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  would assert that everyone   
  at some point on the journey 
  through life will have been 

tempted to give up in some area. 
Perhaps a relationship, a job, a 
specific calling and even for the 
Christian their walk with Jesus. 
In relation to faith Paul declared 
in 2 Tim. 4:7, “I have fought 
the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept 
the faith.” Please listen dear 
friend, “Giving Up is Not an 
Option”. Stand firm in the faith! 

Political service is a tough calling yet worthwhile and we the people of Missouri 
thank you for your continued sacrificial service. God bless you as you lead!  
 

Jude 17-23 – To begin I need to address the authors name. The Greek version 
of the name would normally be rendered in English as “Judas.” However, because 
of Judas Iscariot’s betrayal of Jesus, English translations almost never use 
“Judas” to translate the name of this letter’s author. Jude is also the only N.T. 
writer to introduce himself by identifying his family connections, brother of 
James. James was the leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) and Jesus’ 
brother (Gal. 1:19) which reveals Jude as Jesus’ brother as well. Matthew 13:55 
reads, “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and 
aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?” V.17 – Jude begins 
with, “but” which contrasts with the false teachers Jude had already written about 
in v.4. Jude magnifies the contrast between believers & false teachers with his 
addressing the recipients of the letter as “beloved” or “dear friend”. It serves as a 
tender & affectionate form of address.  Would it not be worthwhile & 
honoring to our Lord that we address fellow Christians in this way? 
 

The Apostles – The believers in the early church were devoted to the Apostles 
teaching (Acts 2:42). Whatever your political responsibilities it is just as crucial 
that you be devoted to the apostles teachings through diligent study of the N.T., 
otherwise you walk away from fellowship with Jesus (not relationship/John 
10:28).  If I don’t spend time with my wife Katie, then our fellowship will 
suffer yet the relationship has not changed for I am still her husband. In 
v. 17, Jude calls on these recipients of the letter to remember what the apostles 
foretold. First, this reveals that some of their teaching at that time was prophetic 
in nature. Second, as this is prophetic in nature with a future fulfillment then it 
is something timely today for the same issues plaguing the early church are the 
same issues that plague it today and even more so as that final hour approaches. 
 

Scoffers in the Last Days – The recalling of the apostles prophetic word was 
centered in scoffers that would be active during the “last times” (v.18), and a 
further increase thereof indicating the end was drawing near. In Greek, “times” 
refers to an indefinite period. However, when attached to “last” it is referring to the 
last in a series of time. This is further evidence of how important these warnings are 
to the universal church. We are nearing the rapture of the church (1 Thess. 4:17). And 
2 Timothy 3:1 says, “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 
days.” There will be horrific unbiblical teaching in the “last times” that will lead 
many astray. Sadly, this has been occurring and will continue until the very end.  
1 John 4:1, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.”  Discernment & wisdom are essential gifts for the 
one serving in office and for the follower of Jesus Christ (Proverbs 17:24).
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GIVING UP IS NOT 

AN OPTION 

Jude 17-23 – But, dear friends, 

remember what the apostles of 

our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 
18 They said to you, “In the last 

times there will be scoffers who 

will follow their own ungodly 

desires.” 19 These are the people 

who divide you, who follow mere 

natural instincts and do not have 

the Spirit. 20 But you, dear 

friends, by building yourselves 

up in your most holy faith and 

praying in the Holy Spirit, 
21 keep yourselves in God’s love 

as you wait for the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 

eternal life.” Be merciful to those 

who doubt; 23 save others by 

snatching them from the fire; to 

others show mercy, mixed with 

fear—hating even the clothing 

stained by corrupted flesh. 
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Scoffers follow “their own ungodly desires” (v.18). Another word for desire 
is “lust or craving”. This is understandable for it is those without the Holy 
Spirit, living in the flesh (Romans 8:5), who lust after the things not 
associated with God’s holiness and purposes. Therefore, the result of their 
actions is a division within the family of God (v.19). Furthermore, only the 
Holy Spirit sealed Christian (Eph. 1:13) can interpret Scripture (1 Cor. 
2:14) which highlights the need for competent Bible teachers. As 2 Tim. 
2:15 reveals, an approved teacher “correctly handles the word of 
truth.” The apostle Peter also mentions scoffers and shares further 
revelation. 2 Peter 3:3-4a, “Above all, you must understand that in 
the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own 
evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?” 
Peter here is referring to things happening in his own day for “last days” 
describe the time between Jesus’ ascension to heaven and His return. Now 
you may notice that 2 Peter 3:3 is very close to the Jude verse, however the 
description of the scoffers specific attack pivots on the phrase, “Where is 
this coming, he promised”. This is an open attack on the rapture of the 
church and/or the Return of Jesus Christ. What we identify is that an 
attack on Jesus’ promised return is really an attack on the Word of God, 
the Words of Christ, and the Gospel itself. It is an open scoff and attack on 
all that Christ accomplished to save and redeem humanity through His 
sacrifice on the Cross. Regardless of the attacks and fiery darts that we will 
receive as that final hour approaches… “Giving Up is Not an Option”. 
 Stay firm on the Word of God, the Bible! Stay on track with the Lord 
Jesus! And at all costs persevere in the True Faith because it is worth it! 
 

God’s Remedies? – In vs. 20-21 Jude fervently exhorts his audience to 
keep themselves in the love of God and gives three participial clauses that 
modify this command. Simply, these are the remedies against the attack of 
the scoffers. 1. “Building yourselves up in the most holy faith” – Believers 
are to focus on the truths of the Christian faith, as seen in the O.T 
Scriptures (vs. 5-7) and the teachings of the apostles.  Today, engulf 
yourselves in the Word of God to strengthen that which you know to be 
true. I recall to you that Jesus Himself declared to the devil, “It is written: 
‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4) 2. “Praying in the Spirit” – The 
Holy Spirit teaches what we are to pray for, and how. None can pray aright 
save by being in the Spirit, that is, in the element of His influence. So 
important is prayer that the apostles link it with the ministry of the Word 
when choosing Deacons to serve tables. Acts 6:4, “and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”  3. “Waiting for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.” Again, I 
cannot stress this truth enough: Giving up is not an option for Jesus is 
coming back for His children. The promise of the Return of Christ provides 
an eternal hope for believers. (John 14:1-3). In truth we possess eternal life 
as a present reality. However, we have not received it in full. Eph. 1:13c-
14a, “When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance.” Yet, to those who doubt “be merciful” (v.22). False 
teaching can cause those who are uncertain about what they believe (or 
those with less discernment) to be misled, even to the point of doubting 
Jesus’ return. Rather than decide that they are lost, believers should 
lovingly convince doubters to return to true faith in Jesus. Lastly, “snatch 
them from the fire”. Those led astray by false teachings could be on the 
same path to experiencing God’s wrath as the false teachers. Christians are 
to take an active role in drawing doubters away from false teachings and 
toward truth. In Christ we have the words of eternal life! (John 6:68) 

The Power of God’s Word Can 

Transform Spiritual Blindness 

into Revival! 

                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Word of God has the power to 

transform nations from ashes and 

ruins into blooming economies and 

from spiritual blindness and 

obliviousness to revival and 

transformation.” Those are the 

words of Slavik Rimski who was 

named Capitol Ministries’ full-time 

Global Director for Eastern and 

Western Europe last year and 

charged with growing the ministry’s 

mission across the continent. Among 

other responsibilities, Rimski will be 

recruiting biblically reliant Bible 

teachers to lead discipleship 

ministries to political leaders at all 

levels from local governments to 

parliaments in nations across 

Europe. 

Making disciples of  
Jesus Christ in the political  
arena throughout the world 

Capitol Ministries® provides Bible 
studies, evangelism, and discipleship to 
political leaders. Founded in 1996, we 
have started ministries in over 40 U.S. 
State Capitols and dozens of foreign 

federal Capitols. 
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