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Sept. 6, 2020      23rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time       10:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

Once, I’d have done anything for Naomi. 

Anything at all. 

Willingly. 

Wherever you go, I will go; 

wherever you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people; 

and your God, my God. 

I kept my promises, 

didn’t I? 

I went to Bethlehem 

and to the barley fields 

and to Boaz. 

But no one told me how far this road would go. 

No one said that as soon as I bore my baby 

the women would carry him away, 

chanting a chorus of blessings. 

Not on me; 

on her. 

No one said that milk would leak from me 

while my baby nestled at Naomi’s breasts. 

Even if I loved her with the love of seven sons 

(and I’m not saying that I don’t) 

I’d not relinquish my child. 

Not without regret so strong that it paralyzes 

and silences me. Forever. 

– Erika Dreifus, “Ruth’s Regret” 

 

Prelude         “Abounding in Grace”         Towner, arr. McKibben 
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Gathering Words   – Psalm 122:1-3, 6-9 (CEB) 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let’s go to the LORD’s 

house!”  Now our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem is built like a city joined together in unity.  

Pray that Jerusalem has peace: “Let those who love you have 

rest. Let there be peace on your walls; let there be rest on your 

fortifications.”  

For the sake of our family and friends, we say, “Peace be 

with you, Jerusalem.”  

For the sake of the LORD our God’s house we will pray for 

your good. 

May each one of our houses become the Lord’s house as 

we come together in worship. 

  
*Gathering Song #301   ”Let Us Build a House” 

(The music is printed on pages 12-13 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer    

The road on which we find ourselves is unique to us but 

travelled by others over the millennia. Let us find ourselves in 

their stories as we bring our prayers to God. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Psalm 33:6-8 (NRSV), Exodus 15:13 (NIV), 

1 Samuel 2:1 (CEB), Jonah 2:2 (NIV), John 5:9, 15 (NIV) 

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all their 

host by the breath of God’s mouth. God gathered the waters of 

the sea as in a bottle; and put the deeps in storehouses.  

Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of 

the world stand in awe of God.  
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Faithful God, like Moses standing between the Sea and 

Pharaoh’s army, we cry out to you, believing that destruction 

surrounds us. We wonder if you have led us into the wilderness 

only to leave us there. We wonder if you remember your 

promise not to abandon us and bring us home. 

 

In your steadfast love you led the people whom you 

redeemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy 

abode. In your unfailing love you will lead the people you 

have redeemed.  

Lifegiving God, like Hannah we come before you weeping. We 

wonder when you will allow life to be conceived. When will it 

thrive? We wonder when you will cover us in peace. 

No one is holy like the LORD – no, no one except you! 

There is no rock like our God! 

Pursuing God, like Jonah, we find ourselves in the belly of the 

fish. We flee from where you call us to go. We confess that we 

choose to go our own way. We refuse to proclaim your Good 

News to the poor. We are angry at the mercy you offer our 

enemies. 

In our distress we call to the LORD, and God answers us. 

From deep in the realm of the dead we called for help, 

and you listened to our cry.  

Jesus, the One Who Heals us, like the man at the pool of 

Bethsaida, we offer excuses why we cannot be made well. We 

allow our excuses to give us false comfort. Why don’t we come 

to you for healing? 

At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and 

walked.  The man went away and told the Jewish leaders 

that it was Jesus who had made him well.  

silent confession 

God, in your mercy. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  
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Words of Life   Psalm 33:18-22 (NRSV) 

Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear God, on those 

who hope in the Lord’s steadfast love, to deliver their soul from 

death, and to keep them alive in famine. 

Our souls wait for the LORD; God is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad, because we trust in God’s holy name.  

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope 

in you. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

Our Response #582   

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 

(The music is printed on page 14 of the bulletin.) 

 

*The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination   

With hearts thankful for your presence, we gather with the 

desire to be fed once again with your Word. Spirit of Wisdom, 

fill our hearts and minds so that your Word would come alive 

in us. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Old Testament   Ruth 4 (CEB)  

4 Meanwhile, Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there. Just 

then, the redeemer about whom Boaz had spoken was passing by. 

He said, “Sir, come over here and sit down.” So he turned aside 

and sat down. 2 Then he took ten men from the town’s elders and 

said, “Sit down here.” And they sat down. 
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3 Boaz said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has returned from the 

field of Moab, is selling the portion of the field that belonged to 

our brother Elimelech. 4 I thought that I should let you know and 

say, ‘Buy it, in the presence of those sitting here and in the 

presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, 

redeem it; but if you won’t redeem it, tell me so that I may know. 

There isn’t anyone to redeem it except you, and I’m next in line 

after you.” 

He replied, “I will redeem it.” 

5 Then Boaz said, “On the day when you buy the field from 

Naomi, you also buy] Ruth the Moabite, the wife of the dead man, 

in order to preserve the dead man’s name for his inheritance.” 

6 But the redeemer replied, “Then I can’t redeem it for myself, 

without risking damage to my own inheritance. Redeem it for 

yourself. You can have my right of redemption, because I’m 

unable to act as redeemer.” 

7 In Israel, in former times, this was the practice regarding 

redemption and exchange to confirm any such matter: a man 

would take off his sandal and give it to the other person. This was 

the process of making a transaction binding in Israel. 8 Then the 

redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” and he took off his 

sandal. 

9 Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are 

witnesses that I’ve bought from the hand of Naomi all that 

belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and 

Mahlon. 10 And also Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, I’ve 

bought to be my wife, to preserve the dead man’s name for his 

inheritance so that the name of the dead man might not be cut off 

from his brothers or from the gate of his hometown – today you 

are witnesses.” 

11 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, 

“We are witnesses. May the LORD grant that the woman who is 

coming into your household be like Rachel and like Leah, both of 

whom built up the house of Israel. May you be fertile in 
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Ephrathah and may you preserve a name in Bethlehem. 12 And 

may your household be like the household of Perez, whom Tamar 

bore to Judah – through the children that the LORD will give you 

from this young woman.” 

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. 

He was intimate with her, the LORD let her become pregnant, and 

she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to Naomi, “May 

the LORD be blessed, who today hasn’t left you without a 

redeemer. May his name be proclaimed in Israel. 15 He will 

restore your life and sustain you in your old age. Your daughter-

in-law who loves you has given birth to him. She’s better for you 

than seven sons.” 16 Naomi took the child and held him to her 

breast, and she became his guardian. 17 The neighborhood women 

gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They 

called his name Obed. He became Jesse’s father and David’s 

grandfather. 

18 These are the generations of Perez: Perez became the father of 

Hezron, 19 Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of 

Amminadab, 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the 

father of Salmon, 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of 

Obed, 22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Message             “Ruth’s Regret”              Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Sung Response #751  “From the Nets of Our Labor” 

(The music is printed on page 15 of the bulletin.) 

 

God Is Recognized through the Breaking 

of Bread 

 

Communion 

Welcome 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation 

Distribution of the Elements 

Prayer after Communion 

         

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   

     

Call to Offering    

In thanksgiving to Christ our redeemer and our desire to bear 

Christ to others, let us offer our gifts to the Lord. 
  

*Doxology #609  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

(The music is printed on page 16 of the bulletin.) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)   

Promise-keeping and grace-giving God, we offer you these 

gifts in response to the love you have given to us. May 

they be used to bring your grace into the lives of others. 

Amen. 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

 

*Sending Song #313   “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

(The music is printed on page 17 of the bulletin.) 

 

*Charge and Benediction    

           

*Postlude      “O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   

Gläser, arr. Shackley 

 

• • • 
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Today and This Week at Heritage 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Susan Fellows  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 

Wednesday 

 3:00 p.m. Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

 6:30  p.m.  Worship Council meeting via Zoom 

 

Next Week at Heritage, Sept. 13 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

10:00 a.m.  Outdoor Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

(Muskego Lakes Middle School Parking Lot) 

10:00 a.m.  Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Dale Pforr 

 

A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Tom Buehler 

     Mason, Makenna 

  Jan & Dieter Tesch 

 

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Presbytery of Alaska 

  The people of Cameroon

   

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Laos   

                    

In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Dale Pforr, Jean Ripple, 

Pat Zebrick, and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall 

 

Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website 

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 3:00 

p.m. for a Prayer and Meditation gathering via Zoom. Our next 

meeting date is September 9. The information is below (same 

link each week) and it is also set up as an event on our Facebook 

page. 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0

pwdjQ2QT09   

mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
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Audio only using any phone (you will need to enter meeting ID 

and password): 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 730 001 908  |  Password: 056113 

A Message from Your Mission Council 

Are you looking for a place to donate – one that will help those 

affected by Covid-19? Those who are hungry, homeless, out of a 

job? Mission Council recommends the following organizations, 

which are working hard to provide needed food, places to stay – 

any help to all those in southeastern Wisconsin and beyond. Your 

donations will enable them to continue their work in our local 

areas through your generosity.  
 

Feeding America      $1 = 10 meals! 

Online donations at: 

https://feedingamericawi.org/donate-now/ 
 

Meals on Wheels through Goodwill 

Online donations at: 

https://donorgifts.goodwillsew.com 

  

Milwaukee Rescue Mission 

Online donations at: 

https://donate.milmission.org/donation.html# 

  

Salvation Army 

Online donations at: 

www.centralusa.salvationarmy.org 
 

United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha 

Online donations at: 

www.unitedwaygmwc.org  
 

Or mail donations to: 

United Way Pledge Processing 

PO Box 88988 

Milwaukee, WI 53288-8988. 

Pledge forms are available at the website above. 

https://feedingamericawi.org/donate-now/
https://donorgifts.goodwillsew.com/
https://donate.milmission.org/donation.html
http://www.centralusa.salvationarmy.org/
http://www.unitedwaygmwc.org/
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“Let Us Build a House” 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen, 1994 

Text and Music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 

Text: trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008 

Music: Paul M. Vasile, 2008 

Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile 

 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Text: Brian Wren, 1989 

Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 

1998 

 

“From the Nets of Our Labor” 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2004 

Music: John R. Kleinheksel Sr., 2004 

Text and Music © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Text and Music: African American spiritual 
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