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Heritage Presbyterian Church 

Pentecost – 10:00 a.m. May 23, 2021 

 

As We Prepare for Worship 

The new day begins with an eruption of sounds from heaven and of wind. Things are coming loose, 

breaking open. Can it be the same wind which on the very first morning of all mornings swept across 

dark waters, the wind of creation? The wind is once again bringing something new to life.  

– William Willimon 

 

Prelude                            “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                            Jackson, arr. McKibben 

 

Gathering Words           Rev. Sarah Are 

The congregation is invited to respond, not in word, but in action, as noted in the italicized words.  

On the day of Pentecost, the church was gathered together in one place. Could it have looked something 

like this?  

Turn and look around you; notice the people who sit near you today.  

On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God blew through the church like a howling wind. Could it have 

sounded something like this?  

Respond by making wind noises with your mouth and by rubbing your hands back and forth.  

On the day of Pentecost, differences were minimized as people came together seeing and hearing one 

another. Could it have felt something like this?  

Respond by holding hands with someone close to you.  

On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God fell down like rain on everyone gathered there that day. And 

sons and daughters prophesied.  

If you are someone’s child, no matter your age, place one hand on your heart.  

And young people saw visions, and old people dreamed dreams.  

If you consider yourself wise in years, place a second hand on your heart.  

Thanks be to God for bringing us together in this place for worship.  

May we, like those before us, worship God with our whole hearts. Amen.  

 

Gathering Song       “Spirit of the Living God” 288 

     Spirit of the living God, 

fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God,  

fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me;  

fill me; use me. 

Spirit of the living God,  

fall afresh on me. 
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Call to Prayer  Rev. Sarah Are 

People of God, although we would like for our story to sound like Pentecost – a story where everyone 

from every nation is heard, the Spirit is visible, and people are united – we know that our story sounds 

very different, painfully different. Thus, we come to the portion in the service where we confess our 

sins, where we practice truth-telling, acknowledging that we desperately need God’s Spirit in our lives.  

Let us confess our sins together, to the God of the early church and the God of the here and now. Let us 

pray. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession      Rev. Sarah Are 

Mighty God, you showed up in dazzling light and in a still, small voice.  

You showed up as a tiny baby lying in a manager. You showed up on a long dusty walk to 

Emmaus.  

You keep showing up in the most mysterious ways, so we should have known you might show up like a 

powerful wind, bringing with you the reminder of warmth, and the ability for us to hear one another.  

We should have known, and yet we didn’t. We don’t. We doubt.  

Like the disciples on the way to Emmaus, we can’t see you. Like the weary people of Bethlehem, we 

don’t make room for you.  

And like members of the early church community, we look for excuses to explain your 

presence away.  

Loving God, forgive our weak hearts, because from the beginning you have been here, revealing 

yourself to us.  

And from the beginning, we have struggled to see that.  

Despite our bad track record, we come to you today, asking that once more you might give us a second 

chance; we ask that once more you might pour your Spirit out on us.  

For we are in desperate need of you and the mysterious ways you keep showing up. Amen.  

 

Words of Life  Rev. Sarah Are 

People of God, hear this good news: Despite our failings, God is here, and God has poured out God’s 

spirit on all flesh. We are united, we are made clean, and we are free to dream new dreams for this 

broken world.  

Thanks be to God!  

 

Our Response     “Amen, We Praise Your Name” 598 

Amen, we praise your name, O God! 

Amen, we praise your name, O God! 

Amen, amen. Amen, amen. 

Amen, we praise your name, O God! 

 
The Peace 
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Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Sarah Are 

Friends, join me in a meditative prayer for illumination. I invite you to bow your heads and open your 

non-dominant hand, palm side up. Trace the shape of the wind on your palm in honor of the way the 

Spirit can move in us.  

Now, trace a flame on your palm, remembering how God can show up in mysterious ways, 

remembering how the presence of God warms and purifies us.  

Now, clasp your hands, lacing your fingers together, remembering the way in which Scripture calls us 

into unity with one another.  

With clear minds and focused hearts, I pray that we may hear the words of Scripture today and be 

receptive to the way in which God speaks to us through this good word. In God’s holy name we pray. 

Amen.  

 

Word and Table Acts 2:1-13 (CEB) 

1 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound from heaven like 

the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 

be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

 
5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this 

sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 

languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking 

Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native language?  
9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from 

Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the mighty 

works of God in our own languages!” 12 They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, 

“What does this mean?” 13 Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!” 

 

Sending Song “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 542 

God be with you till we meet again; 

loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you: 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                     “The Zeal of the Lord”                                              Giamanco 
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The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“Spirit of the Living God”  

Text: Daniel Iverson, 1926 

Text and Music © 1935 Birdwing Music (admin. EMICMG Publishing.com) 

 

“Amen, We Praise Your Name” 

Text: South African 

Text and Music © Lumko Institute, South Africa 

Music Transcr. © 1983 David Dargie (admin. Choristers Guild) 

 

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

Text: Jeremiah Eanres Rankin, 1880, alt. 

Music: Willaim G. Tomer, 1880 

 

 


