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Heritage Presbyterian Church 
 

Dec. 20, 2020              4th Sunday of Advent              10:00 a.m. 

 

Those who dream... are not alone (love) 
 

Much of today’s liturgy is written by or adapted from  

Rev. Sarah Are of A Sanctified Art. 

 

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

This week, we recognize what preceded Mary’s song of praise: 

news that was disorienting and bewildering, possibly threatening 

her life. Together, Mary and Elizabeth find courage and comfort 

in spite of their unusual circumstances. We, too, are called to 

carry, support, and encourage one another’s dreams. 

~ A Sanctified Art 

Prelude             “What Is This Lovely Fragrance?”   

French melody, arr. Becket 

                                         



2 

 

Gathering Words                                                  Rev. Sarah Are 

I knew joy, but when I heard the laugh of a child;  

suddenly, joy was overflowing.  

I knew love, but when you held my hand;  

suddenly, love was overflowing.  

I knew God, but when I was shown grace, when I was forgiven, 

when I was loved;  

suddenly, God was overflowing.  

So, let us worship Holy God together as a reminder that God is 

here, and we are never alone. This is community.  

This is the body of Christ.  

Welcome home. 

 

Response        “Where Two or Three Are Gathered”        Harding 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there, I am there. 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Love 

 Rev. Sarah Are 

I dream of music that makes my heart swell.  

I dream of trees that take my breath away.  

I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light. 

I dream of family dinners that feel like home.  

I dream of church services that give me hope.  

I dream of love as the default. 

So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle 

of love.  

Light candle. 
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May this light burn bright as a reminder that God is here, and 

God is love.  

We are not alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.  

 

Gathering Hymn #88  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vv. 1-2 

(The music is printed on page 11 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer  

Let us fling wide the portals of our hearts with love and joy as 

we offer our prayers to God. 

 

Prayer of Confession                                            Rev. Sarah Are 

God of Good News, you say to us, “You are highly favored,” 

but we struggle to see how that could be. You say to us, “Do 

not be afraid,” but we are afraid all the time. You say to us, 

“Even the impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth!” 

But hope slips through our hands like water. The 

impossible still feels impossible.  

Today we pray: Teach us to sing like Mary. Teach us to laugh 

like Elizabeth. Teach us to trust like the angels.  

Forgive us when we can only do one at a time, or none at 

all.  

silent confession 

Amen. 

 

Words of Life   – from 1 John 3:1 (NIV) 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 

should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 

has not yet been made known.  



4 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have been restored to the 

love of God’s salvation. 

  

Our Response #134  “Joy to the World”  (verse 3) 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination    Rev. Sarah Are 

Holy God, before you could speak, you were speaking –  

leaping in wombs, kicking, stretching, jumping for joy. You 

have always found a way to show up in our midst, particularly 

on our fearful or lonely days.  

Today, as we come to hear your Word, we ask that you 

would move again.  

Stir in us. Speak to us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit.  

Before you could speak, you were speaking, so here and 

now, Creator God, we are listening. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Prophets   Isaiah 9:2-7 (NRSV) 

2  The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness –  

  on them light has shined.  
3  You have multiplied the nation, 
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  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4  For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
5  For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6  For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7  His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Response #88  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verses 3-4 

(The music is printed on page 11 of the bulletin.) 

 

A Reading from the Gospels   Luke 1:26-45 (NRSV) 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 

in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
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The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and 

will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son 

of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 

also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 

said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let 

it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 

from her. 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 

town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 

are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 

my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is 

she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Message      “Those Who Dream…Are Not Alone (Love)”  

                           Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Sung Response #88   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  vv. 5-7 

(The music is printed on page 11 of the bulletin.) 
   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24921c
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Prayer 

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   

Call to Offering     

In response to God’s love and faithfulness, let us continue to 

worship with our offering. 

 

Doxology #113  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 113 (refrain) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)  

God, we love because you first loved us. In the same way, 

you first provided abundantly for us, so now we are able 

to return these gifts to you. May they demonstrate your 

love and faithfulness in the world. Amen. 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

 

Sending Song #133   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  verses 1-3 

(The music is printed on page 12 of the bulletin.) 

 

Benediction     
 
Postlude      “Now Is Born the Divine Christ Child”      Davidson 
 

• • • 

Today and This Week at Heritage 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Dale Pforr 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship and Prayer 
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Christmas Eve at Heritage 

  4:30  p.m. Live/Zoom service, front entrance of Tudor Oaks 

    (weather permitting) 

  Virtual Christmas Eve Service available online 

 

Next Sunday at Heritage, Dec. 27 

1st Sunday of Christmas 

10:00 a.m.  At-Home Service Creative Reflection,  

       Rev. Sarah Are 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 

 

A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Andy & Sara Pforr, Addy and Jonah 

    Judi Fellows 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Presbytery of St. Andrew, MS 

 The people of Taiwan 

 

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Saudi Arabia  

                 

In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
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Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Jean Ripple, Pat Zebrick, 

and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall 

 

Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website:  

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

 

Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

Please join us on Wednesday, Jan. 6 at 3:00 p.m. for a Prayer and 

Meditation gathering via Zoom. No meeting on Dec. 23. The 

information is below (same link each week) and it is also set up 

as an event on our Facebook page. 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0

pwdjQ2QT09   

Audio only using any phone (you will need to enter meeting ID 

and password): 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 730 001 908  |  Password: 0561 

Christmas Eve Service, 4:30 p.m. Tudor Oaks (front entrance) 

Join us at Tudor Oaks as we celebrate Christmas with a 

live/Zoom outdoor service at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 

24. A special online service will also be available for you to 

enjoy. 

https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“Where Two or Three Are Gathered” 

Words: Matthew 18:20 

Music: Bruce Harding  

Music © 2002 Evensong Worship Resources 

 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Text: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite 

Music: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1852; arr. John 

Weaver, 1988 

Music Arr. © 1990 John Weaver 

 

“Joy to the World” 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1791, alt. 

Music  Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 

1836 

 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. 

Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937 

 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Text: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 

1841, alt. 

Music: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 

1906 
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