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SUGGESTED VERSES FOR MEMORIZATION & MEDITATION  

Ecclesiastes 9:1 | But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their 

deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. 

Ecclesiastes 9:7 | Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has 

already approved what you do. 

OPENING THOUGHT  

The book of Ecclesiastes is a brutally honest survey of life under the sun. The Preacher’s observations of 

life in a post-Genesis 3 world may be a few millennia old, but the insights are just as relevant today. At 

the heart of the book is the Preacher’s investigation to find what is good for man to do under the sun 

during the days of his vain life. In other words, he searched for some kind of lasting meaning and 

purpose that could be found here on earth. And he certainly did search. He gave himself completely 

over to pursuing pleasure, taking everything that his eye desired and accumulated for himself wealth 

beyond compare. In many ways, he achieved the American Dream. And yet his conclusion is that all is 

vanity, as meaningless and futile as chasing after the wind. 

In chapter nine, the Preacher turns his attention once more to the topics of death and wisdom. In many 

ways, this chapter is the culmination of the previous eight. He reminds us again that death is the great 

equalizer and that wisdom is still worth pursuing even if things don’t work out as planned. In the center 

of it all, he repeats again the book’s refrain. Enjoy the life that God has given you under the sun. 

GROUP DISCUSSION 

Read Ecclesiastes 9 and discuss the following.  

Which verses stood out most to you as you read Ecclesiastes 9 this week? Why? What do these verses 

teach you about who God is? 

In verse 1, the Preacher reiterates how he laid everything to heart and examined all things during his 

investigation. How often would you say that you time the time to truly lay everything to heart, 

considering God and His creation? 

Why does Solomon call death evil whenever it happens to everyone under the sun? 

Why does Solomon once again command us to enjoy life under the sun? Why enjoyment a crucial aspect 

of following God? 

Why does the Preacher so firmly commend wisdom, even while he admits that wisdom does not always 

work out in this life? 

 

 

 



PERSONAL REFLECTION 

Because all Scripture profits us through teaching, reproving, correcting, and training us, reflect upon the 

studied text, and ask yourself the following questions about the present text. 

What has God taught you about Himself? 

What sin is God convicting or reproving you of? 

How is God correcting you? 

How is God training and equipping you for righteousness? 


