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Thomas asked, “Lord, we don’t know
where you are going. How can we know
the way?” – John 14:5 (CEB)

I write this as I prepare to leave for my trip to Central America. I have an open suitcase surrounded by clothes, bug spray,
toiletries, passport, and other miscellaneous travel items I
will need for the 16 days I will be on the road. I have convinced myself that I can pack in a carry on and a backpack.
Stay tuned for the results…
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I am not in control of my itinerary. This is being set by folks
on the ground in these countries. They will arrange all transportation, lodging, and meals as well as the many visits I will
have with government, religious, and nonprofit people and organizations.
When people have asked me where I’m going to go when I’m
there, I haven’t been able to tell them in detail. I just received
the itinerary on February 13 (my flight is at 5:40 am on the
17th).
In addition, I had the opportunity to add on a visit to the US/
Mexico border at Tijuana. The first detailed information I’ll
have on this part of the trip is a conference call tomorrow.
When you read this, I will likely be in Mexico or on my way
there. My mantra when I travel is phone, passport, credit card
— as long as I hold on to these three things, I should be OK.
Traveling like this requires me to rely on other people. I’ll
pack my suitcase and I booked my flights, but I am going to
countries that are unfamiliar to me. I’ve tried to learn a little
Spanish, but basically I don’t know the language either.
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Continued...

My need to rely on others (and God) the next two weeks is obvious. During my “normal” life,
though, it can be easy to forget. I think I know what to expect and can pretty much control
things to make it be so. But this is just an illusion I create — no different than if I believed
my hours on Rosetta Stone have made me a Spanish speaker.
We begin Lent by facing our mortality, the knowledge that we are not in control. It’s from
this place, that we journey with Jesus to the cross. We come humbled and vulnerable, realizing that without Jesus we can do nothing (John 15:5) while at the same time as we remain
close to Christ, we can do all things (John 15:7).
In the days before I leave, I need to trust God and the others who will guide me on this journey. As we prepare for Lent, what do we need to recognize that is out of our control or
where we need to rely on others? If we’re honest, where do accept that all we have is God?
What in our pride and strength, do we need to set aside so that we can simply walk with Jesus?
I look forward to returning to you on March 8 so we can continue our journey with Jesus together. May our Lenten preparations be less about being prepared and more about opening
ourselves to Christ.
I’ll see you in worship,
Pastor Michelle
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Pastor’s Bible Study
Pastor Michelle’s Tuesday afternoon Bible Study meets at 1 p.m. in the
Poplar Lifestyle Room every Tuesday of the month.
Join us as we reflect on the texts for the following Sunday. For more
information, please contact Pastor Michelle at mahenrichs@gmail.com.
Please note: No Bible Study on March 3 while Michelle is on study leave;
Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, March 10.

2019 Annual Repots
The 2019 Annual Report will be emailed to Heritage members on Tuesday afternoon,
March 3.
Hard copies will be available Sunday morning March 8 and again on March 15 for anyone
who’d like a copy to read in preparation for the Annual Congregational meeting.

2020 Annual Meeting
Session has called for the first stated annual meeting for 2020 to be
held on 3/15 following worship. Purposes of the meeting are to review
the respective 2019 annual reports, receive the 2020 budget and to elect
the 2020 Nominating Committee.
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Pastor Michelle on Study Leave
Just a reminder that Pastor Michelle is on study leave through March 4. Using her continuing education funds and time, she is participating in the 2020 Peacemaking Travel Study
Seminar “Central America Migrant Trails: Exploring the Journeys to and from the United
States and Why We Must Act.”
This travel study seminar aims to help better understand the immigration context facing
the US with our Central American brothers and sisters and why they take the risk of embarking on this dangerous journey north with children in tow. The trip will also explore other potential and actual consequences of US policies, such as mass deportation, and how that
is impacting the lives of the returned migrants, their families, communities, and nations.
The seminar includes visits with ecumenical partners in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. The trip will conclude with time spent on the US/Mexico border in Tijuana, Mexico
with a visit to a migrant shelter, interactions with those offering humanitarian and legal
services to asylum seekers being forced to wait in Mexico, and a bi-national worship experience right on the border.
While Michelle is gone, the Rev. Bruce Jones will be available for pastoral emergencies. He
can be reached at (608) 205-7428 or revjones96@gmail.com. Thank you for supporting this
opportunity for Michelle. Your prayers are appreciated.

Michelle is posting on her blog, Life in the Labyrinth, during her study leave. To read her
posts, just follow this link: www.lifeinthelabyrinth.com.

Establish justice for me, LORD, because
I have walked with integrity. I’ve trusted
in the LORD without wavering.
– Psalm 26: 1 (CEB)

From Pastor Michelle’s
Feb. 26 blog post

PAGE 5

HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS

Shelter Service 2020 - IIW Emergency Fund
A Note from Connie Fellows
“Nobody chooses to be a refugee... It takes a lot to decide to leave
your own country and look for a better life. Besides the name refugee, we are all just human beings. People just want peace. I just
hope that someday people will understand.”
~ Peace Izabayo, who fled home for the first time when she was
in second grade, in an interview with Refugees International.
In 2019, the United Nations estimated there were over 70 million people who had been
forcibly displaced from their homes. Of these, nearly 26 million are classified as refugees. They want the same thing for their families as we do: health, safety, education, opportunity. Last year, for 92,400 of the nearly 26 million refugees, their hopes
became a reality. They were approved for resettlement in another country and a new
chance at life.
We have had the awesome opportunity to travel to two congregations, and one more this
week, to:
•
share our refugee stories, both biblical and from today’s time, through drama and
storytelling
•
share our music as we are able to sing with acoustic pianos and a full back up
band!
•
share and educate congregations about our mission goal and raise funds.
The congregants from Faith Springs in Pewaukee and Faith in Franklin were so appreciative of the information and the way the service flowed and told such an important
story. There were quite a few tears. It is a topic that many churches are beginning to
study.
Thus far, we have raised $1166 for the IIW, International Institute of WI. IIW is a resettlement organization that meets the refugees at the airports and helps them assimilate into our communities. It was great to have In-Jee Lee from IIW attending and
speaking at these two services.
Thanks to all our Heritage Shelter Crew Volunteers! You are awesome!
We are looking forward to returning to Tudor Oaks on Sunday, March 8th. See you
then!
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The 2020 Shelter Service

The 2020 Shelter Service has raised awareness and support for the crucial work of the International Institute of Wisconsin.
Feb. 2: 10:00 a.m. at Tudor Oaks
S77 W12929 McShane Drive
Muskego, WI 53150
Feb. 16: 10:30 a.m. at Faith Springs Presbyterian Church
N13 W2877 Silvernail Road
Pewaukee, WI 53072
Feb. 23: 10:30 a.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church
3800 W. Rawson Avenue
Franklin, WI 53132
March 1: 10:00 a.m. at Kettle Moraine United Presbyterian Church
N66 W232690 Highway K
Hartland, WI 53209
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Daylight Savings Time Begins
Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday,
March 8. Remember to turn your clocks forward one hour
on Saturday night, March 7!

Thank you!

Thanks to all who helped prepare and serve S.O.S. (Share Our Supper) meals for Divine Intervention in February!
Many thanks to:

Amy Lehmann and Sue Fellows
Jan Tesch, Jean Ripple and Judi Fellows
The Kozicki’s and the Sheridan’s
Sara and Andy Pforr
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Lunches for Larry Under the Bridge
Mission will be again helping to organize lunches for Larry Under the
Bridge in March.
We will pack lunches on Sundays and they will be delivered on Monday for distribution by Larry.
Please contact a mission committee member if you can help in any
way.

Heritage Home Delivers
For furniture/home goods donations please
email us
at HeritageHomeDelivers@gmail.com.

The International Institute of Wisconsin
The International Institute of Wisconsin, established in 1936, assists immigrants
and refugees in transitioning into the community by offering programming and
support services. From immigration and social services to refugee resettlement,
the Institute promotes international cooperation, understanding, and a multiethnic, multi-cultural perspective.
For more information about the International Institute of Wisconsin, follow this
link: http://www.iiwisconsin.org/
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International Women’s Day in Milwaukee
On behalf of the International Institute of Wisconsin, we would like to invite you to celebrate with us INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY in Milwaukee.
Celebration - Networking - Presentations
Event: International Women’s Day Milwaukee
Date: Tuesday, March 3rd, 2020
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Location: UMOS - Boardroom
2701 S. Chase Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53207
Cost: FREE
Please RSVP ASAP by contacting Estela Vazquez at 414-225-6220
or evazquez@wiiwisconsin.org.

HERITAGE HIGHLIGHTS

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)
Heritage Presbyterian Church, c/o Tudor Oaks
S77 W12929 McShane Drive
Muskego, WI 53150
Website: heritagechurchmuskego.com
Download newsletter from this site.
Phone: 414.425.2050
Email: muskegoheritage@gmail.com
Fax: 414.455.4592

Calendar of Events
March 1: 10:00 a.m. Worship at Tudor Oaks
with Fioana Nicolaisen;
Shelter Service at Kettle
Moraine
March 3: 2:15 p.m. Worship Council meeting
March 10: 1:00 p.m. Bible Study resumes
March 15: 11:00 a.m. Annual meeting
March 16: 5:00 p.m. Session meeting, HCCR*
*Health Center Conference Room

