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Dec. 27, 2020                               Heritage Presbyterian Church                                10:00 a.m. 

 

The First Sunday after Christmas: those who dream... will not keep silent 

Today’s service was written or adapted from Rev. Sarah Are of A Sanctified Art. Supplies 

needed: Bible, post-it notes (3 for each person), pen.  

 

As We Prepare for Worship 

You are invited to light the candles on your Advent wreath. 

God’s dreams are not for us alone. Simeon and Anna could not keep silent – they witnessed 

Jesus’ divine presence in the temple and were compelled to speak up. Like the prophet Isaiah, we 

will not keep silent and we will not rest until what has been sown will spring up as righteousness 

and peace in every nation (Is. 61:11-62:2). ~ A Sanctified Art 

 

Gathering Words  

Here on the heels of Christmas, we speak of love. We speak of joy. We speak of candlelight 

and fireside. We speak of dreams being fulfilled. We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses.  

We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.” 

Here on the heels of Christmas, we are called to speak, for the world needs a light. 

A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.  

Let us worship and listen.  

Then, let us speak. Amen. 

 

 



2 
 

Be the Church 

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Our scripture 

passage for today tells the story of young Jesus being blessed in the temple by his community of 

faith. Two prophets, Anna and Simeon, proclaim praise and blessings for Jesus.  

The church is the people, and we cannot do faith without one another. Knowing that, take a 

moment to text or email someone in your faith community. Think of the people who have served 

as Anna and Simeon in your life – pointing out good news and Jesus when they see it. Send those 

people a message of peace or a short blessing, giving thanks for them. 

 

Call to Prayer  

Once a child in seventh grade was asked by their youth pastor, “Where have you seen God 

today?” Thinking that this must be a trick question, the student began mentally racing through 

their day, trying to imagine what the question could possibly mean. 

“Where had I seen God today?” 

They had spent the day on a hiking trail! All the student had seen were people and nature. As 

panic settled into their gut, unable to answer the question, one of their peers began speaking. She 

spoke of the beauty of the sunrise and how the gift of another day felt holy. Then another friend 

spoke of the little girl they had passed on the trail who had given her a wildflower – an act of 

random kindness to a complete stranger.  

Another peer mentioned David, who had helped pick Josh up when he slipped in the mud, 

showing only genuine concern. And on and on they went, until the student began to see that God 

was everywhere, and it was not enough to keep it inside.  

Seeing God in your midst is one thing. Speaking it out loud for all to hear, that’s entirely 

different. The world needs this good news. We are not called to be silent. Family of faith, let us 

share our prayer of confession. 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of today and tomorrow, we know that your fingerprints are all over this world. And we 

know that those who dream cannot keep silent.  

So today we pray, give us eyes to see you. 

Give us courage to trust you.  

And give us lips to speak of you in our midst.  

Gratefully we pray,  

Amen.  
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A Reading from the Gospels Luke 2:22-40 (NRSV) 

Reading scripture is the central part of worship. Today we read about Simeon and Anna – two 

figures who could not keep silent about the dream unfolding in front of their eyes. Let us listen 

for God speaking to us through these ancient words. 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),  24 and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.”  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 

devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  26 It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah.  27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,  28 Simeon took 

him in his arms and praised God, saying,  

29  “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word;  
30  for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32  a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.”  

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  34 Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 

the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

36   There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of 

a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,  37 then as a widow 

to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 

prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 

the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

39   When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  

 

A Time to Reflect 

1. Notice the characters in this story. For each character, imagine what emotions they might be 

feeling. Which character(s) do you relate to most – Mary, Joseph, Simeon, or Anna?  

2. The text says that Simeon was “moved by the Spirit” (v. 27). Have you ever felt “moved by 

the Spirit?” What does that look like for you?  
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3. Both Anna and Simeon publicly display their faith, telling all who will listen about Jesus and 

their dreams for Jerusalem’s future. What things do you speak up about? What are things you 

have remained silent about? What prevents you from speaking?  

4. Who in your life has been an Anna and Simeon for you? What did they speak about, and how 

did their profession change you? 

5. The text today speaks of Jesus being presented in the temple. In many ways, this mirrors the 

ritual of baptizing babies at a young age in worship. Share a meaningful baptism memory 

with the group, either from your community of faith or from your family. 

6. Finally, focus on the “now what”? What is your takeaway from the story? What are you 

charged to do, think, or feel? 

 

Creative Reflection  “Swell” by Rev. Sarah Are 

As you read the poem “Swell,” underline the words or phrases that stand out to you. What topics 

of conversation create a swell of emotions for you? What things are you so passionate about that 

you cannot help but speak them out loud? 

You know that feeling when you fall in love?  

Time-stands-still and moves too fast. 

You’d give up sleep just to talk all night,  

Because there’s so much to say and not enough time.  

It’s that full to the brim,  

Over the stars,  

Living is dreaming, 

Too-good-to-be-true  

Kind of feeling?  

 

I imagine that’s how Simeon and Anna felt  

When they saw Jesus that day.  

I imagine it was that full to the brim,  

Over the stars,  

Living is dreaming, 

Too-good-to-be-true  

Good news kind of feeling. 

 

I imagine it was love.  

And I imagine that that good, good news  

Swelled to the tip of their tongues 

Until they could not keep silent.  

 

So may we know what Simeon and Anna knew,  

Which is that some dreams we hold close to our chest,  

For ourselves to cherish and never forget.  

But other dreams must be spoken out loud –  

Dreams of justice and love and hope, here and now.  
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So today my prayer is to know that swell,  

For there is good, good news  

That we must tell. 

 

Reflective Prayer 

There are some dreams that we keep to ourselves, but there are others that must be spoken out 

loud. Anna and Simeon speak about their dreams for Jerusalem. They speak of their dreams for 

the Messiah. They could not keep silent. 

To practice speaking aloud our dreams for this world, we invite you to write three things on Post-

It Notes, following the prompts below. We will include them in our Prayer of the People below. 

1. Anna and Simeon begin speaking by praising God. Write something that you are grateful for 

– a piece of good news worthy of praise.  

2. Anna and Simeon have dreams for a better world. Write a dream you have for the world that 

we need to speak about.  

3. Anna and Simeon speak and are heard, but not all people are listened to with the same 

equality in our world. Think of one person or group of people that are speaking, but are not 

being heard. May this be a reminder that we can use our voices for and alongside others.  

 

Prayer of the People Rev. Sarah Are 

We come to you tonight with dreams tucked into our pockets, admitting that at times it feels 

risky to dream. At times it feels risky to ask for too much, to believe in that which we cannot see. 

So instead, we make wishes on stars and search for luck in clover fields. Instead of sinking into 

you, we try to control the narrative. 

However, somewhere rumbling deep in our heart, there is a dream of a better world, trapped like 

a caged bird. Open our eyes to you in our midst. Give us the confidence of Mary to sing into the 

mystery. Dust your dream for us off the shelves of our hearts until once more, we are those who 

dream.  

Holy Dreamer, when they saw Jesus, Anna and Simeon spoke your praise. In this time, we now 

lift our own prayers of gratitude and praise: 

Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or type them into the chat. 

Holy Dreamer, Anna and Simeon had dreams for a better world. We, too, have these dreams – 

and we won’t keep silent about them. We now offer our dreams to you: 

Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or type them into the chat. 

Holy Dreamer, when Anna and Simeon speak, their voices are heard and what they say is 

received with reverence. Yet, we live in a world where not all voices are heard – instead, many 

are silenced. We now lift our prayers for those whose voices are silenced or muted: 

Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or type them into the chat. 

Holy God, we lift all these prayers, written and unwritten, spoken and unspoken, to you. Hold 

them with care. Give them life. Breathe your grace into them and make all things new. Amen. 



6 
 

 

Benediction Rev. Sarah Are 

Divine Voice, in the beginning, it was you who spoke over the water and brought forth 

creation. And then it was you who asked, “Cain, where is your brother?” It was you who spoke 

to Elijah in a still, small, voice. And it was you, through angels, who spoke to Mary and Joseph 

and the shepherds.  

You have always been speaking – in words, in memories, in songs, and in dreams.  

So today, as we prepare to hear your word read aloud, we ask that you would speak to us once 

again – as only you can – so that we might speak this same good news to others.  

We are listening.  

We are grateful.  

Amen.  


