
Ashland Baptist Church W.M.U. (Woman’s Missionary Union) History 

The town of Ashland was not settled until 1853, or approximately twenty-five 

years after New Salem, our mother church, was organized in 1828.  New Salem 

people had previously belonged to Little Bonne Femme church which was 

organized in 1819. 

On the second Saturday in March 1879, New Salem granted a joint letter of 

dismissal to the following members for the purpose of constituting a church in 

Ashland, Missouri, to wit: J.S. Johnson; L.H. Burks; Jas. T. Jamison; John C. 

Wilcoxen; Sue Grannis; Lucy G. Hubbard; Sallie A. Tuttle; John T. Johnston; Nancy 

S. Wilcox; Eva Johnston; Annie Harrington; Maggie Harrington; William E. Payne; 

Julia M. Edwards; Mollie Steward; B.P. Mathews; Elizabeth Mathews; Eliza G. 

Burnham; Ollie Roberts; Amanda Johnson; R. T. Nichols; Mary A. Nichols; Richard 

Coone; Sarah P. Callaway; Margaret A. Payton; J.F. Howell; Margaret A. Daws; Dr. 

J.A. Keer; Sophia Keer. 

(Recorded in Boone Co. history book)- “As indicated by its mane, this church is 

situated in town of Ashland, its immediate location being Lot No. 1 of Block No. 2 

Broadway Street.  The date of its organization was April 19, 1979.  About 40 

members being named on its charter roll.  The church, which is a neat and 

commodious frame building, was erected in 1880 at a cost of about twenty-five 

hundred dollars.  It was dedicated by the Reverend Joseph C. Maple, in November 

1881.  The names of the pastors are Jonathan M. McGuire who served the church 

a short time after it was constituted and Reverend E. D. Isbell, D. D. who 

succeeded Reverend McGuire and is still the preacher in charge at this writing.  

The present membership is seventy, and the church bids fair to be a power for 

good in the community.   

As recorded in the history of New Salem, Reverend J. D. Penn was pastor at 

Ashland in the year 1893.  We have no other records until 1920. 

Since this is all the records we have until 1920 we believe that we contributed to 

missions from the beginning.  As New Salem was our mother church, their records 

speak of foreign missions in 1890.  In 1909 they donated to District, Home and 

Foreign missions.  Neither church had a full-time pastor and since most of the 

time both churches had the same pastor, we believe we made the same 

contributions. 



Our minutes of Sept. 1, 1929 read as follows- The pastor (Reverend H.P. 

Cheavens) offered his usual 50-50 pledge – the church paying $10 and the pastor 

$10 to district missions. 

We have no record of when the W.M.U. was organized but until about the time 

each church had a full-time preacher Ashland and New Salem W.M.U. met 

together.  The members would take turns getting pledges for mission offerings.  

They sent lots of homemade cookies and packed barrels of canned vegetables and 

fruit for the Baptist Home at Ironton. 

Our church adopted the church budget plan in 1932 and joined the cooperative 

program. 

During the 1940’s some of the faithful W.M.U. members were- Cora Burnett, Ella 

Hickam, Bertie Winfrey, Martha Maze, Nell John, Canadace Jones, Annabell 

Pauley, Mildred Old, Hazel Martin, Margaret Shelton, Lena Baker and Claribelle 

Sapp.  They helped sponsor and provide money for the organizations, sent clothes 

and literature to an Indian reservation in New Mexico and sent literature to one 

of our W.M.U. members, Mrs. Celia Burnett, who was living in Japan and helped 

start a Sunday School there.  We helped provide for the needy in the community 

and sent gifts to the Baptist Children’s Home and the Baptist Home at Ironton. 

We had our first full time pastor (Bro. Ellery Young) January 1, 1950 and just prior 

to that Ashland and New Salem decided for records and reports it would be better 

if each church had their own W.M.U. 

In 1951 Bro. Harold Renfrow held a two weeks revival and has ben back several 

times since becoming a missionary.  He was a big inspiration to us. 

In 1953 from the minutes of Little Bonne Femme Association, a mission study at 

the Student Union in Columbia, MO was taught by the associational mission study 

director, Mrs. Claribelle Sapp of the Ashland Baptist Church.  Mrs. Lena Baker was 

our W.M.U. President that year. 

In 1954 we organized Y.W.A.’s, Sunbeams and R.A.’s.  We already had Jr. and 

Intermediate G.A.’s and the W.M.U. sponsored these organizations.  Mrs. Mary 

Forbis will be remembered for the outstanding work she did with the G.A.’s.  Mrs. 

Margaret Old was W.M.U. President and we had our peak enrollment of 109 

including all organizations.  Our mission gifts were $1,106.79. 



In 1956 Mrs. Nell John was President of Little Bonne Femme W.M.U. Association.  

Marian Rainwater was our W.M.U. President in 1956-57-58.  By then our total 

enrollment had dropped to 50.  One explanation was that more women were 

working by this time. 

Mrs. Lena Baker was President in 1959 with an enrollment of 37. 

In 1961-62 Mrs. Mary Forbis was President and the enrollment was up to 61. 

In 1963-64 Mrs. Wallace Edwards was President. 

In 1965-66-67 Mrs. Reta Christian was President with an average enrollment of 21 

and mission expenditures up to $2,061. 

In 1968 Mrs. Mary Forbis Edwards was Presidents with enrollment of 47 and 

mission expenditures $2,262. 

The Association minutes didn’t list any W.M.U. for 1969.  In 1970-71 Mrs. 

Imogene Crump was President with an enrollment of 10 with no organizations but 

the mission offering was $3,769.  This and the following years include the 

Cooperative Program. 

In 1972 Mrs. Leda Belle Weister was President with an enrollment of 11 and an 

offering of $3,594. 

In 1973 Mrs. Wallace Edwards was President.  The offering was $4,192 and the 

next year we didn’t have W.M.U. but the mission offering was $5,146. 

Mrs. Jimmy Taylor helped to organize the W.M.U. again in 1975 with an 

enrollment of 22.  Mission offering $5,128. 

In 1976 Ms. Imogene Crump was President and the total enrollment was 38.  Mrs. 

Annabell Pauley had helped to organize a G.A. class. 

In 1977-78-79 Mrs. Betty Van Horn was President with an average enrollment of 

31.  Mission offering $5,979, $6,331 and $7,188. 

Mrs. Jimmy Taylor was President again in 1980-81-82 with an enrollment of 10.  In 

1981 mission offering was $9,151 and in 1982 - $10,894. 

Mrs. Margaret Smith was President in 1983 with an enrollment of 6 but the total 

mission expenditures was $14,124. 



Mrs. Norma Taggart has been President the past two years (1984-85).  The 

collection in 1984 was $17,471. 

During the 70’s & 80’s we have made quilts and other handmade things and sent 

them to the Baptist Children’s Home to be sold at the Strawberry Festival and 

sent gifts to the Baptist Home for the aged at Ironton, and also helped the needy 

in our community. 

 

 


