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OV E R V I E W  
Purpose of Class 

To provide adequate information so that the student will have a working knowledge of 

the origin of the Bible; the inspiration and inerrancy of both the Old and the New 

Testaments; and the sufficiency of the entire Bible as the authority for living  

Session 1 

◦ Origin, Revelation, and Inspiration 

Session 2 

◦ Understand Manuscripts 

▪ Old Testament 

▪ Masoretic Text 

▪ Dead Sea Scrolls/Other manuscript evidence 

Session 3 

◦ Understand Manuscripts  

▪ New Testament 

▪ Number of manuscripts 

▪ Majority Texts 

▪ Critical Texts 

Session 4 

◦ Canonicity and Interpretation 

Session 5 

◦ History of the English Bible 

Session 6 

◦ Formal Equivalence versus Dynamic Equivalence 

◦ What Bible version should I use? 



S E S S I O N  1 :  O R I G I N ,  R E V E L AT I O N ,  A N D  
I N S P I R AT I O N  O F  T H E  B I B L E  

How Our Bible Came to Us 

Origin and Revelation 

What is meant by “Revelation?” 
 Broadly speaking, we group “revelation” into two main types: 

◦ ________ Revelation 

▪ God revealing Himself (His nature, His purpose, His ways) through _________ 

◦ _________ Revelation 

▪ God revealing Himself (His nature, His purpose, His ways) through an 

___________ 



▪ God 

▪ His word 

▪ Revealed to a ______ _______ 

▪ Who produced original ____________ 

▪ _______ 

▪ ________ 

▪ ______ 

▪ Later copied into multiple copies 

▪ Hebrew 

▪ Greek 

▪ Later used to make 

▪ Other _____________ 



Inspiration 
“Inspiration” means _________  

• Inspiration carries with it the idea of being  _____  _____  ______.  

• When applied to Scripture, it means that the Bible is ________  ______ in what it 

teaches and ___________  ____________ in the truth claims it makes. 

• Aspects of inspiration: 

• _______ 

• all words of Scripture are inspired by God 

• ________ 

• all parts of Scripture are inspired by God 

• example: genealogies 

• Results of such inspiration 
• ________—“The quality of being free from all falsehood or mistake which safeguards 

the truth that Holy Scripture is entirely true and trustworthy in all its assertions” 

• VARIATIONS ON THE DOCTRINE OF INERRANCY  

1. __________ INERRANCY 

A. Affirms ________ / _______ inspiration while trying to distance itself from a 

mechanical dictation view of inspiration.  

B. Affirms the accuracy of the Bible in all matters, including science and history “to a 

great degree of precision!” (Harold Lindsell)  

2. _________ (________) INERRANCY  

A. Makes cautious use of critical methodologies such as form and redaction criticism 

B. Affirms the truth of everything in the Bible to the degree of precision intended by 

the author 

C. Usually regards biblical references to scientific matters as phenomenal (how they 

appeared to the writer) 

D. Does not seek to harmonize every detail of Scripture because it recognizes that the 

authors wrote for different purposes. - (Al Mohler; Danny Akin; Paige Patterson; 

J. I. Packer; D. A. Carson; Chicago Statement)  

3. ________ INERRANCY  



A. Affirms the Bible is inerrant in all matters of faith and practice, as well as matters 

which can be empirically verified 

B. Inspiration does not grant modern understanding; hence the Bible may contain 

errors of science or history, but it did secure fully truthful teaching about belief and 

behavior. (I. H. Marshall)  

4. ________ INERRANCY  

A. Affirms that how one understands inerrancy depends on the type of biblical 

literature under consideration 

B. Some portions, such as TEN COMMANDMENTS; seem to have been given through 

a mechanical dictation form of inspiration. The epistles and historical materials 

might be described as given by verbal inspiration. A book like Proverbs seems to 

require a more free view (poss. dynamic view). (Clark Pinnock) 

5. ___________ INERRANCY (Infallibility of purpose)  

A. Affirms that the purpose of the Bible is to bring people to salvation and growth in 

grace. The Bible accomplishes its PURPOSE without fail 

B. Affirms that the Bible is sufficiently accurate in factual matters to accomplish its 

PURPOSE, but seeks to avoid describing the inerrancy of Scripture primarily in 

terms of FACTICITY. Instead, it speaks of the Bible in terms of trustworthiness and 

faithfulness. (Jack Rogers, Donald McKim) 

6. ____________ INERRANCY (View from the Pew) 

A. An expression of simple trust and faith in the Bible 

B. Often marked by little, if any awareness of, or interest in scholarly discussions of 

the doctrine of inerrancy. (Ma and Pa Baptist) 

• ________ History 

• Adam/Eve: _____ people 

• Serpent: _____ animal 

• _____ fruit from a _____ tree 

• _______ ________ 

• Adam/Eve: _____ _______ 

• Their struggle with sin described in _______  ________ 



• Serpent 

• Tree 

• Fruit 

• ________  ________ 

• Adam/Eve: ____ _____ _______ 

• Struggle with sin: _______ 

• ___________ 

• Infallible 

• Unfailing in its ________ 

• To ______ ____ 

• To _______ ____ _______ 

• To ______ ____ _____ 

• His _________ 

• foremost: ____ 

• his _____: in God 

• his _________: fallen, depraved 

• his _____: redemption, atonement, forgiveness, new spirit 

• His _________ 

• His __________ 

• Authoritative 

• __________ 

• I can ______ what it says 

• It is the ultimate __________ in my life 

• my ________ 

• my __________ 

• my ______ 

• my ________ 

• my __________ 

• my _____ of the ______ and of ____ 



S E S S I O N  2 :  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  O L D  
T E S TA M E N T  R E L I A B I L I T Y  

• Understand Manuscripts (especially Greek) 

◦ Old Testament 

▪ Masoretic Text 

• _______  ______ (https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/

hebrew-bible/the-aleppo-codex/)  

• oldest Hebrew Bible in existence today 

• housed for 500 years in Aleppo, Syria.  

• written by scribes called Masoretes in Tiberias, Israel, around AD 930  

• considered to be most authoritative copy of the Hebrew Bible.  

• The Aleppo Codex features both vowel markings and marginal notations. 

• Appearing in Aleppo, Syria, sometime in the second half of the 15th century 

• preserved nearly intact in a synagogue for centuries—until the 20th century.  

• 1947—United Nations vote to partition Palestine and create independent Arab and 

Jewish states,  

• riots broke out in Aleppo, and parts of the Aleppo Codex were destroyed.  

• What remained of the codex was smuggled out of Aleppo and brought to Israel in 

1957.  

• now kept at the Shrine of the Book wing at the Israel Museum. 

• __________  ______  (http://wsrp.usc.edu/educational_site/biblical_manuscripts/

LeningradCodex.shtml) 

• oldest complete Hebrew bible still preserved.  

• considered one of the best examples of the Masoretic text.  

• written around the year AD 1010  

• probably written in Cairo 

• later sold to someone living in Damascus.  

• Today it is in St. Petersburg, Russia, in the Russian National Library (Saltykov-

Shchedrin), where it has been since the mid-1800's.  

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/the-aleppo-codex/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/the-aleppo-codex/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/travelogue-of-the-aleppo-codex/
http://wsrp.usc.edu/educational_site/biblical_manuscripts/LeningradCodex.shtml
http://wsrp.usc.edu/educational_site/biblical_manuscripts/LeningradCodex.shtml


• When the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center and West Semitic Research 

photographed the Bible in 1990, the city was still called Leningrad.  

• The name of the manuscript continues to be called the Leningrad Codex in order to 

avoid confusion.  

• used as the basis for most modern printed editions of the Hebrew Bible.  

• Comparing it to modern Hebrew Old Testaments shows us just how accurately God’s 

Word has been preserved over the centuries.  

• The _____  ___________  ________  puts it this way: the Leningrad Codex 

provides irrefutable proof that the Hebrew Old Testament has remained unchanged 

down through more than one thousand years, copied faithfully from manuscripts one 

thousand years earlier.  

Transcribing the Old Testament through history (from Josh & Sean 
McDowell’s Evidence That Demands a Verdict) 
• Old Testament scripture itself doesn’t give us a clear idea of when the books were 

assembled into the Bible we use today.  

• But scholars believe the Old Testament canon was closed earlier than 200 BC.  

• Too, they believe the earliest biblical manuscripts were transmitted in the oral tradition.  

• At some point, however, it was deemed critical that Scripture be written down to ensure its 

accuracy.  

• The Scriptures were so important to the nation of Israel, that a special class of scholars 

called Soferim (Hebrew: סֹופְִרים) developed during the Second Temple period.  

• From about ____  ____ to _____  ___, the primary task of these scribes was to 

preserve Israel’s sacred traditions, which served as the foundation of the Jewish nation.  

• Scholars believe these Jewish men were possibly of _________ descent, as most sofer 

whose geneology is known were priests. As such, the Soferim were intimately acquainted 

with Scripture and other sacred documents. They likely specialized in the biblical 

manuscripts they transcribed and the topics they wrote about.  

• As noted in the Encyclopedia Britannica: Historically, the Soferim are of great importance, 

not only for having initiated rabbinic studies but also for having fixed the canon of Old 

https://bible.org/article/content-and-extent-old-testament-canon
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/soferim
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sofer


Testament Scriptures and, as copyists and editors, for their energetic efforts to safeguard 

the purity of the original text.  

• The _______ (the collection of traditions on Jewish religious laws) records 18 changes 

(tiqqune soferim) that they introduced to preclude misunderstanding of the Scriptures. 

• The Soferim were followed by a second group of scribes called ________ (Hebrew: 

  .repeaters” who began copying the Soferim tradition“ ,(תנאים

• From about ____ to ____  ___, a third group of scribes called the ________ began to 

preserve Hebrew text.  

• At some point in this period, meticulous rules were developed to preserve Old Testament 

text in the synagogue scrolls.  

• Finally, about the ____  ________  ___, we come to the group of scribes, the 

__________ whose diligent efforts help to preserve the Hebrew text we have today, 

which is called the __________  _____.  

• The Masoretic Text is a very good and faithful text of the Hebrew Bible, yet not perfect.  

• The Masoretes, themselves, recognized the inherent possibility of human error when 

copying the Hebrew Bible.  

• They attempted to combat _______ by adding innumerable ______ — masorah — in 

the margins of manuscripts to safeguard the text.  

• Where they found differences between texts, they determined which opinion was correct. 

• These decisions related not only to verses and words, but to every single letter.  

• Too, these scribes attempted to gain consistency by establishing rules on how to articulate 

the words when reading the text aloud.  

• We know the proper pronunciation because of the system of _________ ________ 

and ______ placement established by the __________.  

• Explains the Encyclopedia Britannica: If the Masoretes hadn’t devised their systems of 

vowel notation, the most important Hebrew texts would have been translated and possibly 

preserved but the rest of it, as well as the Hebrew language at large, would have gone the 

way of the dodo.  

• We wouldn’t have had the Bible as we know it, if it wasn’t for the Masoretic efforts.  

Establishing Transmission Standards  

http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Masoretes.html#.WnTSL5O79AZ


• various rabbinic rules  

• selection of writing materials 

• preparation of leather (parchment) 

• error correction 

• transcribing of divine names 

• storage and reading of scrolls 

• measurements of sheets, columns, and margins 

• meticulous care in their work.  

• forbidden from copying Scripture without a vorlage (the manuscript being copied) in 

front of them.  

• Paul D. Wegner, professor of Old Testament studies at Gateway Seminary in Ontario, 

California, shares further safeguards and protocols that aided scribes in their copying 

and storage of biblical texts: (http://credomag.com/2015/03/25/how-did-we-get-the-

old-testament-paul-d-wegner/) 

• Jewish writings mention that the temple employed correctors (meggihim) who 

scrutinized the scrolls to safeguard their precision.  

• At some point during the _________  _______ (____  ___ to ___  ____), 

___________  ______ were developed to preserve the Old Testament text in 

synagogue scrolls.  

• only using parchment made from clean animals 

• using only black ink 

• lining the page before adding letters 

• establishing a set column width and word spacing 

• the space of a hair between each consonant 

• space of a consonant between each word 

• scribe had to be freshly bathed and in full Jewish dress before beginning to copy 

the scroll.  

• Writes Wagner, in an article titled “How Did We Get the Old Testament?” for Credo 

Magazine:  

https://www.amazon.com/Paul-D.-Wegner/e/B001JS7KBO
http://credomag.com/2015/03/25/how-did-we-get-the-old-testament-paul-d-wegner/
http://credomag.com/2015/03/25/how-did-we-get-the-old-testament-paul-d-wegner/
http://www.credomag.com/2015/03/25/how-did-we-get-the-old-testament-paul-d-wegner/


• “These scribes made meticulous notes regarding the text, from recording the number 

of letters used in a book, to indicating the middle letter of a book.  

• They also made careful notations along the sides of the Hebrew text in multiple other 

volumes concerning the reading and pointing of these texts.”  

• Later, an entire treatise was created to guide scribes on the proper procedure for 

preparing a sacred scroll and producing an accurate text. 

•  It seems that the various communities of scribes began to unify at the end of the first 

century AD.  

• This ultimately led to a standardization of authoritative biblical text that, albeit not 

intentionally orchestrated, was an inevitable result of historical circumstances.  

Materials and Equipment Used by Scribes ~  
• pens and ink  

• inks typically compounded from _________, ____, and ______ 

• pens were fashioned from ______ and _______.  

• lacked the processed pulp that our paper is made with today,  

• they used what was on hand to record writings:  

• ________ (water reeds),  

• _________ (animal skins),  

• _______  ________ 

• _______  ________  

Other Archaeological and Textual Evidence 
▪ __________  ___________  

▪ version of the Hebrew Torah (the first five books of the Old Testament) that was written 

in a special version of an early Hebrew script.  

▪ date the manuscript to as early as 3rd century BC.  

▪ _____  _______  

▪ before the discoveries at Qumran, earliest textual witness to the Hebrew Bible 

▪ Purchased from an Egyptian dealer in antiquities in 1902 by Dr Walter Llewellyn Nash, 

▪ dates to between the 2nd and 1st century BC.  

▪ contains  



▪ the Ten Commandments 

▪ parts of the Book of Exodus 

▪ parts of the Book of Deuteronomy.  

▪ The Manuscript is housed at the University of Cambridge.  

▪ _______  ________  

▪ Israeli archaeologist Gabriel Barkay  

▪ discovered the two tiny Silver Amulets in a family burial chamber in 1979 

▪ while excavating in Ketef Hinnom, a section of the Hinnom Valley south of 

Jerusalem’s Old City.  

▪ Once unrolled and studied, the Silver Amulets, which would most likely have been 

worn around the neck or wrists, were found to be densely covered in ancient Hebrew 

script 

▪ The script has been confirmed to be from the period just before the destruction of 

Jerusalem in 586 B.C. by Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar 

▪ Lawrence Schiffman, former professor of Hebrew and Judaic studies at New York 

University, describes the amulets:  

▪ “The priestly blessing (Numbers 6:22-27) played a major role in Jewish worship in 

the Temple and synagogue. Its text, inscribed in the ancient Hebrew script, was 

found on an amulet from the 7th-6th century BC at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem. 

This inscription is the earliest attestation of a text from the Torah. Some scholars 

have argued that this amulet proves that the blessing preexisted the book of 

Numbers. In our view, the use of this passage as an amulet indicates that is was 

already know in is present context.” 

▪ _____  ____  ________  

▪ helped scholars to answer this question: 

▪ “Does the Masoretic Text faithfully represent the Hebrew text as originally written by 

the authors of the Old Testament books?”  

▪ first discovered in early 1947 in a cave by Bedouin shepherds, near an ancient site called 

Qumran 

http://cojs.org/silver_scroll_amulets_from_ketef_hinnom-_c-_600_bce/
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/28/science/solving-a-riddle-written-in-silver.html
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nebuchadrezzar-II


▪ The cave, which became known as Cave 1, is located about a mile inland from the 

Western shore of the Dead Sea, about 13 miles east of Jerusalem 

▪ By 1956, a total of 11 caves had been discovered at Qumran, gifting the world with 

almost 1,050 scrolls written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek 

▪ earliest scrolls found at Qumran date back to at least 250 BC 

▪ latest scrolls were copied shortly before the destruction of the Qumran site by the 

Romans in AD 68 

▪ In total, scholars have identified nearly 300 biblical scrolls among the manuscripts 

discovered in the area 

▪ until 1947, Scripture research was based on Hebrew-Aramaic text that had been copied 

1,200 years or more after the composition of the biblical books 



S E S S I O N  3 :  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  N E W  
T E S TA M E N T  R E L I A B I L I T Y  

• Scholars believe the New Testament manuscripts to be the most frequently copied and 

widely distributed books of antiquity 

• The abundance of Scriptural manuscript copies have made it possible to reconstruct the 

original text with virtually complete accuracy 

• The authenticity of the New Testament text we have today rests on the foundation of a 

massive amount of historical documentation 

• QUESTION: If stacked, how high do you think the New Testament 

manuscripts would be?  

• ANSWER: equates to one mile of New Testament manuscripts (and 2.5 miles 

for the entire Bible), compared with an average four feet of manuscript by the 

average classical writer.  

• The earliest manuscript of plays by Sophocles, one of three great tragic playwrights of 

Athens, is about ____  _______  ___, with about _____ extant manuscripts.  

• The earliest of Plato’s Tetralogies (many of his works were compiled into groups of four 

called “Tetralogies”) is ___  ____, with _____  extant manuscripts.  

• The earliest surviving manuscript of Homer’s The Iliad, which highlights the final weeks 

of the Trojan War,is about ____  ___. More manuscript discoveries have been made of 

this epic poem than any other classical work, yet the number of extant manuscripts is 

_____  ____  _____.  

• Of just the _______  Greek New Testament manuscripts, there are more than 2.6 million 

pages! Combining both the Old and New Testament, we have more than 66,000 

manuscripts and scrolls!  

Writes New Testament scholars and biblical linguistic experts Stanley E. Porter and Andrew 

W. Pitts:  

When compared with other works of antiquity, the New Testament has far greater 

(numerical) and earlier documentation than any other book. Most of the available works of 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sophocles
http://n1.xtek.gr/ime/lyceum/?p=lemma&id=880&lang=2
http://www.ancient-literature.com/greece_homer_iliad.html
https://www.ancient.eu/Trojan_War/


antiquity have only a few manuscripts that attest to their existence, and these are typically 

much later than their original date of composition, so that it is not uncommon for the 

earliest manuscript to be dated over nine hundred years after the original 

composition.  

Passing the Bibliographic Test With Flying Colors  

Scholars representing different specialties and eras agree that bibliographical test validates 

and confirms that the New Testament has been accurately transmitted throughout the 

centuries. 

So any skeptic choosing to reject the transmissional reliability of the Bible employs an 

obvious double standard. To reject the Bible’s vetted reliability requires also considering 

unreliable all other manuscripts of antiquity.  

Says New Testament scholar J. Harold Greenlee in his Introduction to New Testament 

Textual Criticism:  

Since scholars accept as generally trustworthy the writings of the ancient classics even 

though the earliest manuscripts were written so long after the original writings and 

the number of extant manuscript is in many instances so small, it is clear the 

reliability of the text of the New Testament is likewise assured   

Concerning the NT and its underlying Greek text, most English translations (such as NIV, 

ESV, NASB, and CSB) follow what it is called the _________  _____.  

Two (KJV, NKJV) follow the _________  _____. A brief word is in order about these for 

those readers who are unfamiliar with these terms.  

There are a little over 5000 manuscripts of the NT.  

For any given book, there are between 100 and 1000 manuscripts.  

The _________  _____ is a collation of Greek manuscripts that assumes the correct 

reading, the original reading, is typically the one which is found in the majority of 3 early 

manuscripts (Aleph, A, and B) which it regards as relatively pure and untainted by scribes.  

If 2 of these 3 agree, the NASB, NIV, and NET usually call that the correct reading.  

The ________  _____ essentially suggests that the correct reading is the one which is 

found in the majority of all existing manuscripts, not simply the majority of 3 manuscripts.  



It does not assume that if two or even all three of these early manuscripts agree that that is 

necessarily the correct reading. 



S E S S I O N  4 :  C A N O N I C I T Y  A N D  
I N T E R P R E TAT I O N  

Canonicity 

From FF Bruce, The Canon of Scripture 

◦ The word ‘canon’ has come into our language (through Latin) from the Greek word 
kanōn. In Greek it meant a rod, especially a straight rod used as a rule; from this 
usage comes the other meaning which the word commonly bears in English—‘rule’ 
or ‘_________’.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (pp. 16–17). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ The earliest Christians did not trouble themselves about criteria of canonicity; they 
would not have readily understood the expression. They accepted the Old 
Testament scriptures as they had received them: the authority of those scriptures 
was sufficiently ratified by the teaching and example of the Lord and his apostles. 
The teaching and example of the Lord and his apostles, whether conveyed by word 
of mouth or in writing, had axiomatic authority for them.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (pp. 254–255). Downers Grove, 

IL: Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ According to Paul, the decisive criterion to apply to prophets is their testimony to 
Christ: ‘no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit’ (1 Cor. 12:3). 
Somewhat later, John suggests a more specific test: ‘every spirit which confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God’ (1 Jn. 4:2). Such tests anticipated 
the later insistence on orthodoxy as a criterion of canonicity.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (pp. 254–255). Downers Grove, 

IL: Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ Two aspects of the apostolic criterion were themselves used as subsidiary criteria—
antiquity and orthodoxy.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (p. 259). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ If a writing was the work of an apostle or of someone closely associated with an 
apostle, it must belong to the apostolic age. Writings of later date, whatever their 
merit, could not be included among the apostolic or canonical books. The compiler 



of the Muratorian list had a high regard for the Shepherd of Hermas; he recognized 
it evidently as a genuine work of prophecy. However, it had appeared too late to be 
included among the canonical prophets; and equally it had appeared too late to be 
included among the apostolic writings, for it was written only the day before 
yesterday, so to speak.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (pp. 259–260). Downers Grove, 

IL: Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ This argument could have been employed more freely than it was in settling 
problems of authenticity, at a time when so many works were appearing which 
claimed to have been written by apostles and their associates. But perhaps most of 
the churchmen who concerned themselves with this problem lacked the 
information or the expertise to appeal confidently to the evidence for dating such 
documents: they preferred to judge them by their theology.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (p. 260). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ In other words, they had recourse to the criterion of orthodoxy. By ‘orthodoxy’ 
they meant the apostolic faith—the faith set forth in the undoubted 
apostolic writings and maintained in the churches which had been 
founded by apostles. This appeal to the testimony of the churches of apostolic 
foundation was developed specially by Irenaeus. 
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (p. 260). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ A work which enjoyed only local recognition was not likely to be acknowledged as 
part of the canon of the catholic church. On the other hand, a work which was 
acknowledged by the greater part of the catholic church would probably receive 
universal recognition sooner or later. We have seen how the Roman church 
ultimately consented to receive Hebrews as canonical so as not to be out of step 
with the rest of orthodox Christendom. 
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (p. 261). Downers Grove, IL: Inter-

Varsity Press. 

◦ It might have been argued that the letters of Paul were too local and occasional in 
character to be accepted as universally and permanently authoritative. The issues 
to which he addressed himself in the letters to the Galatians and the Corinthians, 
for example, were of temporary urgency in the churches to which those letters were 
sent. How could their inclusion among the scriptures of the catholic church be 
justified? The earliest answer given to this question was one which was evidently 



found satisfactory at the time, although to us it seems curiously far-fetched. It was 
this: Paul wrote letters to seven churches, and in view of the symbolic significance 
of the number seven, that means that he wrote for the church universal. The same 
conception of seven as the number of perfection was applied to the seven churches 
addressed in the Apocalypse.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (pp. 261–262). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

◦ Each individual document that was ultimately acknowledged as canonical started 
off with local acceptance—the various epistles in the places to which they were sent, 
the Apocalypse in the seven churches of Asia, even the Gospels and Acts in the 
constituencies for which they were first designed. But their attainment of canonical 
status was the result of their gaining more widespread recognition than they 
initially enjoyed.  
◦ Bruce, F. F. (1988). The canon of scripture (p. 262). Downers Grove, IL: 

Inter-Varsity Press. 

Interpretation 

✦ Literal—taking passage at its word, normal sense  

✦ Historical—being aware of time and culture  
✦ Example: head coverings in 1 Corinthians 

✦ Grammatical—recognizing grammar and syntax  
✦ Example: Ephesians 2:8 

✦ Contextual—recognizing author, setting, context, and genre  
✦ Example: Gospel of John 

✦ Allegorical—seeks deeper meaning beyond normal sense  
✦ Example: Daniel’s prophecies in Daniel 7 and 8 

✦ Semi-allegorical—takes literal approach except for prophecy  
✦ Example: Daniel’s prophecies in Daniel 7 and 8 



 
S E S S I O N  5 :  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  

E N G L I S H  B I B L E  

The English Bible 
Prior to the Norman conquest of England in 1066, sporadic attempts to translate 
portions of the Bible from Latin into Anglo-Saxon were carried out. These efforts did not 
cover large segments of the Bible and were not intended for the common person. 
Earliest Bible in England Latin Vulgate 

  

“Old English” 
CAEDMON  

ALDHELM (d. 709)  

VENERABLE BEDE (d. 735)  

John Wycliffe – The Morning Star of the Reformation (1330-1384) 

Sixteenth century –represents the most active period in the history of English 
translations until recently  
Three significant events precipitated this remarkable era: 
• A renaissance of classical learning, particularly in Greek: 



• Gutenberg’ printing press (1454): 

• The Protestant Reformation (1517):  

• William Tyndale - The Father of the English Bible (1484-1536) 



Differences between Wycliffe and Tyndale’s work: 

The Coverdale Bible (1535) 

The Matthew Bible (1537) 



The Great Bible (1539) 

The Geneva Bible (1560) 



Bishop’s Bible (1560) 

The King James Version (1611) 

Noteworthy Factors: 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 



Douay Version 



 



S E S S I O N  6 :  F O R M A L  V E R S U S  DY N A M I C  
E Q U I VA L E N C E  

 

• Understand the Original Languages 
◦ _______  
◦ _______  

▪ Ezekiel 4:8-6:18; 7:12-26  
▪ Daniel 2:4-7:28  
▪ Jeremiah 10:11  
▪ Genesis 31:47—one word  

◦ ______  
▪ Septuagint  

▪ Old Testament  
▪ Began 3rd century BC  



▪ Alexandria, Egypt  
▪ New Testament  

▪ 5,000 manuscripts  

• Understand the two approaches to translation 
◦ _______  ___________ 

▪ AKA Form Oriented  
▪ Idea  

▪ Keep as much of the original language form as possible  
▪ Word for word 

◦ _________  ___________ 
▪ AKA Content Oriented  
▪ Idea  

▪ Communicate the ideas and concepts from the original language  
▪ Thought for thought 

• What grade reading levels  
◦ KJV — 13  
◦ RSV — 12  
◦ NRSV — 11  
◦ NASB — 11  
◦ ESV — 10  
◦ HCSB — 7-8  
◦ NIV — 7-8  
◦ CEB — 7  
◦ CSB — 7 
◦ NKJV — 7  
◦ NLT — 6  
◦ GW — 5  
◦ Message — 4-5  
◦ NCV — 3  
◦ NIrV — 3 

• Recommendation 
◦ Get at least 4 different versions  

▪ 1  
▪ 1  
▪ 1  
▪ 1  



• Exhaustive Concordance 

◦ __________  

• Bible Dictionary/Bible Encyclopedia 

◦ _________________________  

◦ _________________________  

• Topical Bible 

◦ _______  

• Bible Handbook 

◦ _______  

• Set of word studies 

◦ ________  

• Commentary 
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