
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 
ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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December 20, 2020 - 9:30 am 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Let There Be Peace on Earth      Soloist Kade Livingston 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”             Page 240 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 
3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 
 
4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings.  Let your lights be shining! 
 
 
HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway”     Page 264 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
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2 God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him!  Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you!  No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 
3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly 
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to 
establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the 
Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the 
people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, 
the messiah, God’s anointed. 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 
LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 
great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel 
and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
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11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Luke 1:46b-55 
(Sing in Unison) 

You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation. R 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 
 
 
Second Reading:   Romans 16:25-27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, 
divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ 
in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
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25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to 
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation

 
 
Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:26-38 
Glory to you, O Lord 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for 
ordinary people from little known places. This king will not be born to 
royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the 
role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
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David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



8 
 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 
 
Offering Prayer   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every 
season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will 
receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Words of Institution and Communion 
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for remembrance of me.  Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
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Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”     Page 275 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Refrain 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn 
king. 

 
2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.  Refrain 
  
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star.  Refrain 
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4 All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One.  Refrain 
 
 
Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Chris Amick, Cliff Hughes, Justin Hughes, John & 
Sara Crim 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jason Fulmer 
Acolyte:  Joshua Lindler 
Lay Reader:  Debbie Fulmer  
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
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Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 
please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 

 
 

REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION 
There will be 3 separate communion stations at which we will receive a 
single-file line, appropriately distanced, at each station.  After receiving 
the bread and wine, each person will return to their car or boat.  Those 
who cannot come forward may remain in their cars, having the driver 

wave to have the elements brought to them if they wish.  If you do not 
feel comfortable participating in communion, please feel free to refrain 

from communing at this time. 

 
 
 
 

Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 168 

Offering $7,015 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYERS will be inserts this week! 
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December 20, 2020 + Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Called into the Future 

 

In Luke’s first words about Mary, she sounds unflappable. In most scripture 
stories, a visit from an angel provokes terror, but when the angel Gabriel 
appears to Mary, she isn’t scared. She’s curious. Even when the angel 
delivers the astonishing news that she will become pregnant with the Son 
of the Most High God whose glorious kingdom will never end, her response 
is a simple question: “How can this be?” (Luke 1:34). 

The angel reminds her that God’s powerful Spirit works in mysterious ways. 
Anything is possible with God! That’s all the explanation Mary needs. “Here 
I am,” she declares. She is God’s servant, and she is up for the task. What 
courage it must have taken to say yes! Parenthood is demanding to begin 
with. Giving birth to the King of kings must have come with its own unique 
set of challenges. This moment will change the course of her life. 

Mary found strength in the knowledge that she was not alone. The first 
thing the angel said to her was: “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). Mary 
knew that she was held in God’s presence even before she understood what 
lay ahead of her. She was “favored” by God, seen and known and loved. 
Whatever future she was called into, she could trust the one who led her. 
That faith is the foundation for Mary’s “Yes.” 

Like Mary, we, too, are servants of the Most High God, who calls us into 
“ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pp. 304, 317). 
Even when we don’t feel quite as composed as Mary, we can trust in the 
same promise she did: we are loved by the God who makes impossible 
things possible and goes with us into whatever our futures hold. 
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