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August 16, 2020    20th Sunday in Ordinary Time    10:00 a.m. 
 

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

God of our wandering and God of our rest, 

open our eyes to see 

Naomi in South Tel Aviv cleaning restaurants; 

Elimelech in the Negev, imprisoned; 

Ruth in the halls of government, seeking asylum; 

Boaz in the streets, gathering allies, 

remembering his own refugee parents, 

seeking justice. 

“It happened in the days of the Judges,” 

And it is happening again today. 

Excerpt from “Introduction to the Book of Ruth: Seeing Ruth in 

the Faces of Africans Seeking Asylum in Israel”  

– Miriam Grossman and Rabbi Lev Meirowitz Nelson 

 

Prelude                “Speak, O Lord”                Townsend and Getty                     

 

Gathering Words   Psalm 89:1-2, 5, 8 (NRSV) 

We will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with our 

mouths we will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  

We declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your 

faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.  

O LORD God of hosts, who is as mighty as you, O 

LORD? 

Your faithfulness surrounds you. 
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We will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; 

with our mouths we will proclaim your faithfulness to all 

generations.  

 

*Gathering Song #333   “How Our Hearts with Joy Abound” 

(The music is printed on page 13 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer    

Because of God’s faithfulness, we can have confidence as we 

approach the Lord in prayer. Let us offer our prayers to the 

Lord. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession   – from Psalm 146:5-9 

Blessed are those who find their help in you, God, whose hope 

is in you.  

You have made heaven and earth, land and sea, and all 

who live within them. 

In your steadfast faithfulness, you bring justice to those who are 

oppressed. 

Forgive us Lord, when we overlook injustice and ignore 

oppression. Heal us from our blindness so that our eyes 

might be open. 

In your steadfast faithfulness, you give food to the hungry and 

freedom to the prisoner.  

Forgive us, Lord, when we find ourselves full and free of 

concern for those in need. Make us hungry for your 

righteousness. May we seek freedom for the prisoners 

who have paid their debt. 

In your steadfast faithfulness, you watch over the stranger and 

embrace the orphan and widow. 
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Forgive us Lord, when we stay within our familiar 

neighborhoods, among people who are just like us. Teach 

us to see and love the humanity of all. Embolden us to go 

in the places where you tend to those in need. 

In your steadfast faithfulness, you lift up those who are bowed 

down and those who are humble before you. 

Lord lift us up so that we may join you in redeeming work 

in the world. 

Silent confession 

Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance  Romans 6:10-11 (NRSV) 

The death Christ died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

Our Response #582   

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 

(The music is printed on page 14 of the bulletin.) 

 

*The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination   

Holy Spirit, teach us the mysteries of faith. Plant them within 

us so that we may bear your truth into the world. Amen. 
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A Reading from Torah   Genesis 28:10-16 (CEB) 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and set out for Haran. 11 He reached a 

certain place and spent the night there. When the sun had set, he 

took one of the stones at that place and put it near his head. Then 

he lay down there. 12 He dreamed and saw a raised staircase, its 

foundation on earth and its top touching the sky, and God’s 

messengers were ascending and descending on it.  

  
13  Suddenly the LORD was standing on it and saying, “I am the 

LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I 

will give you and your descendants the land on which you are 

lying. 14 Your descendants will become like the dust of the earth; 

you will spread out to the west, east, north, and south. Every 

family of earth will be blessed because of you and your 

descendants. 15 I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere 

you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you 

until I have done everything that I have promised you.” 

  

16 When Jacob woke from his sleep, he thought to himself, The 

LORD is definitely in this place, but I didn’t know it." 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

A Reading from the Old Testament   Ruth 1 (CEB) 

1 During the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in 

the land. A man with his wife and two sons went from Bethlehem 

of Judah to dwell in the territory of Moab. 2 The name of that man 

was Elimelech, the name of his wife was Naomi, and the names 

of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites 

from Bethlehem in Judah. They entered the territory of Moab and 

settled there. 

3 But Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died. Then only she was left, 

along with her two sons. 4 They took wives for themselves, 
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Moabite women; the name of the first was Orpah and the name of 

the second was Ruth. And they lived there for about ten years. 

5 But both of the sons, Mahlon and Chilion, also died. Only the 

woman was left, without her two children and without her 

husband. 

6 Then she arose along with her daughters-in-law to return from 

the field of Moab, because while in the territory of Moab she had 

heard that the LORD had paid attention to his people by providing 

food for them. 7 She left the place where she had been, and her 

two daughters-in-law went with her. They went along the road to 

return to the land of Judah. 

8 Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, “Go, turn back, each of you 

to the household of your mother. May the LORD deal faithfully 

with you, just as you have done with the dead and with me. 9 May 

the LORD provide for you so that you may find security, each 

woman in the household of her husband.” Then she kissed them, 

and they lifted up their voices and wept. 

10 But they replied to her, “No, instead we will return with you, to 

your people.” 

11 Naomi replied, “Turn back, my daughters. Why would you go 

with me? Will there again be sons in my womb, that they would 

be husbands for you? 12 Turn back, my daughters. Go. I am too 

old for a husband. If I were to say that I have hope, even if I had 

a husband tonight, and even more, if I were to bear sons 

–  13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you refrain from 

having a husband? No, my daughters. This is more bitter for me 

than for you, since the LORD’s will has come out against me.” 

14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. Orpah kissed 

her mother-in-law, but Ruth stayed with her. 15 Naomi said, 

“Look, your sister-in-law is returning to her people and to her 

gods. Turn back after your sister-in-law.” 

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to abandon you, to turn back 

from following after you. Wherever you go, I will go; and 



6 

 

wherever you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people, 

and your God will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, 

and there I will be buried. May the LORD do this to me and more 

so if even death separates me from you.” 18 When Naomi saw that 

Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped speaking to her 

about it. 

19 So both of them went along until they arrived at Bethlehem. 

When they arrived at Bethlehem, the whole town was excited on 

account of them, and the women of the town asked, “Can this be 

Naomi?” 

20 She replied to them, “Don’t call me Naomi, but call me 

Mara, for the Almighty has made me very bitter. 21 I went away 

full, but the LORD has returned me empty. Why would you call 

me Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me, and the 

Almighty has deemed me guilty?” 

22 Thus Naomi returned. And Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-

law, returned with her from the territory of Moab. They arrived in 

Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 

Sung Response #782  “Hear My Prayer, O God”  

(The music is printed on page 15 of the bulletin.) 

 

Message             “Call Me Bitter”             Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Prayer 

         

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   

     

Call to Offering    

In both times of scarcity and abundance, God is with us.  

In thanksgiving for the God who does not abandon us, let us 

bring our offerings to the Lord. 
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*Doxology #609  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

(The music is printed on page 16 of the bulletin.) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

Steadfast God, whether we are in a time of scarcity or 

abundance, let us always be confident of your love and 

presence with us. As we give our offerings to you, may 

they bring the same hope to others. Amen. 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

*Sending Song #39  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

(The music is printed on pages 17-18 of the bulletin.) 

 

*Charge and Benediction    

           

*Postlude   “How Great Is Our God”   Tomlin, Reeves, and Cash 

  

• • • 

 

Today and This Week at Heritage 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Glenn Kozicki  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 

 

Next Week at Heritage, August 23 

21th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Sara Pforr  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 
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A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Sue Fellows & Amy     

      Lehmann 

  Lauren & Chris Giuliani 

     Nora and Eliza 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Presbytery of Donegal, PA  

  The people of Madagascar 

   

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Jordan 

 

 

Birthdays:          Aug. 17 Merrie Hittle 

  Aug. 21 Jean Ripple 

 

Anniversary:  Aug. 20 Harold & Karen 

       Anderson 

  Aug. 20 Michelle & Dave 

       Henrichs 

                     

In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
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Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Dale Pforr, Jean Ripple, 

Pat Zebrick, and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall  

 

 

Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website 

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

Wanted: Special Music for Summer Worship 

It’s so easy, you don’t even have to stand up in front of anyone!  

You can sing it in the shower! 

If you would be interested in sharing your musical talents with 

us, either instrumental or vocal, here’s what you need to do:  

Record a vocal or instrumental piece and send it to Michelle! If 

you need a piano accompaniment, please let Heidi know and she 

can record it for you. She will send the recording to you and then 

you can listen to it on your headphones as you sing and record 

yourself. Then our professional mixers, (Michelle and/or Andy) 

put it together and make it sound awesome!  

All are invited! Let Heidi, Andy or Connie know if you are 

interested. 

 

 

https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
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Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

This summer, please join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month at 3:00 p.m. for a Prayer and Meditation gathering via 

Zoom. Our next meeting date is August 26. The information is 

below (same link each week) and it is also set up as an event on 

our Facebook page. 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0

pwdjQ2QT09   

Audio only using any phone (you will need to enter meeting ID 

and password): 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 730 001 908  |  Password: 056113 

 

A Message from Your Mission Council 

Are you looking for a place to donate – one that will help those 

affected by Covid-19? Those who are hungry, homeless, out of a 

job? Mission Council recommends the following organizations, 

which are working hard to provide needed food, places to stay – 

any help to all those in southeastern Wisconsin and beyond. Your 

donations will enable them to continue their work in our local 

areas through your generosity. 

  

Feeding America      $1 = 10 meals! 

Online donations at: 

https://feedingamericawi.org/donate-now/ 

Meals on Wheels through Goodwill 

Online donations at: 

https://donorgifts.goodwillsew.com 

  

Milwaukee Rescue Mission 

Online donations at: 

https://donate.milmission.org/donation.html# 

  

Salvation Army 

Online donations at: 

www.centralusa.salvationarmy.org 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://feedingamericawi.org/donate-now/
https://donorgifts.goodwillsew.com/
https://donate.milmission.org/donation.html
http://www.centralusa.salvationarmy.org/
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United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha 

Online donations at: 

www.unitedwaygmwc.org  

Or mail donations to: 

United Way Pledge Processing 

PO Box 88988 

Milwaukee, WI 53288-8988 

Pledge forms are available at the website above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unitedwaygmwc.org/
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“How Our Hearts with Joy Abound” 

Text: Michael Morgan, 1995 

Music: Freylinghausen’s Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704, alt. 

Text © 2010 Michael Morgan (admin. Congregational Ministries 

Publishing, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.) 

 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 

Text: trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008 

Music: Paul M. Vasile, 2008 

Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile 

 

“Hear My Prayer, O God” 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., 2005 

Music: Hal H. Hposon, 2006 

Text: © 2005 Hope Publishing Company 

Music © 2006 Hope Publishing Company 

 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Text: Brian Wren, 1989 

Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 

1998 

 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 

Music: William Marion Runyan, 1923 

Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
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