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Dec. 26 , 2021                                  Heritage Presbyterian Church                                       10:00 a.m. 

   Lessons and Carols Virtual Worship 

 
Prelude “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

Mendelssohn, arr. Ron Loree © 1995 Lorenz Publishing 
 

Gathering Words                                                                                                           – from Luke 2:8-20 

On the night Christ was born, the shepherds were gathered in the fields, guarding their sheep. 
Suddenly, the darkness was pierced with the light and glory of heaven.  

Though the shepherds were terrified, the angel told them, “Don’t be afraid!” 

For their message was good news — the best that there could be. 

“Joy is here for all people! The Savior has come for one and all!” 

The shepherds quickly went to see the truth of what the angel said. 

We have gathered today to hear this Good News of joy once again.  

We have come to see the truth that the peace of heaven is here. 

Let us glorify and praise the Lord together. 

 

Gathering Carol “Love Has Come” #110, vv.1-2  

1 Love has come: a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 
2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel. 

 

Candle Lighting “Amaharo” 

 

Call to Prayer 

Let us join our voices with the angels as we come to the Lord in prayer. 
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Prayer of Confession Rev. Sarah Are 

Ever-present God, from time to time we dream radical dreams. We dream of freedom for the 
imprisoned, food for the hungry, and equality for all.  

We dream bold, radical dreams, until the world tells us that these dreams are 
impossible.  

And when that happens, we are tempted to tuck our dreams into coat pockets and let them 
collect dust on the shelves of our hearts. Forgive us for giving up so easily, for on this night we 
remember and celebrate a radical dream — that you dwelled among us.  

Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the shelf with the confidence that with 
you, the impossible is possible.  

With you, a light always shines in the darkness.  

With you, even an unwed teenage couple and a band of shepherds can bring joy to the 
world.  

Thanks be to God for a dream like that.  

Amen.  

 

Words of Life Isaiah 9:2 (CEB) 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-dark land, light 
has dawned. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have been restored to the light of God’s salvation. 

 

Our Response “O Come All Ye Faithful” #133 refrain 

O come, let us adore him. O come, let us adore him. 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

The Peace 
 

Anthem “Your Peace Will Make Us Free” 
 

A Reading from the Gospels Luke 2:1-7 (NRSV) 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to 
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deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Carol “What Child Is This?” #145 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 
the cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, one and all, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

A Reading from the Gospels Luke 2:8-14 (NRSV) 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
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14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors! 
 

Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” #113 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

A Reading from the Gospels Luke 2:15-20 (NRSV) 
 

Song of Joy “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” #100 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 
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2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 
 
3 From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears 
every tyrant from his throne. 

 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us 
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 
 

A Reading from the Prophets Isaiah 9:2-7 (NRSV) 

 

Anthem “Let Heaven and Nature Sing: A Sacred Melody” 

 

A Reading from the Psalms Psalm 126 (NRSV) 

 

Response “Sing Out, My Soul” #646 

Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul. 
Sing out and glorify the Lord who sets us free. 
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul. 
Sing out and glorify the Lord God! 
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Prayer “Go Tell it on the Mountain” #136 

Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 
 
3 Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude  “Joy to the World” #134 

 

 


