
 

 St. John Lutheran Church 
105 Spruce Ave NW, PO Box 25, Montgomery, MN 56069    

Phone: 507/364-5002  
November 30, 2020 
 

Brothers and Sisters of Christ at St. John Lutheran, 
 

It is with deep sadness, yet out of love for our neighbor that we are suspending all in-person 
activities at St. John.  Due to the recent increase in COVID-19 cases in our community, the St. 
John Lutheran Council has decided to suspend all in-person group gatherings at St. John and 
shift to digital-only ministry beginning November 30, 2020 and continuing through at least 
January 17, 2021. This includes all Sunday worship services, Bible studies, Confirmation classes, 
small groups, and outside organizational groups, as well as any other meetings.  
 

Worship services will be available on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM via our Facebook Page, 
Facebook Group, and our website. Other meetings and classes will be held over Zoom. For the 
present, the church building will remain closed to visitors except by appointment. If you must 
come to the church building during office hours, please call in advance. 
 

Although we believe we have created the safest possible environment, several factors have 
helped inform this decision: 
 

1.   The continuing surge of infections that threaten to overwhelm our health care system. 
 

2.  The decision of the TCU school board and surrounding districts to suspend in-person 
learning. 
 

3.  Gov. Waltz’s heightened restrictions and pleas for safe gatherings. 
 

4.  ELCA congregations in our area are making this decision. 
14 neighboring congregations within our conference have decided to move back to online 
services, as well as, the Lutheran churches in New Prague, Lonsdale, and Northfield which are in 
different conferences/synods. 
 

5.  Bishop Regina Hassanally’s recommendation that we consider returning to on-line worship.  
This is a recommendation to our congregations only, and it is up to our congregations in each of 
our contexts to make our decisions. 
 

Even though Gov. Waltz’s restrictions don't affect faith communities, we believe that loving our 
neighbor propels us to consider this. 
 

We are doing this as a sign of encouragement to the entire community to stay home as much as 
possible and refrain from gathering, so that we can get the spread of the virus under control. It 
is our earnest hope that it is only temporary. The Council will review the situation again at our 
January 10th meeting, and make plans based on updated public health data and our COVID-19 
Preparedness Plan. 
St. John will hold online Christmas Eve Worship on December 24, and we hope you will still 



incorporate worship with your St. John community into your Christmas plans. We know that 
this is profoundly disappointing, as joining together in worship is always such a meaningful time 
for our congregation and families. 
 

The Council encourages everyone in our community to stay home as much as possible, and 
please wear your mask and stay physically distant when you are in public. We understand that 
isolation potentially has negative consequences for our mental health. I encourage you to reach 
out to me at any time if you need support (507-667-9000). You can also reach out to the Le 
Sueur County Crisis line: 507-357-8288 – Local On-Call after hours: 507-357-4440 – Regional 
Crisis Line 24/7: 1-877-399-3040. 
 

We also encourage you to be the church, no matter where you are. Reach out to your friends, 
fellow St. John members, and neighbors through phone calls, cards, email, video chat, and text 
messages as much as possible. Think about what you have to offer and use your gifts, even 
now, in service to others. 
 

As we move through the beginning of Advent, we live in expectation for the arrival of the one 
called Emmanuel, God with us. We can be consoled by the promise that God is with us now, 
offering divine love, mercy, and compassion. Please join me in praying that this love, mercy, 
and compassion will so fill our hearts that it will flow through us into the world. We pray for an 
end to the pandemic, for a change in the direction of case numbers, for the strength and well-
being of our healthcare workers, and for all of those whose personal, financial, and physical 
well-being has been diminished by the present crisis. 
 

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Jason Pollington and the St. John Lutheran Council 
 

 

 

 


