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Heritage Presbyterian Church 
 

Dec. 13, 2020              3rd  Sunday of Advent              10:00 a.m. 

 

Those Who Dream...Sow Joy 
 

Much of today’s liturgy is written by or adapted from  

Rev. Sarah Are of A Sanctified Art. 

 

We Gather in God’s Name      

              

As We Prepare for Worship  

Ultimately, dreams sow joy, even if that joy doesn’t immediately 

spring forth. Sowing seeds into the soil always feels risky and 

feeble – how can something so small become something so 

beautiful, so big, and so nourishing? Like Mary, we are called to 

tend and nurture the dreams God has woven into us.  

~ A Sanctified Art 
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Prelude                     “I Wonder as I Wander” 

    Appalachian Folk Song, arr. C. E. Walz 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 

 

A Visit from the Anticipation Angel 

                                         

Gathering Words   Zephaniah 3:17 (NLT) 

For the LORD your God is living among you. 

God is a mighty savior. 

God will take delight in you with gladness. 

With love, God will calm all your fears. 

God will rejoice over you with joyful songs. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

      

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Peace    

           Rev. Sarah Are 

I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. 

I dream of laughter that is contagious.  

I dream of birthday candles.  

I dream of another beautiful year.  

I dream of family game nights. 

I dream of dinner parties with friends.  

I dream of pillow forts, of fireflies, and of front porch swings.  

I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes 

from God.  

So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that God’s 

dream for this world involves the end of all tears. God’s dream 

for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious.  
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So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing.  

May we dance.  

May we laugh.  

May we hold onto the people we love.  

Light candle  

May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy 

resistance. Amen.  

 

Gathering Song #100  “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”     

(The music is printed on pages 11-12 of the bulletin.) 

 

Call to Prayer    – from Romans 12:12 

Joyful in hope, patient in affliction, let us also be faithful in 

prayer. 

 

Prayer of Confession                                            Rev. Sarah Are 

O Great Writer, with a sky full of stars and a world full of 

flowers, there should be no end to our joy. And yet, instead of 

decorating our very selves with joy, we let it slip away like 

loose change. 

Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David, we 

pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. 

Forgive us. 

silent confession 

Teach us the ways of children, who laugh and dance and sing as 

if joy is the very thing that keeps them alive. Maybe they have 

joy figured out.  

Gratefully we pray, amen.  

 

 

 

 



4 

 

Words of Life   Psalm 126:1-4 (NRSV) 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 

those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and 

our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the 

nations, 

“The LORD has done great things for them.”  

The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have been restored to the 

joy of God’s salvation. 

  

Our Response #134  “Joy to the World”  (verse 3) 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

God’s Word Comes Alive 

 

Prayer for Illumination    Rev. Sarah Are 

Creator God, Scripture is flooded with dream-like images: the 

lion lying down with the lamb, justice rolling like a mighty 

river, swords being beaten into plowshares, the prisoner being 

set free, good news to the oppressed, the whole world rejoicing.  

To our human ears, there are times when these words can 

sound like nothing more than a far-off dream –  

downplaying prophecy to fantasy.  
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However, what we know is that to dream is to hope, and to 

hope is to imagine, and to imagine is to wonder, and to wonder 

is to believe, and to believe is to live and breathe for your 

promised day.  

So give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God.  

For deep down, we know your words are the very thing we 

need. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Psalms    Psalm 126 (NRSV) 
1  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  we were like those who dream.  
2  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

 then it was said among the nations, 

  “The LORD has done great things for them.”  
3  The LORD has done great things for us, 

  and we rejoiced. 
   

4     Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
5  May those who sow in tears 

  reap with shouts of joy.  
6  Those who go out weeping, 

  bearing the seed for sowing, 

 shall come home with shouts of joy, 

           carrying their sheaves. 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Response #646   “Sing Out, My Soul” 

(The music is printed on page 13 of the bulletin.) 
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A Reading from the Gospels   Luke 1:46-55 NRSV    

46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

Message      “Those Who Dream…Sow Joy”  

                           Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

 

Choral Anthem                 “Holy Is Your Name”                  Rand 
   

Prayer 

God’s Gifts Are Recognized with Thanks   

Call to Offering    Psalm 126:1-2 (NRSV) 

The psalmist writes: 

 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  we were like those who dream.  
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 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

  and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

Let us rejoice in our offering. 

 

Doxology #113  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 113 (refrain) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)  – with Isaiah 61:1 

Holy God, you have called us as your people to bring your 

Good News to the world. May these gifts bring good news 

to the oppressed, healing for the broken-hearted, liberty 

to the captive, and release to the prisoners. Amen. 

 

God Goes with Us into the World 

 

Sending Song #145 “What Child Is This” 

(The music is printed on page 14 of the bulletin.) 

 

Benediction     
 
Postlude    “Sing We Now of Christmas”   French carol, arr. Cain 
 

• • • 

Today and This Week at Heritage 

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Judi Fellows 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship and Prayer 

 

Next Week at Heritage, Dec. 20 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

10:00 a.m.  Virtual Worship Rev. Michelle Henrichs 

  Liturgist Dale Pforr 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship via Zoom 
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A Visit with the Pastor 

If you would like a visit with Pastor Michelle, please contact her 

at 262-488-5100, or mahenrichs@gmail.com. You may also 

leave a message with the church office at 414-425-2050.  

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

Each week, we remember two families in prayer. We thank God 

for them, ask God’s blessing upon them and God’s presence   

with them. Please keep these highlighted families and the other 

listed people and places in your personal prayers throughout  

the week. 

Highlighted Families:  Kathy Buehler 

       Chris, Kayla, and Tim 

            Roger & Brandy Bohman 

       Emily and John 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Presbytery of Sheppards  and 

Lapsley, Alabama 

 The people of Vanuatu 

 

Praying for the Persecuted Church: Qatar  

 

Anniversary Dec. 19 Andy & Sara Pforr 

                        

In Our Prayers 

If there are any prayer requests you would like to share, please 

send them to roxannelawrence77@gmail.com or post them on 

Heritage’s website and Roxanne will send them out. 

Our Ongoing Prayer List 

Karen Anderson, Roxanne Lawrence, Jean Ripple, Pat Zebrick, 

and Jane Arloszynski’s brother Earl Duckwall 

 

 

 

mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
mailto:roxannelawrence77@gmail.com
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Announcements 
 

Important News from Heritage 

While Tudor Oaks is closed to outside visitors, we will still be 

worshipping. Pastor Michelle will prepare a video worship 

service that will be available on our website:  

(https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com) by 10:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. Even if we can’t be together in person, we can still be 

together in Spirit. 

If you have any questions or are in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Michelle (mahenrichs@gmail.com). 

 

 

Prayer and Meditation via Zoom 

Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 3:00 

p.m. for a Prayer and Meditation gathering via Zoom. Our next 

meeting date is December 23. The information is below (same 

link each week) and it is also set up as an event on our Facebook 

page. 

https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0

pwdjQ2QT09   

Audio only using any phone (you will need to enter meeting ID 

and password): 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 730 001 908  |  Password: 056113 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Join us as we celebrate Christmas with a live Zoom service at 

4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 24. (No in-person gathering, 

due to rising COVID numbers.) A special online service will also 

be available for you to enjoy! 

 

 

https://www.heritagechurchmuskego.com/
mailto:mahenrichs@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/730001908?pwd=a2Y2K2thUUxzZnR1L01kL0pwdjQ2QT09
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Copyright Notice 

 

The music in today’s bulletin is printed under OneLicense #A-

703550 and CCLI #11527801. 

 

“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” 

Text: Rory Cooney, 1990 

Music: Irish melody, arr. Rory Cooney, 1990 

Text and Music Arr. © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“Joy to the World” 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1791, alt. 

Music  Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 

1836 

 

“Sing Out, My Soul” 

Text: Taizé Community, 1978 

Music: Jacques Berthier, 1978 

Text and Music © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA 

Publications, Inc.)  

 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Text: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. 

Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937 

 

“What Child Is This” 

Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1871 

Music: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and 

Old,  1871 
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