Capitol. Blessings! 

       Rep. Suzie Pollock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As a representative of my 

constituents, my goal is to be a voice 

for the people in my district to the 

very best of my ability. As a 

representative of Christ, my goal is to 

always reflect the truth of God’s love 

and His word. Capitol Ministries, the 

prayer support, and the 

encouragement I receive from Pastor 

Matt Goodsell is crucial in helping me 

achieve those goals. The Capitol 

Ministries Bible study notes that are 

distributed are a wonderful tool in 

keeping my heart in line with God’s 

word throughout my days in the 

Missouri House of Representatives.    

I am so thankful that God has 

provided this arm of His body to be 

with me as I serve in the legislator.                   
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