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We Are Children of God 
 

As children of God, we are a family living out the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ through worship, fellowship, and service. 

 

Over the next few months, we will be walking through, piece by piece, our mission statement here 
at St. John. A mission statement is a short statement of why an organization exists, what its over-
all goal is, identifying the goal of its operations.  In the secular world, a mission statement is used 
by business, organizations, and social clubs to define who they have called themselves to be, 
what their purpose is, and what they have to offer the world.  People are attracted to the similarity 
that they share with the group and the worthiness of the cause for which that group or business 
was created.  If they get tired of the organization or lose interest in it, they can easily go and find 
another one which suits them better.  But within the church, we are connected to one another and 
joined in ministry in Christ’s name.   
 

Within the Christian Church, the body of Christ, there are some things that we hold in common 
with secular organizations and others that need to be distinguished.  The things that we hold in 
common are that we are a part of the world around us and that we do have mission statements.  
The distinguishing comes when we understand why we exist.  It is not that we are hive minded, 
but we are called to let the same mind be in us that was in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:2-5f).  The 
why we exist, who we are, and what we are sent out to do cannot be separated, but instead they 
are our identity and they direct our ministry here in Montgomery and out into the world.  We are 
gathered here by the Holy Spirit on account of God’s grace for us alone. 
  

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 

Galatians 4:4-6 
 

We have been made children of God through Christ.  We are given access to call upon our Father 
in our time of need, but also to give thanks to Him for all that He has done for our sake.  We are 

gathered by the gospel of Christ and then we are sent out for ministry in His name – to share this 
good news of the gospel and to come near to our neighbor in their time of need.   

 

See what love the Father has given us, 
that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.  
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 

And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
1 John 3:1-3 

 

We are not just God’s children from a past or future time, we are also God’s children now.   
It is in His name and as His children that we are invited into His ministry in this place. 

 
Peace of Christ, 

Pr. Jason 



Worship & Music Notes for April 
 
Worship is how we express our love, adoration, admiration, and wonder at God’s                     
presence. The Christian breathes in God’s goodness and exhales worship.  For a lot of 
the church, worship has become synonymous with singing—but that’s just one way 
that worship expresses itself. True worship happens when our entire life becomes a 
declaration of trust in God’s incredible mercy.  Many members of St. John will be                   
involved in worship and in music this month. 
April 14

th
 (Palm Sunday at 9:00 AM) Sunday School kids & Rock’n the Church sing 

April 18
th
 (Maundy Thursday at 7:00 PM) Jessica Westerman will sing “The Basin and the Towel”.   First 

Communion for fifth grade. 
April 19

th
 (Good Friday at 7:00 PM) We will hear the Seven Last Words of Christ.  Madison Gilbertson will 

accompany the hymns on cello. 
April 21

st
 (Easter Sunday at 9:00 and 10:30 AM) The Voices of St. John will sing “I Will Rise” and the Bells 

of St. John will ring “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”.  Trumpets will be played by Olivia Westerman and                         
Riley Skluzacek. 

April 28
th
 Bells of St. John will ring “A Joyful Psalm” 

 

Just a reminder that The Voices of St. John will rehearse music for Easter on  Wednesday, April 10
th
 from 

7:15 – 7:45 PM after the midweek Lenten service and again on Wednesday, April 17
th 

from     6:30 – 7:00 
PM. 
 

Kathy Heyda 
Music Director 
 

March 2019 St John Council Meeting 
 

President Carol called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, March 19
th
.                                                     

Present:  Carol Kiekow (2022), Kathy Peterson (2020), Liz Krocak (2022) Connie Cihak (2021), Mike 
Lundquist (2022), Steve Schroeder (2020), Dave Winge (2021), Liz Vlasak (2021), Wendy Vargo (2020), 
Pastor Jason, and a guest from the congregation.    
 

Pastor opened with devotion.  Guest was present to express some concerns.  Concerns were                          
addressed by the council.  Motion was made by Kathy, seconded by Liz V. to approve the amended                      
Secretary’s report from the February 2019 meeting.  (A date was wrong for the next council meeting in the 
original report.)  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Connie, seconded by Steve to approve the                   
Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.  Pastor gave his activity report for the month along with upcoming 
events. 
 

Head Ushers:  For April 7, 14, 28 will be Liz K.  Maundy Thursday will be Kathy, Good Friday will be Wendy, 
9:00 Easter service will be Dave, 10:30 Easter service will be Connie. 
 

Motion was made by Wendy to give $300 to a family in need from Feed My Sheep.  Kathy seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Dates for the picture directory were set for Nov. 21 – Nov. 23 with the possibly of an additional day if                 
needed.  Security camera has been installed.  Motion made by Liz V. to place Liz K. on the signature card 
at Frandsen bank.  Kathy seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Kathy shared information from the                     
Stewardship meeting. 
 

Next meeting will be April 23, at 6:30 pm.  Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
Motion was made by Connie to adjourn at 9:04 and seconded by Dave.  Motion carried. 
Respectfully submitted, Wendy Vargo 



IMPORTANT DATES 

2019 Lenten Dinners & Services 
 

Wednesday April 3
rd

 
Dinner 4:30 PM-6:15PM  

Service 6:30 PM 
 

Wednesday April 10
th

 
Dinner 4:30 PM-6:15PM 

Service 6:30 PM 
 

Maundy Thursday Service April 18
th

 
Service 7 PM 

 

Good Friday Service April 19
th

 
Service 7PM 

 

No 5 PM Service on  
Saturday April 20

th
  

 

Easter Sunday Service April 21
st

 
Service 9 AM & 10:30AM 

Up-coming Confirmation Events 
 

4th Graders will be recognized for reading the Gospel of Mark 

on Sunday April 7th 

5th Grade confirmation will meet to discuss The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion.  They are scheduled to be at the church 

from 3:15-4:30PM on April 3rd & from 1:15-3:15 PM       

Wednesday on April 10th.  1st Communion will be celebrated 

during the Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM on April 18th.  

7th & 8th Graders will come to the Lenten Services at 6:30 PM 

on Wednesdays on April 3rd and 10th –  

Next Dinner with Class will be on Wednesday, May 1st 
 

9th Graders will meet at 10AM following the 9AM Service on 

April 28th   
 

There will be Lenten dinners starting at 4:30 PM that you and 

your families can enjoy if you chose followed by a Lenten Service          

starting at 6:30 PM.   

Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly 
 

We are looking for one more delegate for the synod                         
assembly coming up on May 31

st
 and June 1

st
 in                        

Rochester, MN.  During this synod assembly, we will be 
electing the new Bishop of the Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod.  Carol Kiekow has agreed to serve as one of our 

delegates.  Please let Pr. Jason know if you are interested.  
If you are interested in getting more information for the  

process for the election of the bishop, check out the SEMN 
website: http://semnsynod.org/callingourbishop2019/ 

Lutheran Men in Mission Breakfast with the Bishop 
Saturday April 27, 2019 

9:00 – 11:00 AM at Cabela’s (I-35 N) in Owatonna 
$10/person 

Speaker: Gary Sloan 
Send reservations and check to: Russell Tesch,              

906 4th Ave SE, Waseca, MN 56093 
Questions: Call 507- 835-3843 or 
 e-mail: marietesch@mchsi.com 

More information and a sign-up sheet for this event is                            
posted on the bulletin board  

in the Fellowship Hall. 
Thank you to Thrivent Financial for supporting this event. 

Grief Support Group Coming Up!  
 

“One of the realities of grief and loss is that the 

rest of the world seems to keep on going                               

forward, while we feel like we have been 

stopped in our tracks.”  

Dr. Alan Wolfelt  
 

Grieving the loss of a loved one is not                        

something we would choose for ourselves!  

If you are grieving for a loved one, St. John is 

offering a six week grief support group starting 

May. When you are grieving the loss of                     

someone special, no one knows what you are 

going through and everyone’s grief is unique. 

Past participants have stated the support group 

has helped them better understand their grief or 

as another participant stated, “I don’t feel alone 

and am comforted by the other’s support in 

group.” This offering is open to the community.  

Please watch for dates and times in the next 

church newsletter. If you have any questions, 

you may call group facilitator, Brenda Peterson 

(701-269-1439). 



Youth  

Stewardship 

Lisa Schroeder, Megan Pratola, Pastor Pollington, Kathy Peterson, Dave Scheffert, and Jackie Hartwig 
Kathy P and Lisa S will chair together.  Meetings will be held approx. every 2 weeks.  
 

A good discussion was held. 3 issues addressed.  
Regular budget 

Dave Ramsey- sharing gifts 
Can change how and why you give 
People want to give—need a reason to give more. 
Testimonies of how church is important to them- tell personal journeys 

Bell tower 
Involvement of members – time and talents 
Reach out to members to get involved- brings care and financial support  

        Intention for weekly giving      
  Pledge to PHASE 1 of Bell tower  

   Separate fundraising with subcommittee to raise awareness and funds , Fun ways to reach out/maybe competition 
   Find ways to outreach to greater community for fundraising  

Part of community/ 
Maybe past members 
Broader base of those to ask 

 
ACTIONS:  Facebook for general congregation- Lisa S will set up 
  Directory -  Erin Krautkremer & Abby Brockway chairing  
  Letter to go out for ALL members 

General letter- explain budget need, goals or dreams, invite them to become active and involved 
A second page to ask their intentions for general giving 
Page for requests for Bell Tower 
Time and talent update for ALL 

 

Next meeting- Sunday, March 31, after church. All members interested in assisting this committee are invited to attend. 

After school Youth Group  
Next meeting is on Wednesday, April 3

rd
. Grades 3, 4 & 6 will meet from 3:05-4:05 PM at church. We will 

meet on the first Wednesday of the every month (Oct-May).  
 

After school Youth Group will assemble Easter Baskets for Pr. Jason to deliver during his home visits.              
Baskets contain personal care items and snacks. If you would like to donate items for the baskets please 
talk to Missy,. 

 

 

Little League (grades 3 & 4) Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sunday, April 7th from 11 AM– 12:30. Younger 
kids may attend with an adult or older youth (grades 9-12). We will have an Easter Egg hunt, snacks and 
crafts.  
 

Becca’s closet is in need of volunteers. Kassidy is off to college and we are looking for a few senior high 
girls and a couple of adult to help us with the closet and keep this wonderful mission going. If you are                                                 
interested, please contact Missy.   

The Youth Board will be accepting 
Senior Scholarship Applications now 
through Sunday,  April 28

th
.                      

Applications are available on the 
church website under info center or on 
the youth bulletin board. Scholarships 
will be awarded during a coffee hour                      
reception for the Graduates on Sunday, 
May 19

th
.  

Save the Date 
May Flower Sale 

Friday, May 3rd 3-7 PM 
Saturday, May 4th 8:15 AM– 2 PM 

Todd’s Auto Parts Parking lot 
Large variety of beautiful sun and 

shade hanging baskets and patio pots. 



Children Receiving Communion at St. John Lutheran 
 

As a part of our confirmation process here at St. John, members who are in the 5
th
 Grade will 

attend three weeks of classes with the pastor where we discuss the Sacrament of Holy      
Communion.  On Maundy Thursday on April 18

th
, these 5

th
 Graders will receive 1

st
                                  

Communion during this service.  We have already started these classes with the 5
th
 Graders 

this year.  Due to the time that this class gathers, there are some who are unable to attend 
with their classmates.  Pr. Jason will contact these members directly and seek a time for 
them to discuss Holy Communion, so that they are able to receive communion during our 
worship services.    
 

There are two other areas of recommended guidelines that we follow here at St. John (if you 
want more information on these areas please check out Copyright ©2013 Evangelical                      
Lutheran Church in America at www.elca.org/worshpfaq which draws its guidance from a 
document entitled, The Use of the Means of Grace):  
 

“Although no particular age for first communion is prescribed by The Use of Means of 
Grace, one guideline is offered.  Because admission to the Sacrament is by invitation 
of the Lord to the baptized,  
 

“baptized children begin to commune on a regular basis at a time determined through 
mutual conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and the parents or sponsors 
involved, within the accepted practices of the congregation” (37 and 37C).” 
 & 
“When congregations receive children as members from another congregation where 
those children have been accepted as communing members, it is advised that the               
children be welcomed to communion (38D).  This may result in diversity of ages                  
regularly receiving the sacrament within a congregation itself.” 
 
Parents if you have had conversations with your child about receiving the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, please let Pr. Jason know, so that we can arrange a visit.  During these                                
conversations, we discuss all materials and scripture passages that are covered by the 5

th
 

Graders in their class.  If your child receives communion prior to their 5
th
 Grade year, we ask 

that your child rejoin their classmates again during the year that their 5
th
 Grade class meets.  

There are two purposes for this: The first reason is that they will be continuing their                              
confirmation process with their classmates. And, the second reason is that they will have an 
opportunity to share their faith with their classmates.   
 
All other children not receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion, may come forward during 
our worship receive a vanilla wafer and a blessing. We do ask that they don’t dip their vanilla 
wafer into the wine or juice.  Communion is bread and wine with God’s word which becomes 
for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ given for the one who believes it is for them to eat 
and drink for the forgiveness of sins.   
 
Within our Christian Church, we continue to share what our sacraments are and what 
they mean for us to receive them through faith from our God who gives them. Any 
member who is older than the 5

th
 Grade, including adults, who hasn’t had a                                         

conversation about the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please contact Pr. Jason to 
enter into a conversation with a promise. 



Remember in your Prayers...Emil & Theresa 

Knish, Mary Kerkow, Brad De Witte, Jean                      
Hartman (Aunt of Bruce Smith), Patsy Lande 
(Mother of Tammie Pan), Ken Meyer, Katie 
Lockrem, Jean Waugh, Jessi, Betty Jindra, Dianne 
Schultz, Scott Petersen, Gerry Smith, Tom 
McClune, Phyllis  Pelowski (Mother of Lynn 
Heinzig), Betty Braun, Rycky Kes, Glenn Kerkow, 
Cathy Herrmann, Nancy Vollmar, Tom Trenda, 
Greg Vlasak, Rev. Bob Boda, Phyllis Swidorski, 
Amy Korthuis (Judy Ferguson’s sister-in-law), 
Nancy Creger.  

Remember those serving our country… 

Travis Ferguson, Shane Morris, Adam Vlasak and 
Sam Westerhouse.  
 

 

Thank you 

Thank you for the donations to the Bell Tower. 
 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for their  
donation to the Bell Tower.  

Thank you to Anne Schroeder for bringing the                  
St Olaf Gospel Choir to St John. 

Thank you for the donation made in honor of Ellen 
Flicek’s 74

th
 birthday!  

Thank you to everyone who supported the Green 
Eggs and Pancakes Breakfast for the Scholarship 
Fund.  

Baptisms 

Grayson Michael Corral received the                         
sacrament of Holy Baptism on Saturday, March 9

th
.  

Grayson was born on November 13, 2018 to       
Madeline Novotny and Jesus Corral. Grayson’s 
sponsors are Nick Novotny, Brianna Reak and 
Scott & Tammy Plonsky.                                                          

Weddings 

Congratulations to Amber Athey and Zakaria 
Agharmien who were married in Morocco Monday, 
March 4

th
.  Amber and Zakaria will be having a                        

wedding  ceremony on a future date here at            
St. John. Our thoughts, prayers, and support               
surround them.    

 

  

 
 
 
 

Have an announcement for the  
bulletin or newsletter? 

 

Drop off or e-mail (stjohnelca@frontier.com)  
information to the church office by: 

  Wednesday for the bulletin. 
  The 22

nd 
of April for the May                    

Do you receive your newsletter in the mail? Would 
you be interested in receiving it via email instead? 
Newsletters that are received by email get to you     
2-3 days faster than in the mail. Help us go green 
and email stjohnelca@frontier.com to be put on 
the newsletter email list! 

During this season of Lent, we give thanks for 
our church families. We are grateful for the                     
children who attend services and Sunday School 
and Confirmation Classes and for their parents 
who bring them.  
We want to encourage the children of our church 
to participate in our Church Community.  The 
Confirmation Classes, beginning with the 5th 
grade will be participating in Services as                    
readers, ushers and musicians.  Those who 
have received First Communion and are in the 
Confirmation Classes may also distribute                 
Communion. 
We feel blessed to watch our children grow in 
God's love.  
~ St. John Lutheran Church Council 

Financial Corner  
February Income  $                               11,299.85  

February Expense  $                            (15,747.98) 

  $                               (4,448.13) 

YTD Income  $                               23,062.98  

YTD Expense  $                            (32,462.12) 

  $                               (9,399.14) 

  

Bell Tower Donations  

Balance 12-2018  $                               10,681.35  

Donations 2019  $                                 3,390.22  

Balance 3-27-2019  $                               14,071.57  
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St. John Lutheran Church  
(507) 364-5002 

E-mail: stjohnelca@frontier.com 
Pastor Jason Pollington: prjasonpollington@gmail.com  

Website: www.montgomerymnelcalutherans.org 
           Facebook: St John Lutheran Church  

St. John’s Worship Schedule    St. John’s Staff 
 

 
 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship   
9:00 AM Sunday Worship  
10:00 AM Sunday School (Sept.– May) 

Jason Pollington, Pastor (c) 507-667-9000  
Carol Kiekow, Congregation President 
Kathy Heyda, Music Director & Organist 
Diane DeWitte, Organist 
Melissa Gregor, Secretary & Youth Ministry Director 
Sara Kuchinka, Sunday School Superintendent 
Roman Jindra, Custodian 

Pastor Jason’s Office Hours  
 

Monday- Thursday 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM                                  

& 1:00-5:00 PM  

Office/ Youth Director Hours 
 

Tuesday 8:30 AM–2:30 PM 
Wednesday 11:30 AM -2:30 PM 

Thursday 8:30 AM-2:30 PM 



Acolytes 
 

 
 

Apr7 Travis Napper 
Apr 14 Kaia Krocak 
Apr 21 Travis Napper 
Apr 28  Mecca Nightingale 
May 5 McKenna Schulte 
May 12 Mecca Nightingale 
May 19 Mavrick Birdsell 
May 26 Austin Testerman 
Jun 2 Austin Testerman 
Jun 9 Riley Skluzacek 
Jun 16  Riley Skluzacek 
Jun 23 Alexis Hoefs 
Jun 30 April Engstrom  

 
 

Thank you for your help!   
If you are unable to help on the 
day you are listed please call or 
email the church office no later 
than Thursday morning of that 

week.   
507-364-5002 or 

stjohnelca@frontier.com.  

 

Communion Assistants 
 

 

Apr 7 Kathy Derhaag 
 Karen Vlasak 
Apr 14 Cindy Westerhouse 
 Daniel Larson 

Billi Larson 
Apr 21 (9 AM) Dawn Anderson 
 Lauren Houn 
Apr 21 (10:30) Volunteers needed 
Apr 28 Carol Kiekow 
 Karen Vlasak 
May 5   Kathy Derhaag 
 John Grimm 
May 12 Peggy Hentges 

 Renee Pribyl 
May 19  Carol Kiekow 
   Ruth Kukacka 
May 26  Cindy Westerhouse 
   Don Marcussen 
Jun 2    Carol Kiekow 
  Erin Krautkremer 
Jun 9    Dawn Anderson 
  Lauren Houn 
Jun 16  Gary & Jacquelyn Hartwig 
Jun 23  Cindy Westerhouse 
  Tammie Pan 
Jun 30  Steve & Ann Schroeder  
  

 

Readers 
 

All lesson readings will be available to 
view and/or print on the church                  

website under info center. Enlarged 
paper copies are available in the file 
folder outside the church office door.  

 
Apr 7  Cindy Westerhouse 
Apr 14  Carol Kiekow 
Apr 21  Dave Winge (9 AM) 
Apr 21  Volunteer (10:30) 
Apr 28  Steve Pan 
May 5  Carol Kiekow 
May 12 Doreen Marcussen 
May 19 Graduates 
May 26 Lisa Hoefs 
June 2 Jean Waugh 
June 9  Cindy Westerhouse 
June 16  Carol Kiekow 
June 23 Doris Hendrickson  
June 30 Marilyn Richter 

. 

. 
 

Worship Helpers 
  Ushers / Greeters 

 
Apr 7 Myron & Peggy Hentges 
 Lynn Schuknecht 
 Paul Vollmar  
Apr 14 Rick & Gwen Hanzlik 
 Ted & Colleen Wondra 
April 21 (9 AM) Kathy Derhaag  
 Candy Kadrlik 
 David & Rhonda Solberg 
April 21 (10:30) Volunteers                

needed 
April 28 Cindy Westerhouse 
 Brenda Peterson 
 Berlyn & Garie Teig 
May 5 Cindy Westerhouse 
 Irene Jindra 
 Paul & Kay Busch 
May 12 Rich & Liz Vlasak 
 Ralph Hendrickson 
 Roman Jindra 
May 19 Dave & Dorothy Scheffert 
 James Blum  
 Jim Heyda 
May 26 Kathy Derhaag 
 Kelle Schleis 
 Gerry & Dianna Smith 
June 2 Jessie & Gail Skluzacek 
 Daryl & Cindy Curtis 
June 9  Kathy Derhaag 
 Richard Milinkovich 
 Karen & Doug Thompson 
June 16 Cindy Westerhouse 
          Greg & Jessica Westerman 
 Myrna Terwedo 
June 23 Deb & Lynden Jelinek 
 John & Lori Helling 
June 30 Mike & Maridan Nesmoe 
 Kathy Westerman 
 Jeanne Anderson 
   

  
 

 
 

     

  

 


