
We Win! A Flyover View of the End Times 
“The Rapture” 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Intro 
✦ Eschatology 

✦ Study of last things 
✦ What happens in the end 
✦ Bible has a lot to say on the subject 

✦ Understood in a number of differing ways 
✦ Problem with this series: 

✦ Going to cover this in 3 messages 
✦ How we will proceed: 

✦ First: Rapture 
✦ Second: 7 year tribulation 
✦ Third: Millennium and New Heaven/Earth 

✦ Important to remember: 
✦ This is one of those “non-essential” doctrines 

✦ You can have a differing view from what I have 
✦ And you can still be saved/have eternal life 

✦ Provided you believe the “essentials” 
✦ that Jesus 
✦ God the Son 

✦ Second Person of Triune God 
✦ Father 
✦ Son 
✦ Spirit 

✦ Came to earth from heaven 
✦ Lived sinless life 
✦ died criminal’s death on a cross 

✦ Because of your sin and my sin 
✦ Because of the sin of every human being 

✦ rose from the grave three days later 
✦ to provide eternal life to all who believe in Him for it 



✦ Provide some answers to four questions: 
I. What is Happening? 

A. Day the Lord comes to get His church 
1. The “Coming of the Lord” 

a) V.15 
2. Harpadzō 

a) “to snatch” 
b) Latin: raptura 

(1) “rapture”  
(2) aka, the “Rapture” 

(a) more on that in moments 
B. Church exits the world 

1. For around seven years 
II. How Does It Happen? 

A. Those who have “fallen asleep” 
1. V.13 
2. “those who sleep in Jesus” 

a) V.14 
3. When they die 

a) They go to be “with God” 
(1) V.14 

(a) since God will bring them “with Him”  
b) They are “with Jesus in Paradise” 

(1) As is the thief on the cross 
(2) Lk 23:43 

4. They will be raised up  
a) V.16 

(1) When the Lord descends from Heaven 
(a) with a shout 
(b) with the voice of an archangel 
(c) with the trumpet of God 

(2) They receive a glorified body 
(a) “we will be like Him” 



i) 1Jn 3:2  
(1) Beloved, now we are children of God; and it 

has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

5. What about the in-between time? 
a) They are in a sort of temporary state 

(1) Might have some sort of temporary body 
(2) Re 6:9-11  

(a) When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 
word of God and for the testimony which they held.  

(b) And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?”  

(c) Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it 
was said to them that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren, who would be killed as 
they were, was completed. 

(d) Have to be able to put that robe on something 
B. Those still alive 

1. V.17 
2. Caught up 

a) future passive indicative 
b) Harpadzō 

(1) “to snatch” 
(2) Latin: raptura 

(a) “rapture” 
3. Somewhere between here and Heaven we receive our glorified 

bodies 
a) 1Co 15:52  



(1) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

III. When Does It Happen? 
A. One day sooner than yesterday 

1. Mk 13:32  
a) “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 
2. Only thing we do know 

a) Whenever someone predicts it will happen 
(1) That it won’t happen on that day 

IV. What Happens Next? 
A. Pick up the story in Re 4 

1. Seven years of tribulation 
a) Last three and a half: Great Tribulation 
b) Church is not mentioned again in Revelation 

(1) Because the Church has been raptured! 
2. Those seven years 

a) Discussed rapidly next week 
b) Good news/bad news 

(1) Good news 
(a) You can still believe upon Jesus Christ for eternal life 

(2) Bad news 
(a) You will be facing the worst 7 years in all of world 

history 
(b) worldometers.info 

i) world population as of 2018 is 7.65 billion 
ii) means over 2.5 billion people will be killed by 

disasters 
Now What? 
✦ A Bit of suspense 

✦ This event could happen 
✦ At. Any. Moment. 

http://worldometers.info


✦ If you are alive when it does happen 
✦ Books are closed on your life here 
✦ You will be rewarded based on what you do/don’t do in 

obedience to Jesus 
✦ 2Co 5:10 

✦ Reason we need to live with an eye for this event 
✦ So we won’t be surprised 
✦ So we can look forward 
✦ Because it means that it’s time to get this all straightened out 

✦ Justice will be served 
✦ God will be making everything new again 

✦ Only scenario where this is a scary event 
✦ Is if you haven’t believed in Jesus for eternal life 

✦ Given that no one knows when this will happen 
✦ You’re playing with house money the longer you wait


