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  he Book of Proverbs 
consisting of 31 chapters 
of prodigious wisdom 

could be required reading at the 
beginning of the day for every 
political leader and staff 
member. Personally, I read one 
chapter a day from Proverbs, a 
practice that I plan to continue 
until the day I go to be with the 
Lord (2 Cor. 5:8). As we take 
only a short glimpse into today’s 
verses, I pray you would 
recognize the spiritual bounty of 

revelation that has real life application for every follower and seeker of the truth.  
 

Partiality in Judging (v.23) – By way of the conscience that God gave 
humankind as a judgment from the fall (knowing right from wrong) we can easily 
make a judgment call against a crooked judge who favors one over another when 
it comes to guilt or innocence. V.23 states that “partiality in judging is not 
good,” which is quite the understatement of the year. Indeed partiality is 
condemned in the law, notably Deut. 1:17a “Do not show partiality in 
judging; hear both small and great alike” (see also Deut. 16:19 & Proverbs 
18:5 for further study). There must be no prejudice or favoritism for true justice 
to be served against the evildoer. In this thread I mention from the N.T a specific 
passage that magnifies an underlying Biblical truth. James 2:2-4 reads, 
“Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a 
good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on 
the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves 
and become judges with evil thoughts?” The encouragement and challenge 
we are all confronted with is the manner in which we treat people who may look 
and dress different to us. Bottom line: judging by appearances is a practice of 
sinful man. When God spoke to the prophet Samuel regarding a new King we 
read, “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7b). 
We can’t see the heart of man but we can observe the fruit of one’s life! Luke 
6:45, “for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 
 

Declaring the Guilty Innocent – According to this verse the one who lets the 
guilty free will be “cursed”! There will be a declaration of ill-will against those 
who are dishonest and unfaithful to God’s commands. Declaring the guilty to be 
innocent offends God as well as people. No one appreciates an unrighteous 
judge! The person who does so is abhorred by the nations and is an abomination 
to God. Proverbs 17:15 reads, “Acquitting the guilty and condemning the 
innocent— the Lord detests them both.” Now according to the N.T. it is the 
State that has been ordained by God to conduct punishment on the wicked. 
Romans 13:4, “For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. 
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment 
on the wrongdoer.” A good discussion question could be asked: If the State of 
any country begins rewarding or acquitting the guilty while punishing the 
innocent, then what is the response from God’s people in that country? 
“Denounced by nations” means “to regard with disgust and hatred.” It's 
applicable considering the current conflict. Ungodly leaders committing ungodly 
actions on their own people or people from other nations cannot be ignored.
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WISE SAYINGS 

FROM PROVERBS 

Proverbs 24:23-29 
 

These also are sayings of the 

wise: To show partiality in 

judging is not good: 24 Whoever 

says to the guilty, “You are 

innocent,” will be cursed by 

peoples and denounced by 

nations. 25 But it will go well with 

those who convict the guilty, and 

rich blessing will come on them. 
26 An honest answer is like a kiss 

on the lips. 27 Put your outdoor 

work in order and get your fields 

ready; after that, build your 

house. 28 Do not testify against 

your neighbor without cause—  

would you use your lips to 

mislead? 29 Do not say, “I’ll do to 

them as they have done to me; 

I’ll pay them back for what they 

did.” 
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Rich Blessing – The opposite of v.24 is stated in v.25. The one who 
judges correctly and honestly will not be cursed but will receive rich 
blessing. It is true what is inscribed on one side on the first floor of the 
rotunda that we all know so well, “Righteousness exalts a nation” 
(Proverbs 14:34). The second part of the verse reads, “but sin condemns 
any people.” If you are a political leader then it is vital for you to stand on 
the side of righteousness for the advancement of our state and country. 
Rich blessing or dare I say prosperity of a nation derives from obedience to  
the Biblical mandate revealed in this passage regarding right judgments. 
 

Honesty is the Best Policy – “An honest answer” (v.26) is literally, 
“upright or straight words.” This may tie in with vs. 24-25. How are 
honest words and kisses alike? A sincere kiss shows affection and is 
desirable, so an honest and straightforward answer shows a person’s 
concern and therefore is welcomed. All Christians must strive towards 
being “straight shooters.” In other words, honest and forthright! There is 
no better witness to a life that has been transformed by the Holy Spirit than 
one where speech is truthful in all aspects. This is desirable in the political 
arena but not always so! Allow me to remind you that the Devil is the 
Father of lies and when a person lies they are treading on ground that 
belongs to him. John 8:44c, “When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Bearing false witness 
against a neighbor is a violation of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 
20:16). Thus a failure in this area declares us guilty. You are not alone for 
there has never been a person who hasn’t lied except Jesus Himself (1 Peter 
1:19). Furthermore, lying may have horizontal costs by affecting others but 
primarily lying is vertical like all sin. David declared in Ps. 51:4a, “Against 
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.” 
Lying is listed in Rev. 21:8, “and all liars, they will be consigned to 
the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” Paul in 
Romans 7:24-25 would proclaim after being acutely aware of his own 
losing battle with the sinful nature, “What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be 
to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Just like 
Paul, if you have made the willful decision to accept what Jesus 
accomplished in the Cross the need for Jesus’ grace and mercy is still 
necessitous. Jesus established the offer of forgiveness (Eph. 1:7) and 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-19) through His blood (Col. 1:20). If you have 
not made a decision to call upon the Lord for salvation (Rom. 10:13), may 
I be so bold to affirm that the rapture of the church is imminent as it has 
been since Pentecost (1 Thess. 4:17). Therefore, time is of the essence! As a 
word of comfort, I do not envision total annihilation of this planet from a 
nuclear war before the rapture for then Jesus would have no one to gather! 
 

God’s Order for Life – The principle in v.27 is that one should not 
provide for personal comfort until a means of income is established. As 
such, it emphasizes the practical rule of producing before consuming, a 
rule the slothful do not accept (Prov. 10:4). “Building a house” refers not 
just to the building in which one lives but to the establishment of a family. 
 God’s general principle of planning & preparation is pivotal for success.  
 

Revenge is NOT sweet! – God teaches us a life lesson in v.29 that carries 
weight in every area of life and I believe especially pertinent in the political 
arena especially as we approach an election cycle. In Proverbs, the wise are 
encouraged to trust Yahweh to correct the wrongs done to them. The 
temptation to pay a person back for the wrong they did to us is inherent in 
our sinful nature, but we must resist with God’s supernatural assistance.  
I close this week with one of my favorite Old Testament verses… Exodus 
14:14 reads, “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
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I am excited to announce that as 

of March 14th, 2022, I will be 

transitioning to full-time ministry 

with Capitol Ministries®. This is a 

missionary calling from God to 

our State Capitol that I have been 

led and convicted of this year. I 

look forward to being available 

throughout the week for Bible 

study, prayer & fellowship. My 

prayer for this transition centers 

on my wholehearted desire for 

people to know Jesus Christ and 

for all believers to engage in 

inspirational and expository  

Biblical studies. Thank you for the 

opportunity to serve you. 
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