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Preamble 
We, the members of the Ashland  Baptist Church, banding ourselves together as a body of 
baptized believers under the authority of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, do declare and 
establish this constitution and the following articles for the preservation and security of the 
principles of our faith, for the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ, so that this body may be 
governed in an orderly manner, therefore preserving the liberties of each individual member 
and the freedom of action of this body, in relation to the other churches of the same faith.  
 

Article I   Name 
This body of believers shall be known as the:  

ASHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF ASHLAND, MISSOURI 

 

Article II   Purpose 
The purpose of Ashland Baptist Church shall be the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ and 
His Gospel by following the teachings and practice of the New Testament in our Administration, 
Discipleship, Evangelism, Fellowship, Ministry, and Worship. 
 

Article III   Mission Statement 
Ashland Baptist Church endeavors to bring all people together to experience salvation through 
God’s love and a personal and deep relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Article IV   Statement of Faith and Message  
Ashland Baptist Church adheres to the Southern Baptist Faith and Message (June 14, 2000) to 
include, but not be limited to the tenets below: 
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man.  
It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction.  There is one and only one living and true God.  The 
eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal 
attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.  Man is the special creation of 
God, made in His own Image.  He created them male and female as the crowning work of His 
creation.  Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who 
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for 
the believer.  There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.  Christian 
baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.  It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and 
risen Saviour, the Believer’s death to sin. 



 
 

 

 
Article V Statement of Family and Marriage 

The Ashland Baptist Church hereby adopts the following statement of Family from the 
Southern Baptist Convention, June 14, 2000, as our Statement of Family:  
 

“God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed 
of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. 

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It 
is God's unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the 
man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of 
sexual expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human 
race.”  Because of our united conviction as to this biblical truth, Ashland Baptist Church cannot 
and will not condone marriages of the same sex.  

Furthermore: 

“The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's image. 
The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his 
wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, 
and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her 
husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image 
of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her 
husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next 
generation. 

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents 
are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their 
children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and 
loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their 
parents. 

Article VI   Church Covenant 
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Savior, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now in the presence of God and this assembly, most 
solemnly and joyfully enter into a covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.  
  

 



We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to:   
Walk together in Christian love; strive for the advancement of this church in His holiness, 
knowledge and comfort; promote its prosperity and spirituality; sustain its worship, 
ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; contribute cheerfully and regularly to the ministries 
and expenses of this church for the relief of the poor and the spread of the gospel 
throughout our community and all nations.  

 
 We also engage to:   

Maintain family and private devotions; educate our children in Christian principles; seek the 
salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; walk circumspectly in the world; be just in our 
dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment.  

 
 We further engage to:   

Be zealous in our efforts to advance the Kingdom of our Savior by making every effort to 
avoid all tattling, backbiting, gossip, and anger; use our influence to combat the use and 
abuse of "ALL" drugs; help stop the spread and use of pornography; watch over one another 
in brotherly love; remember one another in prayer; aid one another in sickness and distress; 
cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; be slow to take offense, but 
always willing and ready for reconciliation, while mindful of the rules of our Savior, and to 
secure a reconciliation without delay. 

We moreover engage that: 
When we remove from this place, we will as soon as possible unite with some other church 
where we can carry out the spirit of the covenant and keep the principles of God's Word.   

 

Article VII   Church Government 
This church is an autonomous body, not subject to the direction or control of any other 
ecclesiastical body; therefore, the government of this church is vested in the body of believers 
who compose it, under the leadership of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Article VIII   Parliamentary Authority 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the church in 
all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not in any way inconsistent with 
this Constitution, the bylaws, or any special rules of order, the church may adopt.  
 

Article IX   Dissolution of Church and Disposition of Property  
SECTION 1 - METHOD OF DISSOLUTION   

Dissolution of the church shall occur if the church, by official action, votes to dissolve as a 
church, or upon termination of regular worship services for more than twelve consecutive 
Sundays. Upon such, person or persons authorized by action of the incorporated church, is 
authorized to sign all necessary documents to convey the property as herein provided. 
  



SECTION 2 - TRANSFER OF PROPERTY   
In the event of the dissolution of the Ashland Baptist Church, all property of the Ashland 
Baptist Church, real, personal and mixed of whatsoever kind and whosesoever located shall be 
transferred to another nonprofit organization of similar kind and purpose.  Upon failure to find 
a suitable nonprofit organization, it shall go to the Missouri Baptist Convention for disposition.  
 

 
 
 

Article X – Amendment of Constitution 
This Constitution, except for ARTICLE IX- DISSOLUTION OF CHURCH AND DISPOSITION OF 
PROPERTY and ARTICLE  X - AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION, can be amended by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote at any regular business meeting or a special business meeting called for the purpose 
of considering an amendment to the constitution, provided that the proposed amendment has 
been submitted in writing at the prior regular business meeting posted on church bulletin 
boards, and announced from the pulpit for two (2) Sundays prior to the business meeting at 
which the amendment is to be considered. 
 

ARTICLE IX - DISSOLUTION OF CHURCH AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY and ARTICLE X - 
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION, can only be amended by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the 
resident membership at a special business meeting called for the purpose of amending 
ARTICLE IX and ARTICLE X, provided, however, that the proposed amendment has been 
submitted in writing at a regular business meeting not less than two (2) months prior to the 
calling of the special business meeting to consider the amendment; and provided that a 
written notice, containing a copy of the proposed amendment, shall be mailed to all resident 
members at least thirty (30) days prior to the special business meeting; and provided further 
that a copy of the proposed amendment be posted on church bulletin boards for at least thirty 
(30) days prior to the special business meeting; and provided further that the announcement 
of the special business meeting and the proposed amendment be made from the pulpit at 
each worship service for four (4) weeks prior to the special business meeting at which the 
amendment is to be considered. 
 (What this means is that any article of the constitution can be changed by a 2/3 vote, except: 
Article IX Dissolution of Church and Disposition of Property and Article X Amendment of 
Constitution)   
 


