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Heritage Presbyterian Church 

         April 2, 2021                  

         Good Friday                   

      
 

Again & Again: We Find Ourselves Here 

 

Much of today’s liturgy is written by or adapted from Rev. Sarah 

Are of “A Sanctified Art.” 

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

Again and again, we find ourselves at the foot of the cross, at the 

pit of despair, in the face of death, in the grip of state-sanctioned 

violence. “Here” is an emotional place. “Here” is grief. “Here” is 

the reality of sin and brokenness. On Good Friday, we are called 

to sit in the silence of death, knowing that God is here. 

 ~ A Sanctified Art 

 

Prelude   “Borrowed Language: Prelude on Passion Chorale”   

     Hans Leo Hassler, arr. Fred B. Binkes 

 

Call to Gather  Rev. Sarah Are, adapted 

 

A Reading from the Gospels John 19:1-7, 13-16 (NRSV) 

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers 

wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed 

him in a purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 4 Pilate 

went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out 

to you to let you know that I find no case against him.”   
5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”  6 When the chief 

priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! 
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Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 

crucify him; I find no case against him.”  7 The Jews answered 

him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die 

because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and 

sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, 

or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation for 

the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here 

is your King!”  15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with 

him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the 

emperor.”  16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus. 

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gathering Words Rev. Sarah Are, adapted 

We have been here before – a place of grieving and mourning, a 

night that seems it won’t end. 

We have been here before – knee deep in fear, knee 

deep in doubt. 

We have been here before – facing the difficult and unknown. 

We have been here before – Good Friday, the night 

Christ died.  

So once again, we find ourselves here – in community, in God’s 

arms.  

Where else would we go when the world falls apart? 

We come to where we have been before. 

And we worship the Lord again. 
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Gathering Song  #406  “We Are Standing on Holy Ground” 

(The music is printed on page 8 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer                                      Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

As we find ourselves here again, we do not look away from our 

failures and weaknesses. Instead we face them, confessing to the 

one who bore and overcame them all. For in this way, we 

participate in Christ’s death so that we may also participate in his 

resurrection. Let us pray:  

 

Prayer of Confession     Rev. Sarah Are 

Holy God, we admit that we struggle with this day. We struggle 

with Good Friday for three reasons. First, no one likes to see 

another suffer. On this day we are face to face with the cross, and 

your suffering is hard for us to bear. Second, the pain of this day 

reminds us of the pain of past and present days, and our own pain 

is hard for us to bear. Third, we are reminded of the suffering we 

cast onto others, which means we have to confront the pain we 

have caused you. 

So forgive us for skirting around the edges of this day. 

Forgive us for averting our eyes and avoiding the sinking feeling 

in our chests. 

Forgive us for distracting ourselves from the hurt and 

forgive us for the ways in which we add to the suffering 

of this world. 

We do not like to be here – a place of grief and despair, at the foot 

of the cross, face to face with state-sanctioned violence. 

And yet, here is where we are. 

So forgive us, and then use us for your good. 

Gratefully we pray. Amen. 

 

Response #294   “Within Our Darkest Night”  

(The music is printed on page 9 of the bulletin.) 
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Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Sarah Are 

Holy God, Scripture tells us there was a lot of shouting on your 

crucifixion day. The crowds were yelling: “Take him away!” 

“Crucify him!” “This man claims he is King of the Jews!” 

Mary cried out in grief.  

And you cried out in pain. 

It seems there was a lot of shouting.  

2,000 years later, and we’re still shouting, and the world is still 

filled with violence. The air feels so full of words, so full of hurt. 

I imagine you know the feeling. So today we ask that you quiet us 

in this moment. Quiet our minds. Quiet our fears. 

Quiet our insecurities and our distractions.  

Quiet us to hear your voice and speak to us now. 

We are listening. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Gospels                       Mark 15:40-41 (CEB) 

Some women were watching from a distance, including Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother of James (the younger one) 

and Joses, and Salome. When Jesus was in Galilee, these women 

had followed and supported him, along with many other 

women who had come to Jerusalem with him.  
 

Reflection  

As we reflect on the women’s journey in their last hours with Jesus, 

let us find ourselves here with them once again. 

 
The women heard  

that something happened in the garden after dinner. 

The men were overcome by exhaustion 

unable to keep watch. 
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There was a kiss of betrayal  

swords were drawn  

and a final miracle occurred 

because violence is not what Jesus sought.  

 

The women heard 

that in the wee hours of the morning 

when all should have been sleeping 

a trial took place 

shuttling between the houses of power. 

Betrayal continued. 

The men fled 

and Jesus was left alone.  

 

The women heard  

how Jesus was beaten and mocked 

how blood was shed  

until rivers of red crossed the earth. 

Until finally he was led 

like a criminal  

carrying the heavy crosspiece 

to the place determined for his death. 

 

The women saw  

Jesus nailed to the cross. 

How he agonized. 

How he thirsted. 

How he forgave.  

How he died  

obedient to love even unto death. 

 
 

The women went  

to the tomb 

to see where his body laid. 

To try and understand  

how all this could be. 
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How the one who had raised the dead 

now lay dead in a rock tomb. 

 

The women returned  

home to prepare the sabbath meal 

to honor the Lord 

despite his death. 

They recounted God’s faithfulness 

and the promise of the Messiah. 

 

And the women wondered  

together 

about what would happen  

next. 

 

Michelle Henrichs, The Women Heard 

 
Concluding Hymn #228   “Were You There?”  (vv.1-2, 4-5) 

(The music is printed on pages 10-11 of the bulletin.) 
 
Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

We Depart into the Darkness 
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“We Are Standing on Holy Ground” 

Text and Music: Geron Davis, 1981 

Text and Music © 1983 Songchannel Music Company and 

Meadowgreen Music Company (admin. IMICMGPublishing.com) 

 

“Within Our Darkest Night” 

Text: Taizé Community, 1991 

Music: Jacques Berthier, 1991 

Text and Music © Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA 

Publications, Inc.) 

  

“Were You There” 

Text: African American spiritual 

Music: African American spiritual, arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 

1987 

Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

     Please sing verses 1-2 and 4-5. 
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