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                                     —can’t find the artist or title yet. 

ustralian born in Sydney 48 years ago I proudly declared the naturalization 
Oath of Allegiance to the United States of America in 2007. My wife Katie     
 and our four children; Juliet 15, Caleb 13, Josiah 9 and Nathanael 7 live in 

the city of Ashland in Southern Boone County. I have pastored three churches for 
over 16 years in Missouri with additional years in children’s and youth ministry 
both in the U.S.A. and Australia. Ashland Baptist Church where I pastor today, 
supports my calling to minister as a missionary to the political arena at the 
Missouri State Capitol. To successfully reach those serving the people of Missouri 
I have aligned with Capitol Ministries®, the Mission organization that has a 
proven methodology in ministry and that has launched Bible studies in the 
nation’s capital, in many states, and foreign nations. Before being named 
Missouri State Director I familiarized myself with the environment of Capitol life 
through weekly visits. I was promptly aware of the prominence of hard-working 
L.A.’s that I personally colloquially nick named the “gatekeepers” of the office. In 
addition, I was informed by several L.A’s that there was a need for a Bible study 
for them. Therefore, with God’s clear calling on my life I launch today with a 
weekly Bible study that I pray will be a beneficial addition to your spiritual lives 
as you seek to serve in the political arena. This Bible study hour is  for  L.A.’s only. 
In the future there will be additional Bible studies that I hope will be offered to 
others within the Capitol but for the 2019 interim period and beyond my goal is 
to always offer a Legislative Assistant “only” Bible study. This Bible study is non-
partisan and non-political and though I  pastor a Southern Baptist Church, this 
is an interdenominational study. I believe the Bible and what really matters is a 
relationship to God the Father through Jesus Christ His One and only Son. To 
believe in the Cross of Jesus Christ and His resurrection is essential. That you are 
born again of the Holy Spirit upon conversion is a glorious reality. Jesus Christ is 
the only way to salvation for He is the only way to be forgiven of sin. The Bible   
states in John 14:6, “Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me”. And in Acts 4:12 we read, 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to mankind by which we must be saved”.  
Seeking to Serve,              
 
 
 

 
Rev. Matt D. Goodsell                     
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September 18th, 2019 

LAUNCH WEEK 

THE VISION 
 

BIBLICAL BIBLE STUDY 

Genesis  
 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 

Love as God Loves 
 

DEEPER FELLOWSHIP  

Weekly Gathering 
 

DEEPER COMMITMENT  

Service with a Smile 
 

DEEPER PRAYER EXPERIENCE  

Praying for One Another 
 

ACTIVE EVANGELSIM   

Invite & Bring to Study 
 

INSIDE 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 ............. 2 
First-Things-First ........... 3 
Memory Verse… ........... 4 
Capitol Ministries® ........ 4 
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PRAY FOR GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS 
 

 “First” πρῶτος (prōtos) also 

means prominent, high rank, 

foremost, best, superior and most 

important1. Basically, primacy of 

importance. 

 

 “Petition” from δέησις (deēsis) 

also means request or plea. 

 “Prayer” from προσευχή 

(proseuchē) translated "place of 

prayer” in Acts 16:13,16. 

Indicates deliberate opportune 

times and places of prayer. 

 “Intercession” from ἔντευξις 

(enteuxis) – praying for others. 

 “Thanksgiving” – The origin of 

this Greek word is the “eucharist”, 

that is the Lord’s. The 

thanksgiving does not come from 

the act of remembrance (taking 

communion) but the Cross of 

Christ. We are thankful for the 

blood and body of Jesus on the 

Cross, which is the heart of this 

passage and the gospel itself. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:2 

“For I resolved to know 

nothing while I was with 

you except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified.” 

 

 “Kings” from βασιλεύς 

(basileus) is a term used of both 

petty kings and the most powerful 

of kings. From local alderman to 

President. 

 

 ALL those in authority, infers  

those of prominent or important 

strategic positions. 

Eg. Political leaders from around 

the globe. 

 
1 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with 

Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic ed.). Oak 

Romans 13:1 

“Let everyone be subject to 

the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority 

except that which God has 

established”. 

 

 How are theses verses related 

to today’s mission field? 

 

We can’t pick and choose 

government leaders to pray for in 

our volatile political arena. 

Biblical definition of non-

partisan praying? Bear in mind 

that at the time Paul wrote these 

words, the notorious Roman 

Emperor Nero was in power. 

 

GOD WANTS TO SAVE 

POLITICAL LEADERS 
 

A familiar phrase that Ralph 

Drollinger utilizes in his book, 

“Rebuilding America” is  First-

Things-First, which refers to the 

theology of reaching the world 

with the gospel. Paul led by the 

Holy Spirit visited specific capital 

cities to complete the mission that 

Jesus had given to him (See page 

3 for cities list.) 
 

 The priority of winning 

governing leaders is vividly 

documented in the Book of Acts in 

another way as well. Of the 13 

conversions recorded by Luke, at 

least 7 were politically related 
 

 The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 

8:27) was Treasurer of Candice, 

the Queen of Ethiopia. 
 

 Cornelius the Centurion (Acts 

10:17) was a Roman military 

leader of 100 men. 

Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. (Note: All references to 

Greek Words have been quoted from this resource). 

PASSAGE OF THE WEEK 

 

 
 

 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 

“Then I urge you, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for all 

people—2 for kings and all those 

in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness. 3 This is 

good, and pleases God our 

Savior, 4 who wants all people to 

be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth. 5 For 

there is one God and one 

mediator between God and 

mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” 

who gave himself as a ransom for 

all people. This has now been 

witnessed to at the proper time. 

7 And for this purpose I was 

appointed a herald and an 

apostle—I am telling the truth, I 

am not lying—and a true and 

faithful teacher of the Gentiles.” 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dblgreek?ref=DBLGreek.DBLG+4755%2c+%233&off=12&ctx=27%3a64)%3b+3.+LN+87.45+~prominent%2c+of+high+r
https://ref.ly/logosres/dblgreek?ref=DBLGreek.DBLG+4755%2c+%233&off=12&ctx=27%3a64)%3b+3.+LN+87.45+~prominent%2c+of+high+r
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 Blastus (Acts 12:20) was the 

King’s chamberlain (Treasurer). 
 

 Sergius Paulas (Acts 13:7) was 

a Roman Provincial Governor. 
 

 The Philippian jailer (Acts 

16:27-33) was a trusted 

governmental official. 
 

 Dionysius (Acts 17:34) is one 

of the Areopagite judges. 
 

 Publius (Acts 28:7) is the 

Governor of Malta. 
 

How could this methodology in 

missions be observed today? 
 

 Then at the close of the letter 

to the church in Philippi we read 

an interesting farewell  by Paul. 
 

Philippians 4:22 

“All God’s people here send 

you greetings, especially 

those who belong to 

Caesar’s household.” 
 

Caesar’s household does not 

necessarily mean the blood 

relatives of the Roman emperor.  

Some suggest that Paul was 

referring to those employed by the 

emperor, perhaps including the 

Roman guards that had become 

believers, possibly as a result of 

Paul’s confinement.2 

 

Historically, as the change in 

Roman society came through the 

conversion of those in political 

and military power, Paul’s 

evangelistic praying and 

preaching proved to be successful. 

Thus, by extension of the means of 

witnessing and further salvations, 

all those in governmental civil 

service are included. 

 
2 Anders, M. (1999). Galatians-Colossians (Vol. 8, p. 265). 

Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

ie: Legislative Assistant. 
 

What pleases God our Savior is 

not what is mentioned in verse 2 

(that’s the good outcome of 

fulfilling the first-things-first 

mandate). What pleases God our 

Savior is that His creation comes 

to knowledge of the truth and 

therefore be saved (v.4) 
 

An elementary principle of the 

Greek language needs to be stated 

here. The Pronoun “this” at the 

beginning of verse 3 refers to the 

main verb in verse 1 (various 

kinds of evangelistic prayers) 

“being made”.3 
 

What follows the word “this” in 

verse 3 is a further elaboration 

on the effect of (various kinds of 

evangelistic prayers) “being 

made”. 
 

These kinds of prayers are “good 

and acceptable in the sight of God 

our Savior” because it leads to the 

salvation of kings and all those in 

authority. 
 

Evangelistic outreach to Kings 

and all those in authority is what 

is on the heart of God! 
 

Outreach to political leadership 

and governmental servants of all 

levels is on God’s radar. 
 

1 Peter 3:9 

“The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as 

some understand slowness. 

Instead he is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to 

come to repentance.” 

 

3 Drollinger, R. 2012 “Rebuilding America” Nordskog 
Publishing, Ventura California. 

 
 

A THEOLOGY OF  
FIRST-THINGS-FIRST 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Acts 9:15 
“But the Lord said to 

Ananias, “Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the 

Gentiles and their kings and 
to the people of Israel. 16 I 

will show him how much he 
must suffer for my name.” 

 
Paul journeyed to the following 

capital cities to fulfill Jesus’ 
mandate to him. 

 

 Paphos (Acts 13:6) was 
the capital city of Cypress. 
 Perga (Acts 13:13) was the 
capital city of Pamphilia. 
 Pisidia Antioch (Acts 
13:14) was the capital city of 
Southern Galatia. 
 Iconium (Acts 13:51) was 
the capital city of Lyconia. 
 Thessalonica (Acts 17:1) 
was the capital city of 
Macedonia. 
 Athens (Acts 17:15) was 
the capital city of modern 
Greece. 
 Corinth (Acts 18:1) was 
the capital city Achaia. 
 Ephesus (Acts 18:19) was 
the capital city of 
Proconsular Asia. 
 Rome (Acts 19:21) was 
the Imperial capital of the 
Roman Empire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hntc69ga?ref=Bible.Php4.22&off=6&ctx=of+sainthood.%0a4%3a22.+~Caesar%E2%80%99s+household+d
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Making disciples of  
Jesus Christ in the political  
arena throughout the world 

Capitol Ministries® provides Bible 
studies, evangelism, and discipleship to 
political leaders. Founded in 1996, we 
have started ministries in over 40 U.S. 
State Capitols and dozens of foreign 

federal Capitols. 
 

Capmin L.A.’s of MO 

@MattGoodsell3 

 

 

 
Capitol Ministries® 

107 Brian Lane,  
Ashland, MO 65010 

660-238-4341 cell/text 
matt.goodsell@capmin.org 

www.CapMin.org 
 
 

Romans 10:13 

“for, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be 

saved.”  
 

God is always more concerned for 

the lost than our comfortable 

lives. Remember that Jesus came 

to seek and saved the lost! 
 

Luke 15:7 

“I tell you that in the same 

way there will be more 

rejoicing in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to 

repent.” 
 

THE PREEMINENCE OF 

CHRIST 
 

The declaration in verse 5, “there 

is only one God” is a primary 

affirmation in the Old Testament, 

in opposition to the many 

polytheisms of that day. 

Monotheism then, is the basic 

premise of Judaism, Christianity 

and even Islam, but then arises 

the monumental divergence. 
 

Christianity asserts that “there is 

one mediator between God and 

men, the man Jesus Christ.”  
 

The basic meaning of mediator is 

one who intervenes between two, 

either in order to make or restore 

peace and friendship or to form a 

compact or for ratifying a 

covenant. Christ is the mediator 

between God and man and 

through His death Jesus restored 

the harmony between God and 

man which human sin had 

broken. 
 

 
4 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with 
Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic ed.). 
Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 

TESTIFYING TO GOD’S 
SACRED RANSOM 
 

 “Ransom” ἀντίλυτρον 
(antilytron) is the means of 
liberation/to set free.4 Christ 
became the object of God’s wrath 
on sin and thus provided a 
“ransom” whereby those who 
receive Him obtain deliverance 
from the penalty due to sin. The 
ransom was for “all men” (v.6) 
meaning it was provisionally 
universal in application but sadly 
not universal in acceptance. 
 

 “Witnessed to” (v.6) God the 

Father and God the Holy Spirit 

testify to Christ! 
 

 The church inspired testifies to 

Christ and the proper time as 

revealed at His Cross. 
 

 Why are you here? 
 

DEFINING PEACEFUL AND 
QUIET 
 

“Peaceful” (v.2) – Refers to a life 

which is free from outward 

conflicts (wars and persecutions… 

in order to further the gospel). 
 

“Quiet” – Refers to a life which is 
free from inner perturbation 
(anxiety/mental uneasiness). 
Striving to be blameless, doing 
nothing to create unnecessary 
disturbance/ conducting oneself 
in all godliness and dignity. 
 

 Are we advocates for peace? 

 Do we pray evangelistically?  

 Do we share the gospel? 
 

CHALLENGE 

 Will you join with Capitol 

Ministries by your presence, 

persistence and prayers?

 
 

HEBREWS 4:12 
 
 

“For the word of God is alive 

and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul 

and spirit, joints and marrow; it 

judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart.” 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/dblgreek?ref=DBLGreek.DBLG+519&off=4&ctx=519+~%CE%B1%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%BB%CF%85%CF%84%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BD+(antilytron)%2c+%CE%BF%CF%85+(ou)%2c+
https://ref.ly/logosres/dblgreek?ref=DBLGreek.DBLG+519&off=4&ctx=519+~%CE%B1%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%BB%CF%85%CF%84%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BD+(antilytron)%2c+%CE%BF%CF%85+(ou)%2c+
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