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Welcoming All – Welcoming Those with Physical Limitations! 

Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 
And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, 
they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, 

they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 

Mark 2:3-5 

As Christians, we are called to welcome others in Christ’s name.  As we have been forgiven – as we 
have been welcomed into the family of God as His children, so we are called to welcome those needing 
to hear again this word of mercy and promise.  This month as we look at how do we, “Welcome All” here 
at St. John, our focus turns to welcoming those who have physical limitations.   
 

Accessibility to participate within life, worship, fellowship, and education of a congregation is a very                      
important and, yet also, a very challenging area to live into.  Back in Montana, one of my uncle’s                     
nephews was injured during a farming accident right after he had graduated from high school.  An old 
well collapsed around him resulting in him being paralyzed from the waist down and left using a wheel 
chair for mobility.  It was a shock to him, his family, his community, and even his church (my home 
church).  He was able to get some very adaptive vehicles which allow him to drive ATVs, pickups, and a 
tractor.  He continues to enjoy hunting and fishing.  His home needed to be modified.  His work built 
ramps, so that he could continue to work.  He has a wonderful family and continues to be very active.  
But, the church is a little slower in reaching out to him.  This year over 25 years since the accident, the 
congregation is installing a wheelchair lift to get him along with others up to the sanctuary level.  They 
are modifying their fellowship area to be on the main level.  And, they are finally putting in bathrooms on 
the main level after many years of the bathroom being in the church basement.   
 

Planning for accessibility for those with physical limitations is a constant and necessary good work that 
we are called to do for our members and neighbors who feel welcome to participate together in the life of 
the church.  The installation of our elevator at St. John was one of those ways that we sought to make 
our sanctuary accessible.  The years prior to this made it difficult or impossible for this to happen for 
those using walkers and wheelchairs along with those who struggle to walk up and down stairs.  We 
have removed a pew to allow for space for those who need it.  We have also moved other pews so that 
we can now get access to anywhere with a wheel chair in the case of a medical emergency.  As a part of 
a long-range plan (hopefully a short-range plan), we need to look at our accessibility to our education   
addition that we built in the 1970’s that is inaccessible.   
 

For our members with other physical challenges, we do have assistive hearing devices for those who 
have hearing difficulties, as well as, large print bulletins and music for those who have trouble seeing.  
We have only one of the assistive hearing devices, so this is an area where we need to explore updating 
our current system.   
 

Those friends of the paralytic knew that their friend was in need.  They knew that their friend needed     
access to Christ and the promise of life and forgiveness that he offers to those He has called His own.  
They also weren’t afraid to get a little messy in order to make it happen.  We need to have our eyes 
opened to the challenges that other have that we take for granted.  If you or one of your loved ones have 
suggestions on how we can help or areas for accessibility that need to be addressed, please let us know.  
You are a part of this body of Christ and your gifts and presence here is a part of who we are. 
 
 

Peace of Christ, 

Pr. Jason 

 

 



Worship & Music Notes for February 
 
For Special Music this month, the Sunday School kids will sing on February 9

th
. They have 

been rehearsing “This Little Light of Mine”.  Rock’n the Church will sing on February 16
th
.  

They have been rehearsing “The Fish Caught Him”.  The song is about Jonah and how 
God got his attention when a big fish swallowed him.  The Bells of St. John will ring on 
February 23

rd
.  They are rehearsing “Take My Life and Let It Be”.   

 
The Ash Wednesday Service is on Wednesday, February 26

th
 starting at 6:30 p.m.  For the five Lenten                       

services following Ash Wednesday, we will be using the Liturgy for Lent by Marty Haugen called “Holden 
Evening Prayer” which we used two years ago.    
 
 

Kathy Heyda 
Music Director 

 
 

 

January 2020 Council Minutes 
 

President Carol called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m. on Sunday, January 19, 2020.  
Present:  Carol Kiekow (2022), Steve Schroeder (2020), Dave Winge (2021), Liz Vlasak (2021), Kathy             
Peterson (2020), Wendy Vargo (2020), Liz Krocak (2022), Connie Cihak (2021), Mike Lundquist (2022) and 
Pastor Jason.  
 

Pastor lead council meeting with devotions.   
 

A member of the congregation was present asking how accounting was done regarding bell tower funds.  
Discussion held. 
 

Motion was made by Kathy, seconded by Dave to approve the Secretary’s report from the December                              
meeting.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Liz K, seconded by Dave to approve the Treasurer’s                      
report.  Motion carried.   
 

The budget for 2020 was presented.  Motion was made by Connie to approve the budget for 2020.                               
Seconded by Mike.  Motion carried. 
 

Steve Schroeder gave an update on the bell tower.  Metcon is done with their part of the project.  The                    
building restoration company will start working again this spring. 
 

A motion was made on parking restrictions for cars left in the parking lots by Mike.  Seconded by Dave.                       
Motion carried.  The current offenders will be notified to move the cars by Feb. 15th or the cars would be 
towed at the owners expense.   
 

A motion was made on Pastor’s Housing Allowance Resolution by Connie.  Seconded by Liz K.  Motion                  
carried.   
 
Head Ushers for February:  Feb. 2

nd
 – Carol, Feb. 9

th
 - Mike, Feb. 16

th
 – Liz K., Feb. 23

rd
 – Dave.  Feb. 26

th
 

(Ash Wednesday) -Carol. 
 

The next “First Sunday Forum” will be held on Feb 2
nd

 with the topic being Membership “what does it look 
like?”  
 

The annual meeting will be Sunday, January 26
th
 following the morning worship service. 

 

Next council meeting will be Sunday, February 16
th
, at 11:00.  Motion was made by Connie to adjourn at  

1:28 PM and seconded by Dave.  Motion carried.  Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Wendy Vargo 



Important Dates 

 

Weekly Bible Study 
 

Come join us on Wednesday mornings  
for our Daily Discipleship Bible Study    

10 AM at St. John.   
One great thing about this Bible Study is 

that you can join in at any time,  
even if you happen to miss a week.   

February First Sunday Forum 
 

Join us this Sunday, February 2
nd

  
Topic: “Membership: Who Are We & What Does Being a Mem-

ber Look Like”  
Where: Fellowship Hall 

When: Right after the 9 AM Service for about 15 minutes 

Save the Bell Tower Pancake Breakfast 
will be on Sunday, February 9

th
 from 7:30 

AM-12:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.                
Pancakes, eggs with ham, sausage, fruit, 
coffee & juice will be served. Tickets can 

be purchased in advance through the 
church office or on the day of. Adults $10, 

children ages 5-10 $5, children under 5 are 
free.  

 
Young Adults of St. John Lutheran, we are looking for your 

input either privately or (hopefully) collaboratively about                       
education, service, outreach, worship, and support. If                           

interested in being a part of this, please respond through email, 
through Facebook private message, or face to face.  We look 

forward to the conversations ahead. 
This is also an invitation to talk, share, and dream with all 

members of St. John - Parents, Singles, Almost                                 
Retired, and Those Still with Time, Compassion, Wisdom and 

Gifts to share.  Thank you for being a part of the body of Christ. 

Women of the Church (WOTC) 
Key Dates for 2020 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper – Wednesday, February 26, 2020.  The WOTC are serving soup,                   
salads, breadsticks, dessert & beverages.  The meal begins at 4:30 pm and ends at 6:15 pm. Help is needed 
serving and clean up.  Also looking for salad and dessert donations.  Please contact Renee Pribyl or Kathy 
Derhaag if you can help us that evening.   
 

Coffee Hours – The WOTC signed up to serve coffee after church service on the following dates:   
March 1st – need food donations and volunteers to help 
April 26th – need food donations and volunteers to help  
August 23rd – need food donations and volunteers to help  
November 22

nd
 – need food donations and volunteers to help 

Please contact Renee Pribyl or Kathy Derhaag if you can make a food donation or would be available to help 
serve.   
 

Fall Fundraiser – Please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 8
th
.  

God bless you all for any help that you provide! 

The Quilting group will meet on the second 
and fourth Mondays of the month during                 
February and March from 9 AM– 2 PM.  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLAR DESIGNATION  
 

It is that time of year again!  Make sure that you 
have designated your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. 

John Lutheran.  Thrivent Dollars need to be                     
designated by March 31, 2020. 

MINNESOTA RIVER CONFERENCE ANNUAL 
MEETING 

The Minnesota River Conference will be meeting at 
Our Saviors Lutheran in Cleveland on Sunday,                         

February 9th at 2 PM.  If you are interested, St. John 
can have six delegates at this meeting.  Please let                 

Pastor Jason know if you are interested in going.  Also, 
please consider being one of our congregation’s two 
delegates for our 2020 Synod Assembly this year in 

Rochester on May 15th and 16th.   

2019 LENTEN DINNERS AND SERVICES START IN 
MARCH 

We will be starting our Lenten Dinners and Services with Ash 
Wednesday on February 26th.  The dinners will be served from 

4:30-6:15 PM with the services starting at 6:30 PM.  The                   
St. John Lutheran Women of the Church will be serving the 

dinner on February 26th.   

Please consider providing a dinner on one of the remaining 
Wednesday nights.  You can sign up on the calendar in the      

Fellowship Hall.  The Women of the Church will be                            
coordinating the sign-ups for these dinners. 



Remember in your Prayers.. Bill & Marlene Schlutz, 
Jayce Nicolay (great-great nephew of Deb Athey), 
Lucinda Rose, Carol Freid, June Pfiefer, Ruth 
Kukacka, Ralph Hendrickson, Dallas Horejsi, Paul 
Swidorski, Lloyd Viskocil, Milo Kubinski, Gretchen 
Vlasak, Lynda McIalwain (niece of Marilyn Richter) 
Elmer Kukacka, Shari Claire, Lloyd Svoboda, Adeline 
Tiede (niece of Billi Larson), Emil & Theresa Knish, 
Jean Hartman (Aunt of Bruce Smith), Ken Meyer, 
Katie Lockrem, Jean Waugh, Jessi, Dianne Schultz, 
Tom McClune, Tom Trenda, Greg Vlasak, Rev. Bob 
Boda, Phyllis Swidorski, Amy Korthuis (Judy                     
Ferguson’s  sister-in-law), and Nancy Creger.  

 
 

Thank you  
Thank you for the donations made to the Bell Tower.  
 

Thank you for the donations made to the Memorial 
Fund.  
 
Sympathy 
Our thoughts and prayers go to the family and 
friends of Shawn Reak (brother of Lisa Wiechmann 
and Todd Real) of Albert Lea who died on Monday, 
January 27

th
.   

 

  
 
 
 
 

Have an announcement for the  
bulletin or newsletter? 

 

Drop off or e-mail (stjohnelca@frontier.com)  
information to the church office by: 

 Wednesday for the bulletin. 
 The 24

th 
of February for the March                   

newsletter.                                                               

Do you receive your newsletter in the 
mail? Would you be interested in                    
receiving it via email instead?                            
Newsletters that are received by email get to you    
2-3 days faster than in the mail. Help us go green 

and email stjohnelca@frontier.com to be put on the 
newsletter email list! 

Financial Corner                                                           
We give thanks to God and to each one of you for your 
faithfulness in giving. We praise God for continually 
providing all that we need.  Let each of us prayerfully 
seek God’s direction in our giving.                                                                  

 

 

 

                            
See Missy about Electronic Giving! Bless you all in               
Stewardship of your financial resources.  

 

Need to start or change your Simply Giving 
online donation? Here’s the link! 

http://bit.ly/donateStJohn  

Remember those serving our country…Cassidy 
Gilbertson, Travis Ferguson, Shane Morris, Adam 
Vlasak and Sam Westerhouse.  

December Income  $                    50,168.91  

December Expense  $                   (15,969.36) 

  $                    34,199.55  

  

YTD Income  $                  210,403.48  

YTD Expense  $                 (187,717.24) 

  $                    22,686.24  

St John is apart of Amazon Smile! Use this link 
to support St John when you shop at                           

Amazon.com!                                                            
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0742510 

20 - 20 Vision on Christ 
Members living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

through worship, fellowship, and service. 
 

Goal:  
Putting 40 Thrivent Action Team Cards to work  

within the life of our ministry here at St. John this 
year. 

This can help add $10,000 to our ministry and    
outreach here at St. John! 

 
Do you know how to create Thrivent Action 

Teams that can help by assisting with projects 
($250 per qualifying project) within the life of                  

St. John Lutheran? 
 

If you don’t, we are here to help.  Please check 
with Pr. Jason, Missy, or the St. John Church  

http://bit.ly/donateStJohn


Communion Assistants 
 

Youth Volunteer needed each 
week 

Jan 5  John Grimm 
    Maridan Nesmoe 
Jan 12   Carol Kiekow 
    Tammie Pan 
Jan 19   Marc & Kathy Peterson 
Jan 26   Peggy Hentges 
    Erin Krautkremer 
Feb 2     Steve & Anne Schroeder 
Feb 9     Carol Kiekow 
     Hilary Birdsell 
Feb 16    Missy & Stella Gregor 
     Amelia & Rudi Gregor 
Feb 23   Gary & Jacquelyn Hartwig 
Mar 1     Carol Kiekow 
Mar 8     Peggy Hentges 
    Myrna Terwedo 
Mar 15   Cindy Westerhouse 
    Garie Teig 
Mar 22   Karen Vlasak 
    Kathy Derhaag 
Mar 29   Brenda Peterson 
    Ruth Kukacka 
 

Readers 
All lesson readings will be available to 

view and/or print on the church                  
website under info center. Enlarged 
paper copies are available in the file 
folder outside the church office door.  

 
 

Jan 5 Doris Hendrickson 
Jan 12 Carol Kiekow 
Jan 19 Dave Winge 
Jan 26 Renee Sorenson 
Feb 2 Cindy Westerhouse 
Feb 9 Carol Kiekow 
Feb 16 Lisa Hoefs  
Feb 23 Deb Jelinek 
Mar 1 Doreen Marcussen 
Mar 8 Erin Krautkremer 
Mar 15 Carol Kiekow 
Mar 22 Hilary Birdsell 
Mar 29 Anne Schroeder 

 
Thank you for your help!   

If you are unable to help on the day 
you are listed please call or email 

the church office ASAP  
507-364-5002 or 

stjohnelca@frontier.com.  
 

If your are available to help in any 
of the open spots please call or 

email the church office.  

Worship Helpers 
 

Ushers / Greeters 
Jan 5 Berlyn & Garie Teig 
 Myrna Terwedo 
 Roman Jindra 
Jan 12 Myron & Peggy Hentges 
 Kathy Derhaag 
 Irene Jindra 
Jan 19 Deb & Lynden Jelinek 
 Richard Milinkovich 
 Paul Vollmar 
Jan 26 Doug & Karen Thompson 
 John Krautkremer 
 Don Marcussen 
Feb 2 David & Rhonda Solberg 
 Mike & Maridan Nesmoe 
Feb 9 Ted & Colleen Wondra 
 Tammi & Steve Pan 
Feb 16 Jesse & Gail Skluzacek 
 James Blum 
 Jim Heyda 
Feb 23 Rich & Liz Vlasak 
 Ralph Hendrickson 
 Richard Hanzlik 
Mar 1 Lynn Schuknecht 
 Jeanne Anderson 
 David & Dorothy Scheffert 
Mar 8 Richard & Wendy Vargo 
 Kim Washa 
 Anne Schroeder 
Mar 15 Daryl & Cindy Curtis 
 Cindy Westerhouse 
 Candyce Kadrlik 
Mar 22 Myron & Peggy Hentges 
    Greg & Jessica Westerman 
Mar 29 Paul & Kay Busch 
 Gerald & Dianna Smith 
    

Acolytes 
Jan 5 Morgan Gjerstad 
Jan 12 Kalyn Krautkremer 
Jan 19 Morgan Gjerstad 
Jan 26 Kalyn Krautkremer 
Feb 2 Max Krautkremer 
Feb 9 Blake Kuball 
Feb 16 Max Krautkremer 
Feb 23 Blake Kuball 
Mar 1 Paige Larson 
Mar 8 Justin Napper 
Mar 15 Paige Larson 
Mar 22 Justin Napper 
Mar 29 Olivia Sawatzky 

  

 

Lifetouch pictures have arrived 
and are in the church office. 

We will be taking a noisy                             
offering on the second Sunday of 
every month to benefit our Feed 

My Sheep program. 

2019 Giving statements have 
been sent via email. If you do 

not have an email listed at 
church please see the office for 

a paper copy.  

NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS 
TO ST. JOHN CHURCH       

COUNCIL 
 

We would like to recognize those 
members of St. John elected at the 

annual meeting to serve on our 
church council.   

3-year terms: Eric Engstrom, 
Doug Gjerstad, and Krocak 

 

We would also like to extend our 
appreciation to those council                 
members who are coming off    

council this year.  Their gifts of 
leadership have been valued                    

contributions to our ministry here,  
and we look  forward to having 

them continue sharing their gifts in 
various ways in the future.  Thank 

you! 
 

Kathy Peterson, Steve Schroeder, 
and Wendy Vargo 

ST. JOHN ANNUAL MEETING 

Thank you to those who joined us 

for our annual meeting on Sunday, 
January 26th.  If you weren’t able to 

attend, there are annual reports 

available.  We appreciate your                      
involvement in the stewardship of 

our congregation through the                   

sharing of gifts each of you have to 
offer, your time shared in fellow-

ship and ministry, and your ongoing               

financial support both of our                      
ministry through the General Budg-
et and the restoration of our build-
ing through the Bell Tower Fund. 
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St. John’s Worship Schedule    St. John’s Staff 
 
              
 

 

 
       

5:00 PM Saturday Worship   
9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
10:00 AM Sunday School (Sept.– May) 

Jason Pollington, Pastor (c) 507-667-9000  
Carol Kiekow, Congregation President 
Kathy Heyda, Music Director & Organist 
Diane DeWitte, Organist 
Melissa Gregor, Secretary & Youth Ministry Director 
Sara Kuchinka, Sunday School Superintendent 
Roman Jindra, Custodian 
 

Pastor Jason’s Office Hours  
 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM                                  

& 1:00-5:00 PM  

Office/ Youth Director Hours 
 

Tuesday 8:15 AM–2:45 PM 
Wednesday 8:15 AM– 2:45 PM 

Thursday 9:15 AM-2:45 PM 



Youth Group 
 

After school youth group for grades 3-6 will meet on the first Wednesday of the month, from 3:05-4:05 PM, 
October through May! Next meeting is Wednesday, February 5

th
! 

 

Second Sunday Youth EVENT DATE CHANGE!! We will be skiing at Mount Kato on Sunday,                  
February 23

rd
. We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 1PM and will return at 7 PM. This event is for grades 5-12. 

Children under 5
th 

grade must have an adult accompany them. College youth and adults welcome to attend 
too. Please sign up on the youth bulleting board by Thursday, February 20

th
. We must have 15 people attend. 

Lift ticket is $20, equipment rental $20, helmet $4, lessons $4, meal deal $8.50 hot dog or hamburger, fries 
and pop. 
 

Save the date: Friends and Family Mount Kato trip will be on Sunday, March 8
th
. Sign up on the youth bulletin 

board after the February 23
rd

 trip. 

CONFIRMATION NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

9
th

 Grade – Will Meet on February 2nd:  
First Sunday Forum and Meet with Pastor Following in the Youth Room 

 

7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade – Will Meet on February 5
th

, 12
th

, & 19
th

  
Meal @ 6PM & Class 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

February 26
th

 will be the start of our Wednesday night Lenten Services  
starting with Ash Wednesday.  Please attend these services during Lent.   

These nights are great for catching up on sermon notes.   
There will be Lenten dinners starting at 5:30PM that you and your families can enjoy  

- followed by Lenten Services starting at 6:30 PM. 
 

6
th

 Grade Confirmation will meet to discuss the Lord’s Prayer and prayer.  6
th 

Graders are scheduled to be at 
the church during the 1

st
 three Wednesdays of Lent from 3:15-4:30 PM on February 26

th
 and March 4

th
 & 

from 1:15-3:15 PM on Wednesday March 11
th 

(due to early out).   
The weekly topics will be “Confession: Forgiveness & Faith,” “Supplication: Needs of Others – Church, Family, 

Friends, & Enemies,” & “Self: Need, Help, & Thanksgiving.” 
 

4
th

 Graders will be reading the Gospel of Mark.   
During the months of January and February,  

the pastor will make home visits with each 4th Grader and at least one of their parents/guardians. 

Sunday school children sing on Sunday, February 10
th
. Please have children in the sanctuary to rehearse at 

8:45 AM. 
 

Sunday, February 9
th
 is Sunday School’s Valentine’s Day fun day. 

 
Rock’n the Church sings on Sunday, February 16

th
.  

Use Shop with Scrip to raise funds for ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH! Script fundraiser proceeds can be designated into 
a family account, the bell tower fund or to the general fund. Go to shopwithscript.com or myscripwallet.com on your 

phone. You can also place physical gift card orders with Missy! Orders are due on the first and third Monday of the month. 
Gift cards may be picked up at the Church Office. Our next physical gift card order will be on February 9th. Order your 

Christmas gift cards! Any questions please see or email Missy. stjohnelca@frontier.com 

St John Enrollment Code:D6729D7366L74 
 


