
 
 

I have lost the ability to track time.  

When referring to events in the past, I would often say “before the pandemic” (i.e. March 
2020). I can still use “before the pandemic” as a marker, but I will need to learn to define 
“during the pandemic” more specifically. However, I find it difficult to do this because I 
did not mark time this way during our pandemic. I’ve lumped my life over the last two 
years together, and I’ll need a calendar to sort it out. 

The pandemic itself seemed a discrete season in our lives. Nearing the two-year mark, 
we now realize that COVID is not going away. There will not be the “after” we all thought 
would come, rather our language will shift from pandemic to endemic. Unlike the 
“beginning” of the pandemic, whatever “after” is will be too ambiguous to effectively 
mark time. 

This is the third Lent of the pandemic. I have a tough time wrapping my head around 
that. Since the pandemic began during Lent, I think I will always associate Lent with  the 
pandemic and vice versa. This is somewhat helpful in helping me to mark time. 

The season of Lent is a journey of self-reflection. It is a time when we fast for certain 
things to remind us of penitence. We travel to the cross with an increasing sense of 
heaviness, aware of the suffering that awaits there. While Lent is not exactly joyful, this 
contemplative season is an important part of our faith. Ash Wednesday is one of my 
favorite days in the liturgical calendar because it calls us to contemplate our mortality. 
Some find this depressing, but can we truly confront living if we cannot confront death? 

All this being said, we’ve been in a long season of confronting our mortality, of giving 
things up, of carrying the heaviness of suffering. So maybe what we need this Lent is not 
further delving into these things but learning how we live in the midst of them. What if 
we spent the next 40ish days neither avoiding life or faking it to look good? 

Marcia McFee of The Worship Design Studio writes, 

We live in a culture bent on definitions of a good life as continuous upward 
mobility–climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly fabulous experiences that 
we can post to ever-more-likable social media accounts. But life happens, right? 



Most times we are not moving upward but trying to repair the rung we’ve just 
slipped from. So what if we stopped climbing and started fertilizing, watering, and 
blooming right where we find ourselves? Welcome to a Lent of affirming a faith in 
which we are blessed, regardless, and where we can lean into embracing our “good 
enough” lives. 

This Lent, we will journey through a worship series called “Good Enough: Embracing the 
Imperfections of Life and Faith.” What if we began to admit that so much of our life is out 
of control? What if we began to allow ourselves to be fragile? What if we stopped 
believing that we are the problem? What if we accepted that our ordinary lives are holy? 

We will be joined by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie’s book, Good Enough: 40ish 
Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection. On March 6, each household will receive a copy of 
the book along with a bookmark to guide us through our daily devotionals (because, 
you know, what if we didn’t read them in order?). 

On Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, we will be discussing the devotionals from the prior week. In 
addition, Bowler and Richie have put together a companion guide to aid in your 
reflections. You can download a copy here or here. 

May we find the sacred in “good enough” this Lent. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Michelle 

 

 

Lent Package 
Worship Council has prepared a Lent package for each household. They will be 
available at worship on March 6. You can contact Janet Ahrens if you would like to pick 
it up earlier. 

 

 



Choir Notes 
The choir is very excited about returning to Bethel for in person worship. We can start 
singing together again!   

The choir will be singing during worship for many of the Sundays in Lent. We will be 
singing some new music that is a part of the Lent worship series, “Good Enough.” We 
are looking forward to sharing.  

Choir is tentatively planning to rehearse on the following dates, as long as we hear from 
Bethel that there’s space for us. We will also meet at 9:10 on the Sundays that we are 
singing. 

Friday, March 4  6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 26  9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, April 9  9:00-11:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
What if these were the days when Jesus was living with us? What if this were the 
moment God chose to connect? Where would we find Jesus? Here, in our 
congregation? Look around. Or in our neighborhoods?   

Perhaps Jesus would be among people classified as “essential,” who might struggle to 
feed their own families, while ensuring food makes it to others’ tables. Perhaps Jesus 
would be working in a neighborhood, mostly ignored by governments and industry, 
except when there are resources to be exploited or removed. Perhaps Jesus lives in any 
of the places, so impoverished in a world of plenty, that help and hope seem like 
illusions. Or perhaps locked away, drowned out or disregarded so far from us that we 
never even know our Savior’s name.  



What if this is the time? What if this is the place? 

Our faith proclaims that God connects in each of those places, and in each person 
bearing God’s image. Our faith proclaims that God is among us, and that Jesus can be 
found among those most precious to God, those neighbors experiencing hunger, 
oppression or lack, even now, even among us.  

One Great Hour of Sharing connects us with people coming together to respond to the 
needs in their neighborhoods. It is the largest way Presbyterians connect with one 
another and unite with congregations in every corner of the Church and with partners all 
over the world. We connect in order to grow, together, while offering support that 
addresses shared needs in a particular context.  

With God and with one another, we connect the story of Jesus who lived, healed and 
preached among those who had least during his earthly ministry, through ministries that 
seek healing and wholeness in our world today. One Great Hour of Sharing connects us 
to proclaim that Christ is here! God is with us! Jesus is among those who have least, 
those who hunger and thirst, those who are sick or alone; with those seeking justice and 
righteousness with their neighbors and all who are in need.  

You can participate in this offering in worship or via several electronic options at 
https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/donate. 

 

Other Mission News  
The Mission Council is meeting with the leaders of some very wonderful organizations. 
Groups that are out in the world making a big difference! Our first guests were 
introduced to us by Steve Seeker. Rob and Nick work with Bridge to Brighter, an 
organization whose mission statement is: “We strive to transform the lives of youth in 
and aging out of Foster Care.” Their mission is to meet the physical and emotional 
needs of the youth impacted by foster care. We will be working with this organization to 
furnish one apartment for a former foster care adult.  It is a very exciting and 
transformative program.  
We will also be meeting with representatives from SOPHIA, a coalition of diverse faith 
communities in Waukesha County, dedicated to building and deepening relationships 
within and among our communities.  SOPHIA empowers people to work together on 
issues of justice and the common good. They try to unite people with common values to 
have a powerful voice; to stand together to change injustices  affecting those who are 
marginalized.  We look forward to that meeting! 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
A Five Week Lenten Series for Women* 
Wednesday evenings, March 9 – April 6 

7 – 8 pm via Zoom 

In ancient times, the Red Tent was a safe and sacred place where only women gathered 
to experience, share, celebrate, and mourn the rhythms of the life of a woman. 

The Red Tent Gathering, utilizing interactive learning experiences, invites participants to 
explore the life of a biblical woman as well as their own. 

Our gatherings will include a combination of: 

• A time for introductions 

• Intro to a Biblical Woman: Socio-historic context and Biblical reflections 

• Power Point Meditation 

• Experiential/Hands-on activity or spiritual practice 

• Reflection Questions 

• Closing Liturgy 

Each session is stand alone. You need not attend every gathering, come as your 
schedule allows. No homework or prep work required, but background material for 
each biblical woman provided for those interested. 

Written, published, and taught by Rev. Beth Patton - Pastor, Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Franklin. 

If you are interested in participating, please email Pastor Michelle. 

 

* While the gathering is limited to women, they are welcome to share the materials and 
experience with the men in their lives. 

 

 

 



 

Fab Four+ Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

More information about Holy Week services will be forthcoming. 
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Do you Wordle?  

Each day in Lent, follow these links to decipher a word that can be found in John’s 
Gospel. 

John 10:1-18  
March 2   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ovvssinr 
March 3   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=rczfp 
March 4   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=xoegtx 
March 5   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=lcnhc 

John 11:1-44  
March 6   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=czfutjesu 
March 7   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ssvstrc 
March 8   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wgchpt 
March 9   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=bccozaar 
March 10   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ezcqpwo 
March 11   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=dsruo 
March 12   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=qbslyh 

John 13:1-17  
March 13   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=pcnhw 
March 14   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=xskulc  
March 15   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=zsmlw  
March 16   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=lojvzzaf  
March 17   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=alrpapa  
March 18   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=yzvdy  
March 19   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=scioo  

John 18:12-27  
March 20  https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ycluecwfu  
March 21   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=yvrunswz  
March 22   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wrmldiz  
March 23   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=psjwtju  
March 24   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=lfzhdx  
March 25   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=zselph  
March 26   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=xclqo  

John 18:28-40  
March 27   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=gwejosi  
March 28   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=oidpzrar  
March 29   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=yfzptrwz  
March 30   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=pflws  
March 31   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=nwkxlp  
April 1   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=xscryko  
April 2   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=fiujp  



John 19:1-16a  
April 3   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=nschlwa  
April 4   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wbjzpv  
April 5   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=aaghcsn  
April 6   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=pvfuyw  
April 7   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=yzrlxw  
April 8   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=liiswi  
April 9   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wpfyp  

John 19:16b-22  
April 10   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=oylow  
April 11   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=xskzpij  
April 12   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=lzrfp  
April 13   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=sfzweij  

John 19:23-30  
April 14   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ickkpv  

John 19:31-42  
April 15   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=hwehy  
April 16   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=jwxke  

John 20:1-18  
April 17   https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=aagwj  
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