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Established 1847, 174th Year of Ministry 

 

 

“To love, to serve, and to seek the Kingdom of God 

through a growing relationship with Jesus Christ” 
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December 5, 2021 

8:30 am & 10:30 am  

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God and 

in memory of David Lindler and Ken Hughes 

by Cliff & Tammy Hughes 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (v. 1,2)      Page 240 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
716975.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway”         Page 264 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

 Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 

 Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
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 God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  
Refrain 

 
3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

 Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

 So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-716975.  All rights reserved. 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
 

 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his 

name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the 
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Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 
refined. 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Luke 1:68-79 
(Sing in Unison) 

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break 
upon us. (Lk. 1:78) 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 

 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David. R 

 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from 
our enemies, 

  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 

  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 

  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 

 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R 

 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 

 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 



7 

 

  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of 

death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R 

 

 

Second Reading:  Philippians 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this 
letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. 

Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with 
his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in 

the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 

day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 

with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation  
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Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:1-6 
Glory to You, O Lord 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by 
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of 

human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority 
that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 

brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every 

valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”     Page 251 
 
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior's praise! 

 You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 

 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim— 
 great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. 
 
2 To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows. 

 With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 
 The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 

 the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. 
 
3 To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure; 

 the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 
 Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word, 

 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored. 
 
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-716975.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 

 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of  
blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may 

be fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; u- 
nite them with the prayers we offer now.  Grace our table with your 

presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

 

Offering Prayer   
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

peace.  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn “Joy to the World”           Page 267 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth re- 
ceive her king; let ev'ry heart prepare him  

room  and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature  
sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their  

songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and  

plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding  
joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns in- 

fest the ground; he comes to make his blessings  

flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is  
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found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the  
nations prove the glories of his righteous- 

ness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his  

love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Today’s Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters:  John & Sara Crim, Alex Crim, Doug Hipp 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jason Fulmer 

Lay Readers:  8:30 – James David Lindler; 10:30 – Rick Richardson 
Acolytes:  Joshua Lindler, Kash Wessinger  

Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 

juliewillingham5@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Jeannie Cox, 803-364-3786, 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  

Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 

 
 

 

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
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A special welcome to Macedonia!  Thanks so much for being with us today!  If you need 
assistance with anything, please ask an usher.  At our lakeshore services, you are welcome to 
dress casually and appropriately for outdoor worship.  Contact a church council member or the 

pastor if you wish to become a member, be baptized, or receive Holy Communion.  Come again 

soon! 

 

 

Attendance last week 

8:30 Drive-in Service 161 

9:30 Sunday School 63 

10:30 Sanctuary Service 37 

Offering $5,726 

 

 
 

 
• Tune to 90.1 FM to listen on your radio if you are worshipping from 

your car. 
• Join us for bible study in person or via Zoom Wednesdays at 11 am! 

• Jubilation Choir practices at 4:30 pm on Sundays that KFC meets. 
• Gentlemen are invited to Cathy’s in Prosperity for the Men’s Breakfast 

every other Wednesday at 7:30 am.  
• Macedonia will have a Christmas float (decorated by our youth 

group) in the Prosperity Christmas Parade TODAY.  If you would like 
to ride in the parade with us, we would love to have you join us!!  The 

parade starts at 3:00 pm, but we will need to be in the line-up by 2:00 
pm.  Our number in the parade is #32.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Julie Alewine or Julie Livingston.  Thank you! 

• Macedonia WELCA will have their Winter Quarterly meeting 
TODAY at 5 PM in the fellowship hall.  Please note the change in 

time.  The Fellowship Circle is the program leader and hostess.  Our 
program is entitled “Away from the Manger”.  The congregation is 

cordially invited to attend! 
• It’s time to order poinsettias!  Please request an order form from an 

usher, and note any special dedication on the form.  The cost is $10.50 
this year.  You may also order by calling or texting Lynn Dowd at 803-

360-5704 and leaving your money with an usher, in the office or mailing 
it to Lynn.  Order deadline is December 8th.  Please call Lynn with any 

questions. 

tel:803-360-5704
tel:803-360-5704
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• Attention Parents:  The Jubilation Choir/Sunday School Children 
(ages kindergarten-fifth grade) will be singing at the 10:30 service on 

Sunday, December 12th. There will only be one service that Sunday. 
Please have your child at the choir room at 10:20, as they will be 

singing right after the prelude at the beginning of the service. After they 
finish singing they will go sit with their parents.  If you have any 

questions please call, text or email me: (803)295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com.  Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord! Psalm 

100:1.  Thanks so much!  Blessings!  Julie Livingston   
• Silverstreet Lutheran Church invites everyone to their re-enactment 

of the Christmas story in a drive-thru nativity in nine living scenes on 
Saturday, December 18th, 6 pm.  Rain date:  Sunday, December 19th, 

6 pm.   

• Our youth will be doing a Christmas nativity on December 19th at 

the 10:30 service. 

• There will be 2 Christmas Eve services with Holy Communion at 

4 and 9 pm.  Come and see! 
• Beginning in January, services on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 

month will include Holy Communion. 
• A heartfelt thank-you to all who gave Christmas Shoeboxes for 

Samaritan's Purse this year. A total of 105 boxes were given, 88 
delivered and 17 purchased on-line. Just imagine the joy on the 

children's faces when they receive their box. A special thank-you to 
those who sent additional funds for shipping. This project was started 

by the Macedonia Women in 2000 with an average of 40 boxes per 
year. Due to your generosity that was exceeded this year! Thank-you! 

• Dorothy & Pat Longshore are happy to announce the birth of their 
granddaughter, Kendrix Adelle Wood.  Kendrix was born on November 

23rd.  Kendrix’s parents are Katy & Kevin Wood.  Mother and daughter 
are doing well. 

• Mr. & Mrs. James Grey would like to announce the marriage of 

their daughter, Madeline Grey to Austin Davis.  Madeline is also the 
granddaughter of Macedonia members, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sabbagha. 

Madeline and Austin were married at the Litchfield Beach and Golf 
Resort on October 9, 2021. 

  

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
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Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Ola Mae Fulmer Bill & Frances Rampey 

Brantley Alewine Vickie Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Dorothy Berenbrok Freida Koon Joe Sabbagha 

Judy Bobb Frank Lyerly Shelby Seibert 
Tommy & Janet Brown Dale McCoin Katie Mae Slice 

Dillon Cromer Roxie Moore Larry Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Telina Morris Michael Tolbert 

Juanita Fulmer Carrie Pritchard Mary Witakowski 
 

 

Prayer Requests – Friends 
Tim Bedenbaugh Dell Gandy Diane Livingston 

John Bentley Chris Gates Janna Longshore 
Yvonne Bentley Linda Greene Jane & Don Ramsey 

Dave Berry Michael Hoover Terry Shaver 
Charleigh Bowers Sheila Hunnicutt Hannah Togami 

Hope & JD Chavez Jesse Key  

Simms Daniels Cindy Kimbrell  

 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 

- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 

   White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard Street, Newberry, SC  29108 
- Juanita Fulmer, Room 118 

- Wayne Fulmer, Room 309 
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December 5, 2021 + Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Life in the Wilderness 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote 

First Aid, during which participants learn skills to be used in case of 
emergencies such as low blood sugar, hypothermia, and burns when 

professional help is unavailable or far away. For someone experiencing a 
health crisis in a wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid 

skills can be lifesaving. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are told 

that the word of God came to John in the wilderness. The wilderness 
mentioned here brings to mind a place that is remote, sparsely 

populated, and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another wilderness being 
illuminated here as well—the wilderness of a messy world where some 

have wealth and status while others experience food insecurity, injustice, 

and homelessness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is 

coming through whom “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” 
(Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the authorities in power 

(vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to know just how different John 
the Baptist and, more importantly, the one he proclaims are from the 

rulers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his 

ministry John was clear that it wasn’t about him or his personal agenda 
but rather the work of God through him. He pointed to the Promised One 

and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message 

that extended to the vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the 
wilderness, to bring good news to the little and the least, and to proclaim 

the work of God in our lives, through both our actions and our words. As 

we do, we bear witness to the promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, 

the one who leads us from death to life. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  License #SAS103610.  All rights reserved. 
 


