
When Common Sense is Nonsense 
1 Corinthians 1:19 
Intro 
✦ Robert Pilatus and Fabrice Morvan  

✦ Aspiring singers who caught their big break 
✦ Rose to the top of pop music 

✦ Instant fame and fortune 
✦ Won Grammy for Best New Artist 
✦ Year: 1989 
✦ SLIDE WITH VIDEO CLIP 
✦ Title of hit song: 

✦ “Girl You Know It’s True” 
✦ Name of Group: 

✦ Milli Vanilli 
✦ 1990 had to confess to lip syncing the entire song after a concert 

disaster when the recording got stuck 
✦ “Girl you know it’s Girl you know it’s Girl you know it’s…” 

✦ It was so bad  
✦ Mention of “Milli Vanilli” brings back associations of lip-syncing  
✦ Their “stigma” 

✦ Stigma of the Cross of Jesus Christ 
✦ Scandalous 
✦ Death reserved for the worst of criminals 

✦ If someone was crucified 
✦ They were the worst of the worst 

✦ Hopefully the title caught your attention 
✦ What do I mean? 
✦ “Common sense”: 

✦ Sense that everyone has 
✦ Better, that a majority of people have 

✦ Interesting side note: 
✦ Thomas Paine wrote book titled Common Sense 

✦ Used to argue need for American Revolution 
✦ Paine was a Deist 

✦ In process rejected tenet of believing in Jesus Christ 
alone for everlasting life 

✦ Yet there are those times when God identifies “common sense” to be 
“nonsense” 
✦ Cross of Jesus Christ stands as evidence of this 



✦ Paul continues to explain the stigma surrounding the event of 
Jesus being crucified… 

✦ 1Co 1:19  
✦ For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And 

bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 
✦ Focus on “the wisdom of the wise;” the “understanding of the 

prudent” 
✦ We would call the “wisdom of the wise” 

✦ “Common Sense” 
✦ Reference to Is 29:14  

✦ “Therefore, behold, I will again do a marvelous work Among 
this people, A marvelous work and a wonder; For the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish, And the understanding of 
their prudent men shall be hidden.” 

✦ Reference to moment in Israel’s history 
✦ When they sought answers and solutions in their own 

strength and intelligence 
✦ 2Ki 17:3ff 

✦ Around 727-722 BC 
✦ Hoshea king of Israel had become vassal of Assyria and 

Shalmaneser V 
✦ Hoshea tried to forge a political alliance with So, king of Egypt 

✦ Resulted in his refusal to pay his “taxes” as a vassal 
✦ Shalmaneser found out 

✦ Captured Hoshea 
✦ Locked him up 

✦ 2Ki 18:1ff 
✦ Hezekiah became king of Judah (Southern Kingdom)  

✦ Coregent with father Ahaz 
✦ 729-715 BC 

✦ Sole monarch 
✦ 715-697 BC 

✦ Coregent with son Manasseh 
✦ 697-686 BC 

✦ Assyria: 
✦ Shalmaneser V 

✦ 727-722 BC 
✦ Sargon II 

✦ 722-705 BC 
✦ Sennacherib 



✦ 705-681 BC 
✦ Southern Kingdom under Hezekiah was considering a political 

alliance with Egypt in order to defend themselves against Assyria 
and Sennacherib 
✦ A “common sense” approach to national security 

✦ Is 36:1ff 
✦ Culture sees Christ crucified as moronic 
✦ God sees culture’s “common sense” to be nonsense 
✦ When is common sense nonsense in God’s eyes? 

✦ Looking at examples of two kings, we can see at least three 
instances: 

I. When “Common Sense” Trusts Human Promises More 
than God’s 

A. Apparently So king of Egypt promised aid and protection 
1. To point that Hoshea stopped paying his “taxes” to 

Shalmaneser 
2. Yet beneath all appearances 

a) Egypt was in no position to help herself against Assyria 
(1) Much less another nation 

B. About promises made by people 
1. People change 

a) Sometimes because their circumstances change 
b) Other times because they incorrectly read their current 

circumstances 
2. If you find yourself trusting the “common sense” promise of 

an individual person above God’s promise 
a) God considers that to be “nonsense" 

II. When “Common Sense” Trusts Tactical Maneuvers more 
than God’s orders 

A. When Sargon II was king of Assyria, Hezekiah kept his anti-
Assyrian sentiments to himself 

1. Did not want to poke an obvious bear 
2. But when Sargon’s son Sennacherib took over, Hezekiah saw 

an opening 
a) Apparently joined an alliance of other nations who would 

refuse to pay their vassal taxes 
(1) Knowing all along that Sennacherib would be coming to 

collect 
B. What Hezekiah didn’t realize 



1. Sennacherib would be a lot stronger than he or his political 
allies had thought 

2. 2Ki 18:13-16 
a) Backpedaled 
b) Wound up paying a hefty tax 
c) Turned out it would not be enough 
d) Sennacherib intended to depose Hezekiah 

(1) 2Ki 18:17ff  
C. Sometimes common sense doesn’t think ahead far enough 

1. Chess 
a) One player is thinking one move ahead 
b) Another player is thinking two moves ahead 
c) Yet another is thinking five moves ahead 
d) Result 

(1) One player won’t be as surprised at how the game unfolds 
(a) One who is thinking five moves ahead 

2. If you find yourself thinking that you have something figured 
out 

a) Because you’re thinking two moves ahead 
b) Remember: 

(1) God is thinking ahead five 
(a) Your tactical maneuvers are “nonsense” to Him  

III. When “Common Sense” Trusts Resources More than 
God’s provisions 

A. Hoshea decided not to pay his “vassal tax” 
1. 2Ki 17:3-4 
2. Northern Kingdom/Israel was not going through economic 

hard times 
a) They had some wealth 
b) They had some resources 
c) As is often the case 

(1) They became complacent 
(a) Placing security in the strength of their financial 

portfolio 
(b) Need to trust God completely is not as urgent 

i) Not as obvious 
3. So Hoshea was looking to better manage his portfolio 

a) Leaving God completely out of the picture 
B. When we are most vulnerable to our “common sense” 



1. When we base our contentment on the strength of our 
personal portfolios 

a) Financial portfolios 
b) Social portfolios 
c) Our level of confidence in those portfolios runs the risk of 

becoming inversely proportionate to our confidence in God 
being in control of our lives 

2. Why the Lord instructs us: 
a) Mt 6:19-21  

(1) “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal;  

(2) but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal.  

(3) For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

Now What? 
✦ God is not too terribly impressed with our common sense 

✦ We can trust our resources more than God’s 
✦ We can trust promises made by people more than promises made 

by God 
✦ We can trust our brilliant tactical maneuvers more than we trust 

God’s instructions 
✦ Our common sense, in those moments 

✦ Become nonsense  
✦ This is why 

✦ Sometimes what God is doing does not make sense 
✦ The cross did not make sense at the time 

✦ It had a stigma 
✦ But it was sheer brilliance in the end 

✦ If that was the case with the cross… 
✦ Why would right now be somehow different? 

✦ Why in those moments the worst thing we can do is bail out 
✦ So…stay with Him


