
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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December 6, 2020 - 9:30 am 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 
HYMN 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (v. 1,2) 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 
 
 
HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        Page 254 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
2 Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is 
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by 
sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have 
not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we 
have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake 
us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of 
God’s people in Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for 



4 
 

her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because 
the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD 
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
(Sing in Unison) 

Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 
 1You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD; 
  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
 2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
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  and blotted out | all their sins. 
 8I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 
their | hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 
 
 
 
Second Reading:  2 Peter 3:8-15A 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent 
of Jesus, especially concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The 
author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming 
of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not 
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and 
the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 
12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to 
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be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation

 
 
 
Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:1-8 
Glory to You, O Lord 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the 
Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2As it 
is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
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down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 
 
 
Offering Prayer   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in 
every season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world 
will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN “Fling Wide the Door”               Page 259 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; the King of glory 
comes in state; the Lord of lords and King of kings, the  
Savior of the world who brings his great salvation  
to the earth.  So raise a shout of holy mirth and  
praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit, Word. 

 
2 He is the rock of our belief, the heart of mercy's  

gentle self.  His kingly crown is holiness;  his  
scepter is his loveliness; he brings our sorrows  
to an end.   Now gladly praise our king and friend, and  
worship him with song for saving us from wrong. 
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3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands that live by their true  
king's commands.  And blessed be the hearts he rules, the  
humble places where he dwells.  He is the rightful  
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, cre- 
ator of the world, our only strength for good. 

 
4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; our hearts are open  

wide in trust.  Oh, show us now your lovely grace, up- 
on our sorrows shine your face, and let your Holy  
Spirit guide our journey in your grace so wide.  We  
praise your holy name, from age to age the same! 

 
 
 
Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  
Love offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
 

Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 169 

Offering $7,712.55 
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Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Chris Metts, Chris Amick, Cliff Hughes, Justin 
Hughes 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jason Fulmer 
Lay Reader:  Dorothy Longshore  
Acolyte:  Kash Wessinger 
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
 DON’T STOP NOW!!!  LAKESHORE SERVICES will continue until 

further notice, so please continue to join us for worship by car or boat!  
While present at our drive-in service, you can now tune to 90.1 FM on 
your radio for a more up-close and personal audio experience!  A copy 
of our weekly bulletin is available online for those who are watching on 
Facebook or in a boat; visit our website, macedonialutheran.net, click 
on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin to view it.  As other changes 
arise, we will announce them here at the service, on our Facebook page 
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“Macedonia Lutheran Church – ELCA” and on our website.  We are truly 
blessed to be able to come together for drive-in worship, and we 
sincerely appreciate the love and support of our members and this 
wonderful community!  

 On behalf of Silverstreet Lutheran Church, and to show our love 
for the Christ child, we would like to extend an invitation to your 
congregation to a Drive-Thru Nativity in Nine Living Scenes.  This will 
be a re-enactment of the Christmas story by members of our church on 
Sunday, December 20th, 6 - 8 pm. 

 Attention all Macedonia members over age 75:  If you’re 
interested in having a free blue emergency address sign, please contact 
Jan Acquisto 803-924-9642. 

 Joint WELCA Meeting TODAY, Dec. 6, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the 
fellowship hall. 

 The Goldies Christmas Meal will be held at the church on Monday, 
December 7th, 10 am. 

 CHRISTMAS CARDS:   While we are accustomed to placing Christmas 
cards in the member mailboxes in the parish hall, we ask that you 
instead give the cards to an usher at the exit gates in the coming weeks.  
The cards will then be distributed for you into the appropriate mailboxes 
in the hallway.  We are currently working on a safe solution to have the 
cards batched and given to their respective recipients. Thank you for 
your patience, and please stay tuned for updates. 

 Christmas singalongs will be held live on our Facebook page 
every Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm through December 23rd!  Please 
join us from the comfort of your home as Macedonia’s Choir hosts this 
joyful weekly event!  To make a special request, please contact Julie 
Livingston or any choir member. The songs can be any Christmas carol, 
not just church hymns. This will be such a fun time since we are not 
able to go Christmas caroling this year! 

 Thank you for the overwhelming response to our Sistercare 
Christmas Angel Tree Project. Over $3,500 was collected!!! Woohoo!! 
Your generous donations will brighten the Christmas of so many abused 
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women and children at Sistercare. You’re the best!❤ Jan Acquisto 
 THANK YOU! Our youth group recently collected “Blessing Bags” of 

nonperishable food items for our local food pantries.  We would like to 
thank everyone for all of the donated items.  There were a total of 130 
bags collected - we divided these up and delivered these items to 
Newberry Manna House, as well as Pomaria Food Pantry.  Thank you 
again So very much - these Blessing Bags will be a huge blessing to 
many needy families in our community.  We love our church!  May God 
bless each of you and your families!  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Wightman United Methodist Church invites you:  Mark your 
calendars for December 18th at 6 pm at the Wightman Walking Track!  
Let's gather together during this Advent Season in order to share the 
light of Christ!  We will provide candles and sing together around the 
Crèche (Nativity Scene). 

 We have an opening on the 2021 flower chart for December 12th.  
If you would like to sign up for this date, please contact Mary 
Bedenbaugh.  Thank you! 

 CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE:  Between 1 and 3 pm, you are welcome 
to drop in for communion in our sanctuary.   Our lakeshore Christmas 
Eve service with communion will follow at 4 pm.  We hope you will join 
us! 
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Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Craig & *Tina Hipp Joe Sabbagha 
Jeannette Ayers Justin Hughes Shelby Seibert 
Dorothy Berenbrok Richard & Freida Koon Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Frank Lyerly Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Dale McCoin Larry Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 
Juanita Fulmer Bill Rampey  
Ola Mae Fulmer Karen Ruff  

    
Prayer Requests - Friends 

Tracey Coward Lynnette Lever 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 

Michael Wise 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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November Memorials 

In memory of: In memory of: 
Jeremey Schumpert 

Frank Lyerly 
David & Judy Graham 
Edith Hawkins to LMM 
Henry & Phyllis Auton 

Petrea Circle to Cemetery fund 
Calvin & Virginia Lindler 

Jimmy Shealy to Handbell fund 
Harold & Ola Mae Fulmer 

Monroe & Juanita Fulmer to ICS 
Ann Bedenbaugh 

Bill Morris 
Tony & Gay Rawls 

Johnette & Brian Shaffer 
Kathy Meade to FLC 

JoAnn Fulmer 
Sal & Jan Acquisto to ICS 
Pat & Michael Dominick 

Karen Ruff 
Ann Bedenbaugh 

Richard & Freida Koon 
Andy & Jennifer Moore 

Harold & Ola Mae Fulmer 
Jimmy Shealy to Handbell fund 

Kathy Meade to FLC 
Christine Senn 

Calvin & Virginia Lindler 
Ray & Joan Slice to FLC 
Henry & Phyllis Auton 

Barbara Lyerly 
Steven Long to Handbell fund 

Sandy Bennett to Handbell fund 
Henry & Phyllis Auton 

Elizabeth “Lib” Adams 
Edith Hawkins to WELCA 

Petrea Circle to Handbell fund 
Fran Hentz to KFC 

Narvice Wise Harmon 
Edith Hawkins to WELCA 

Vickie Yarbrough 
Sandy Bennett to Goldies 

Skip Garrett 
Sandy Bennett to FLC 

Myrtle & Leroy Lindler 
Calvin & Virginia Lindler 

Ed Ruff 
Sandy Bennett to FLC 

Joye Irons 
Dorothy & Patrick Longshore to FLC 

Freida & Richard Koon to FLC 
Seber Ray Amick 

Andy & Jennifer Moore to Backpack fund                         Frank Lyerly 
Henry & Phyllis Auton                                        Bibba Carter to LMM 
Petrea Circle to Cemetery fund                         Edith Hawkins to LMM 
Brian & Johnette Shaffer                                      Fran Hentz to LMM 
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December 6, 2020 + Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Pointing to Christ 
 
Mark’s gospel opens with fanfare: a herald announcing the good news 
that the Lord is on the way! It’s time to prepare for the Savior! The role 
model for this process of preparation is an unusual character. He lives in 
the wild, wears animal skins, and eats insects. Because of his extreme 
lifestyle, John the Baptist is often portrayed as a madman living on the 
fringes of society. 
 
Yet, the text makes clear that John was a respected faith leader. People 
from all over the region were coming to him to be baptized. In John’s 
context, living in the desert and eating a foraged diet were signs of 
spiritual commitment, not lunacy. We might imagine John as a precursor 
to the Christian desert mothers and fathers who came after him, wise 
teachers who lived in voluntary isolation. People made a point to come 
hear what these teachers had to say. 
 
John used his influence to point to Jesus. Although he had a popular 
ministry of his own, John understood that his call to prepare the way for 
Jesus involved humility and service. He told others he wasn’t even 
worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals, a sentiment that was meant to elevate 
Jesus, not to demean John. He wanted to communicate how 
transformative Jesus’ ministry would be. “I have baptized with water,” 
John proclaimed, “but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 
1:8). 
 
As we declare in our baptismal rite, that same Holy Spirit calls us into 
baptism and seals us with the mark of Christ forever. We, like John, are 
called to humble service for the sake of God’s mission in the world, to 
use our unique gifts and vocations to point to Jesus. We become 
messengers proclaiming the good news: God has come to dwell with us. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 


