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Sept. 20, 2020      25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     10:00 a.m. 

 

For our second of our four-week worship series on being a 

Matthew 25 church, we are focusing on eradicating systemic 

poverty. The Confession of 1967 says,  

Because Jesus identified himself with the needy and exploited, 

the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of his disciples. The 

church cannot condone poverty, whether it is the product of 

unjust social structures, exploitation of the defenseless, lack of 

national resources, absence of technological understanding, or 

rapid expansion of populations.  

The church calls [all people] to use [their] abilities, [their] 

possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to 

[them] by God for the maintenance of [their] family and the 

advancement of the common welfare. It encourages those forces 

in human society that raise [people]’s hopes for better conditions 

and provide them with opportunity for a decent living. A church 

that is indifferent to poverty, or evades responsibility in 

economic affairs, or is open to one social class only, or expects 

gratitude for its beneficence makes a mockery of reconciliation 

and offers no acceptable worship to God.  

For this reason, we are learning about systemic poverty as part of 

our worship. It is an offering to God to care about what God cares 

about. Let us come with hearts open to learn as we worship the 

Lord.       

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

No serious Christian can quietly ignore this situation. Poverty has 

a visibility today that it did not have in the past. There was a time 

when poverty was considered to be an unavoidable fate, but such 

a view is no longer possible or responsible. Now we know that 

poverty is not simply a misfortune; it is an injustice. 
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We have known for a long time the many ways that poverty can 

destroy or debilitate persons and nations, but perhaps we need to 

think more about the ways that riches or abundance can weaken 

our commitment to Christ. 

– Gustavo Gutierrez 

 

Prelude                  “We All Are One in Mission”                   Keil         

 

Gathering Words   – from Isaiah 25:1, 4-5 

O Lord, you are our God, and we exalt you. 

We will praise your name for in faithfulness, you have 

done wonderful things. 

You are a refuge to the poor, 

a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

a shelter from the rainstorm,  

and a shade from the heat. 

We gather here in your name. 

Let us worship the Lord! 

 

*Gathering Song #395   “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” 

(The music is printed on page 10 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer    

Though we are not physically together, God hears our 

individual voices as one when we pray. Today, we will sing our 

prayer of adoration and confession. You are invited to sing or 

read along or close your eyes and listen as we pray together. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession #764 

 “For the Troubles and the Sufferings” 

(The music is printed on pages 11-12 of the bulletin.) 
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Words of Life   – Lamentations 3:22-23 (CEB) 

Certainly the faithful love of the LORD hasn’t ended; certainly 

God’s compassion isn’t through! They are renewed every 

morning. Great is God’s faithfulness. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  

Our Response #621  “I Will Call upon the Lord” 

(The music is printed on page 13 of the bulletin.) 

 

*The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination   Psalm 19:14 (NIV) 

May these words of our mouths and this meditation of our 

hearts be pleasing in your sight, LORD, our Rock and our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Torah   Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (CEB) 

7Now if there are some poor persons among you, say one of your 

fellow Israelites in one of your cities in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you, don’t be hard-hearted or tightfisted 

toward your poor fellow Israelites. 8 To the contrary! Open your 

hand wide to them. You must generously lend them whatever 

they need. 9 But watch yourself! Make sure no wicked thought 

crosses your mind, such as, The seventh year is coming – the year 

of debt cancellation – so that you resent your poor fellow 

Israelites and don’t give them anything. If you do that, they will 

cry out to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty of sin.  

10 No, give generously to needy persons. Don’t resent giving to 

them because it is this very thing that will lead to the LORD your 

God’s blessing you in all you do and work at. 11 Poor persons will 
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never disappear from the earth. That’s why I’m giving you this 

command: you must open your hand generously to your fellow 

Israelites, to the needy among you, and to the poor who live with 

you in your land. 

 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

A Reading from the Gospels   Luke 16:19-31 (CEB) 

19 “There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in purple 

and fine linen, and who feasted luxuriously every day. 20 At his 

gate lay a certain poor man named Lazarus who was covered 

with sores. 21 Lazarus longed to eat the crumbs that fell from the 

rich man’s table. Instead, dogs would come and lick his sores. 

22 “The poor man died and was carried by angels to Abraham’s 

side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 While being 

tormented in the place of the dead, he looked up and saw 

Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at his side. 24 He shouted, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip 

of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I’m suffering 

in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 

your lifetime you received good things, whereas Lazarus received 

terrible things. Now Lazarus is being comforted and you are in 

great pain. 26 Moreover, a great crevasse has been fixed between 

us and you. Those who wish to cross over from here to you 

cannot. Neither can anyone cross from there to us.’ 

27 “The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father, send Lazarus to 

my father’s house. 28 I have five brothers. He needs to warn them 

so that they don’t come to this place of agony.’ 29 Abraham 

replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. They must listen to 

them.’ 30 The rich man said, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if 

someone from the dead goes to them, they will change their 

hearts and lives.’ 31 Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses 
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and the Prophets, then neither will they be persuaded if someone 

rises from the dead.’” 

 

Message   “Will It Make a Difference?”   Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Prayer 

         

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   

     

Call to Offering 

From our recognition and thanksgiving of all God has done in 

our lives, let us rejoice in our hearts as we seek to give to others 

so they may also share in our joy. 

  

*Doxology #390  “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!” 

(The music is printed on page 14 of the bulletin.) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)   

God of all people, you show no favor to the rich over the 

poor. Indeed, you show additional care for the poor for 

you see their suffering. As we dedicate our offerings to 

you, may our eyes see what yours do, so that we may join 

you in their care. Amen. 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

 

*Sending Song #762  “When the Poor Ones”     

(The music is printed on pages 15-16 of the bulletin.) 

 

Benediction 
     
*Postlude             “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”             Williams    

 

• • • 
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Today and This Week at Heritage 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Dale Pforr  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 

 

Next Week at Heritage, Sept. 27 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m.  Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Judi Fellows 

 

A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Kathy Buehler 

     Chris, Kayla, Tim 

  Paul & Janet Ahrens 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Olympia Presbytery, WA 

  The people of Zambia 

  

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Libya 

 

Birthday:  Sept. 22 Aby Robinson 

 

                     

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
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In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Jean Ripple, Pat Zebrick, 

and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website 

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 3:00 

p.m. for a Prayer and Meditation gathering via Zoom. Our next 

meeting date is September 23. The information is below (same 

link each week) and it is also set up as an event on our Facebook 

page. 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0

pwdjQ2QT09   

Audio only using any phone (you will need to enter meeting ID 

and password): 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 730 001 908  |  Password: 056113 

mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
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A Note from Tippecanoe Presbyterian and Your Mission 

Council: Larry Under the Bridge Supplies List 

Although we have scaled back what we are able to do with the 

homeless folks in the local community, we'd like to be able to 

offer some supplies when we take the lunches out on Fridays. 

 

Right now, we're in great need of the following items: 

   white socks 

   men's underwear (sizes S, M, L) 

   candles 

 

We'd also like to have: 

hand warmers (Hot Hands and Little Hotties preferred) 

   hand sanitizer 

   tarps 

   sleeping bags 

   tents 

 

We know you all are VERY GENEROUS, but please only bring 

these things at this time. We will keep you informed of other 

needs as they arise. 

 

You may leave your donation by the side door of Tippe (on the 

1st Street side of the building) between 12:30 - 5:00 p.m. (Please 

do NOT ring the bell. We have children in the building during 

this time, and the bell rings in their area.) The guys will be 

looking for donations, so they will be fine to sit outside. 
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” 

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1663; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 

1858, alt. 

Music: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1664; harm. Johann Sebastian 

Bach, 18th cent., alt. 

 

“I Will Call upon the Lord” 

Text and Music: Michael O’Shields, 1994 

Text and Music © 1981 Universal Music Corp. and Sound III, 

Inc. (admin. Hal Leonard Corporation) 

 

“For the Troubles and the Sufferings” 

Text: Rodolfo Gaede Neto, 1998; trans. Simei Monteiro and 

Jorge Lockward, 2004 

Music: Rodolfo Gaede Neto, 1998; harm. Jorge Lockward, 2004 

Text and Music © 1998 Rodolfo Gaede Neto 

English Trans. and Music Harm. © 2004 General Board of 

Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik 

 

“Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!” 

Text: Cameroon song 

Music: Cameroon melody, arr. Ralph M. Johnson, 1994 

Text and Music © 1994 Earthsongs 

 

“When the Poor Ones 

Text: José Antonio Olivar and Miguel Manzano, 1970; trans. 

George Lockwood, 1980, alt. 

Music: José Antonio Olivar and Miguel Manzano, 1970; Alvin 

Schutmaat, 1971 

Text and Music © 1971 José Antonio Olivar and Miguel 

Manzano (Published by OCP) 
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