
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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December 13, 2020 - 9:30 am 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Preservice Music/Prelude          Handbells 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Call to Worship “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”     Choir 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 
HYMN 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (v. 1,2,3) 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
    He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 
 
 
Hymn Reading              Dorothy Longshore 
 
 
Hymn “Joy to the World”           Page 267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth re- 
ceive her king; let ev'ry heart prepare him  
room  and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature  
sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their  

songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and  
plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding  
joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns in- 
fest the ground; he comes to make his blessings  
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is  
found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the  

nations prove the glories of his righteous- 
ness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his  
love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is 
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as 
God desires. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by 
sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have 
not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we 
have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake 
us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of 
Christ.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify 
to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn Reading             Edith Hawkins 
 
 
Hymn “What Child Is This”          Page 296 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are 

keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they 
continued to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee 
year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, 
announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for 
those who mourn. 
 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed 
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 
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 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit.  They will be called oaks of righteousness,   
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations. 

 8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge   
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what 
is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 126 
(Sing in Unison) 

The LORD has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3) 
 1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts 
of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things 
for them.” 
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 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R 
 
 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to 
live lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing 
is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 
this. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation
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Holy Gospel according to John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Glory to You, O Lord 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist 
is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from 
himself to Christ, the true light. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and 
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn Reading             Debby Fulmer 
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Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”        Page 270 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!   Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem 
 
 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”          Choir 
 
 
Offering Prayer   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in 
every season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world 
will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.  
Amen. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn Reading       Nancy Richardson 
 
 
Hymn “Silent Night”            Page 281 

1 Silent night, holy night!  All is calm,  
all is bright  round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly  
peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake  

at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar,  
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!   Christ, the Savior, is  
born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night!  Son of God,  

love's pure light radiant beams from your holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  Jesus, Lord, at your  
birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Chris Amick, Cliff Hughes, Justin Hughes, John & Sara 
Crim 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jason Fulmer 
Acolyte:  Joshua Lindler 
Lay Reader:  Julie Livingston  
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for outdoor 
worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, please contact any 
Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you need assistance, and thanks so much for 
being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 

Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 175 

Offering $8,052 
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December 13, 2020 + Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Who Are You? 
 
John knows who he is. When the Pharisees’ messengers demand that 
John give his credentials, he confidently responds that he is on a divinely 
appointed mission to witness to the light of Christ. He references the 
Hebrew Scriptures, orienting himself within the wider story of God’s 
relationship with Israel. John knows that his testimony is important. 
 
It is notable that John also knows who he is not. In this conversation 
alone, he clarifies that he is not the Messiah, nor a reincarnation of 
Elijah, nor a prophet. He emphasizes that he is not even worthy to untie 
the sandals of the one who comes after him. In other words, John has 
the humility to admit that he is not Jesus. 
 
The gospel writer says that John “confessed” these declarations about 
who he was and who he was not (John 1:20). This means that he freely 
gave public testimony, going “on the record,” so to speak. 
 
Today, many Lutheran churches include a rite of communal confession 
during Sunday worship. When we confess together, we publicly declare 
who we are not by naming our captivity to sin. We are not God. We have 
not loved God wholeheartedly and have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. Yet, confession also reminds us who we are. We are children 
of God. In the words of absolution, we hear the truth that we are 
completely forgiven by God, we are made alive in Christ, and we are 
strengthened with the power of the Holy Spirit (Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, pp. 95–96). 
 
The practice of repentance is a return to our baptismal vocation. We 
declare not only who we are but whose we are. We belong to God, who 
renews us to live in service of the gospel. Like John, we are witnesses to 
the light of Christ, and we are called to reflect that light as it shines in 
our lives and in our world. 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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