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Heritage Presbyterian Church 
 

March 14, 2021         Fourth Sunday in Lent             10:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Again & Again: God Loves First 

~ A Sanctified Art 

Much of today’s liturgy is written by or adapted from Rev. Sarah 

Are of “A Sanctified Art.” 
 

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

After inviting Nicodemus to be born anew, Jesus tells him in 

John 3 that God so loved the world that God sent his son to 

restore it. Therefore, when we read John 3:16, we remember that 

Jesus is speaking in metaphor and poetry. Ultimately, love is 

where God begins and ends. This love, like grace, is a gift we do 

nothing to deserve. Again and again, love is our refrain. Before 

we act, think, or believe, can love be first for us too? 

~ A Sanctified Art 

 

Prelude                “Reflections on Woodworth”   

Bradbury, arr. Livingston 

 

Gathering Words    Rev. Sarah Are 

Before we were born, before we took our first breath… 

Before the week started, before the year started… 

Before we said, “I love you,” before we said, “I’m sorry…” 

Before we figured out who we really are, before we figured 

out who we want to be… 

Before it all – 

God loved us. 
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Unconditionally and freely, fully and honestly –  

God loved us. 

Again and again, this is where our story begins. 

Let us worship God! 

                                          

Gathering Song  #104 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

(The music is printed on page 11 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer          “Down to the River to Pray”           arr. Curry 

Let us pray to the God of love, trusting that God loved us first. 

 

Prayer of Confession     Rev. Sarah Are 

God of love, we forget the beginning of the story – that we 

were made from love, to be love, to give love. Instead of 

rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation, we 

skip ahead and find our worth at the fall, with Cain and Abel, 

lost in the wilderness. We forget that first there was you, and 

you are love. 

We forget that out of that love you created us. 

We forget that from the very first day, you loved first. 

We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to 

us. 

Forgive our low self-esteem. 

Forgive our resistance to love ourselves. 

Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made 

good. 

And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on – from 

generation to generation.  

Write a new beginning for us that roots our confidence in your 

unrelenting love.  

With hope we pray, again and again. Amen. 
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Words of Life                                          Rev. Sarah Are, adapted 

Family of faith, no matter what we do, where we go, or what 

we tell ourselves – God is love, and God is loving us.  

Again and again, we are claimed, held, forgiven, and 

cared for. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself – thanks 

be to God.  

Amen! 

 

Our Response #59  “The Steadfast Love of the Lord”  

(The music is printed on page 12 of the bulletin.) 

 

The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination   Rev. Sarah Are 

God of the here and now – we have heard the words, “For God 

so loved the world that he gave his only son,” time and time 

again. We have read them on billboards, heard them in worship, 

and seen them on signs. And yet we know, there is a difference 

between hearing those words in passing and truly, deeply 

listening. 

We long to listen, God. 

We long to hear your truth. 

We long to know your love. 

Open our hearts and minds. 

We are listening. Amen. 

 

 



4 

 

A Reading from the Epistles   Ephesians 2:1-10 (CEB) 

2 At one time you were like a dead person because of the things 

you did wrong and your offenses against God. 2 You used to live 

like people of this world. You followed the rule of a destructive 

spiritual power. This is the spirit of disobedience to God’s will 

that is now at work in persons whose lives are characterized by 

disobedience. 3 At one time you were like those persons. All of 

you used to do whatever felt good and whatever you thought you 

wanted so that you were children headed for punishment just like 

everyone else. 

4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with 

Christ while we were dead as a result of those things that we did 

wrong. He did this because of the great love that he has for us. 

You are saved by God’s grace! 6 And God raised us up and seated 

us in the heavens with Christ Jesus. 7 God did this to show future 

generations the greatness of his grace by the goodness that God 

has shown us in Christ Jesus. 

8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This 

salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. 9 It’s 

not something you did that you can be proud of. 10 Instead, we are 

God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. 

God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our 

lives. 

The word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

A Reading from the Gospels   John 3:11-20 (NRSV) 

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 

what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 

have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 

can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
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heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 

who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 

the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 

loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 

evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 

light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do 

what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 

their deeds have been done in God.” 

 

Message           “Again & Again: God Loves First”   

Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Response         “For God So Loved the World”   

(The music is printed on page 13 of the bulletin.) 

 

God Is Made Known to Us Through the 

Breaking of Bread  
 

Communion 
 

Welcome 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Invitation 
 

The Elements 
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Prayer after Communion 

 

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   
 

Call to Offering  

In his commentary on John’s Gospel, theologian Dale Bruner 

writes, “The simplicity of trust is not at all an insignificant part 

of the joy of the Good news.” How has trust in Jesus been a 

joyful part of the Good News for you? In what areas do you 

need to trust God more? 

 

Offertory                   “Seek Ye First”                    Karen Lafferty 

 

Prayer of Dedication  (unison) 

God who loves us first, we offer you our lives as testimony 

of our trust in you. May the joy we know in the simplicity 

of faith be a witness to the world of your love. Amen. 

 

Doxology #598  “Amen, We Praise Your Name”  

(The music is printed on page 14 of the bulletin.) 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

 

Sending Song #749   “Come! Live in the Light!” 

(The music is printed on page 15 of the bulletin.) 

 

Benediction     
 
Postlude              “There Is a Balm in Gilead”  

African American spiritual, arr. Putnam 

 
 

• • • 
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Today and This Week at Heritage 

4th Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist  Jan Tesch   

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom  

 

Next Week at Heritage, March 21 

5th Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

10:00 a.m.  Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs

 Liturgist Judi Fellows   

11:00 a.m. Congregational Meeting via Zoom 

  Fellowship 

 

A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Dan & Dolly Fellows 

    Jan & Dieter Tesch 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Presbytery of Monmouth, NJ 

 The people of Germany  

 

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Tibet 

 

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
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In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

 

Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Jean Ripple, Pat Zebrick, 

and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall 

 

Birthdays    March 20 Andy Pforr 

    March 20 Pat Zebrick 

 

Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website:  

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

Link for Wednesday Prayer and Meditation  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

Wednesday Prayer and Meditation 

 

Join Zoom Meeting (Wednesday Prayer and Meditation) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86596795205?pwd=eDZ5Q1hiS3BtR

0ZXdWtSVnI3Vncvdz09  

 
 

mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86596795205?pwd=eDZ5Q1hiS3BtR0ZXdWtSVnI3Vncvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86596795205?pwd=eDZ5Q1hiS3BtR0ZXdWtSVnI3Vncvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86596795205?pwd=eDZ5Q1hiS3BtR0ZXdWtSVnI3Vncvdz09
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Meeting ID: 865 9679 5205 

Passcode: 344339 

 

Annual Meeting 

Heritage’s annual meeting will be via Zoom next Sunday, March 

21, at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Link for Coffee Hour  
 

Here is the Coffee Hour link: 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85794374285?pwd=aW5HR0p0Ump

QaVNsU2hUTXZZU05OZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 857 9437 4285 

Passcode: 843679 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85794374285?pwd=aW5HR0p0UmpQaVNsU2hUTXZZU05OZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85794374285?pwd=aW5HR0p0UmpQaVNsU2hUTXZZU05OZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85794374285?pwd=aW5HR0p0UmpQaVNsU2hUTXZZU05OZz09
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653; trans. Catherine Winkworth and 

others, 1863, alt. 

Music: Melchior Teschner, 1614; harm. William Henry 

Monk,1861 

 

“The Steadfast Love of the Lord” 

Text and Music (Refrain): Edith McNeill, 1974 

Text and Music © 1974, 1975 Celebration 

 

“For God So Loved the World” 

Text: Stephen M. Fearing, 2019 

Music: John Darwall, 1770 

Music © 2019 Stephen M. Fearing | www.stephenmfearing.com  

(permission granted for congregational use) 

 

“Amen, We Praise Your Name” 

Text: South African 

Music: S. C. Molefe, c. 1976; transc. David Dargie, 1983 

Text and Music © Lumko Institute, South Africa 

Music Transc. © 1983 David Dargie (admin. Choristers Guild) 

 

“Come! Live in the Light!” 

Text and Music: David Haas, 1988 

Text and Music © 1988 GIA Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stephenmfearing.com/
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