
Heritage Presbyterian Church 

Fifth Sunday of Easter – 10:00 a.m. May 2, 2021 

 

As We Prepare for Worship 

Because Jesus suffers with people, he forms a mission to them. Mission is not motivated by Jesus’ 

disgust for people because they are such sinners… Mission is motivated by the more appealing fact of 

Jesus’ compassion for hapless people.  

~ F. Dale Bruner, Matthew: A Commentary 

 

Prelude                              “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”                               McGranahan, arr. Hockstra 

 

Gathering Words Mark 6:33-34 (CEB) 

Many people saw Jesus and his disciples leaving and recognized them, so they ran ahead from all the 

cities and arrived before them.  

We have come to see Jesus. 

When Jesus arrived and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd. Then he began to teach them many things.  

Let us worship Jesus, our Risen Lord! 

 

Gathering Song                                                                                             “Come All You People” #388 

Come all you people, 

come and praise your Maker; 

come all you people, 

come and praise your Maker; 

come all you people, 

come and praise your Maker; 

come now and worship the Lord. 

 

Call to Prayer 

The green pastures and still waters that the Lord leads us to provide for more than our bodies. These 

are also the places that restore our souls as we offer our confession and receive forgiveness.  

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  – from Psalm 23:1-2 

Mighty God, you make your glory known through your love and mercy. In your love, you feed us on 

the sweet grass of the pasture.  

In your mercy, you satisfy our thirst with clear, cool water. 

As we receive your love, you hope that we might follow on your path of righteousness – that we might 

take on your compassion as our own. You invite us to share what breaks your heart: injustice, 

violence, hunger, and loneliness.  

But instead, we turn our heads and hearts away. We choose to stay where we are comfortable 

rather than go to where we are needed. 
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Holy God, forgive us when we do not lead others to green pastures.  

Forgive us when we muddy the water that quenched our thirst.  

silent confession 

God, our shepherd, keep us close to you. 

And teach us to follow you into the world. Amen. 

 

Words of Forgiveness                                                                            1 Peter 2:24-25, Psalm 23:1 

Christ carried in his own body on the cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in 

righteousness, having nothing to do with sin.  

By his wounds we are healed.  

Though we were like straying sheep, we have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of our lives. 

In the name of Jesus our Good Shepherd, we are forgiven! 

 

Sung Response                                “Make Your Face to Shine” #811 

(See music on page 4 of the bulletin.) 

The Peace 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Jesus has come and we have gathered to hear the Good News. Holy Spirit, speak to our hearts. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Psalms Psalm 23 (RSV) 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 

beside still waters; he restores my soul.  

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I fear no evil; 

for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
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A Reading from the Gospels Matthew 9:35-10:1 (NRSV) 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he 

had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”      1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and 

gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 

 

Word and Table                                                                                                   Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

“The Lord Is My Shepherd: Bringing Others to the Green Pastures and Still Waters” 

Welcome 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation 

The Elements 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Sending Song                                              “We Are the Body of Christ” #768  (refrain, verse 1, refrain) 

Refrain: 

  Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 

     We are the body of Christ. 

  Hemos oído el llamado; 

     we’ve answered “yes” to the call of the Lord. 

  Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 

     We are the body of Christ. 

  Traemos su santo mensaje. 

     We come to bring the Good News to the world. 

 

Verse 1: 

   Dios viene al mundo a través de nosotros. 

   Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 

     God is revealed when we love one another. 

     We are the body of Christ. 

   Al mundo a cumplir la misión de la Iglesia, 

   Somos el cuerpo de Cristo. 

     Bringing the light of God’s mercy to others; 

     We are the body of Christ. 
 

Refrain (as printed above) 

 

Benediction 
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                                            (Sung Response after Words of Forgiveness) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

“Come, All You People” – Text and Music: Alexander Gondo, 20th cent., transcr. I-to Loh, 1986, arr. John Bell, 

1994; © WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)  

“Make Your Face to Shine” –Text and Music: Jay Weldon Wilkey, 2002; © 2002 Jay Weldon Wilkey 

“We Are the Body of Christ” – Text: Jaime Cortez and Bob Hurd, 1994; Music: Jaime Cortez, 1994, arr. Jeffrey 

Honoré, 1994; Text and Music © 1994 Jaime Cortez (Published by OCP) 

  


