
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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November 29, 2020 - 9:30 am 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 
HYMN 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (v. 1) 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 
 
HYMN 257 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
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5 O come, O Key of David, come, 
 and open wide our heav'nly home; 
 make safe the way that leads on high, 
 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 
 
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 
 
7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 
 
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear.  Refrain   
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God 
desires. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin.  
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have 
not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake us up and 
turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ.  
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless 
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The 
visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in 
Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, 
conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who 
has brought deliverance in the past. 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 
mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to 
make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen 
any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your 
ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 
forever.  Now consider, we are all your people. 
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The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
(Sing in Unison) 

Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. R 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 
 
 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them 
how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will 
continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
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testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation

 
 
Holy Gospel according to Mark 13:24-37 
Glory to You, O Lord 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in 
power and glory to end all suffering. 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  26Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven.  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 
soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  32“But about that 
day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
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puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when 
he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 
 
Offering Prayer   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every 
season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will 
receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior 
fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

HYMN 244 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
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3 The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 
 
 
Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 

Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 156 

Offering $6,717 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
 
 
 Please tune in to 90.1 FM on your radio for a more up-close and personal 

audio experience!   
 On behalf of Silverstreet Lutheran Church, and to show our love for the 

Christ child, we would like to extend an invitation to your congregation to a 
Drive-Thru Nativity in Nine Living Scenes.  This will be a re-enactment of the 
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Christmas story by members of our church on Sunday, December 20th, 6 - 8 
pm. 

 Attention all Macedonia members over age 75:  If you’re interested in 
having a free blue emergency address sign, please contact Jan Acquisto 803-
924-9642. 

 Joint WELCA Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the fellowship 
hall. Please plan to attend. 

 The Goldies Christmas Meal will be held at the church on Monday, 
December 7th, 10 am. 

 We want to thank our church family and friends for the many acts of 
kindness shown to us during the losses of both our sister and sister-in-law.  
Even during these difficult times, we have felt so grateful and blessed to be a 
part of this loving church and community.  Sincerely, Nancy & Rick Richardson 

 CHRISTMAS CARDS:   While we are accustomed to placing Christmas cards 
in the member mailboxes in the parish hall, we ask that you instead give the 
cards to an usher at the exit gates in the coming weeks.  The cards will then 
be distributed for you into the appropriate mailboxes in the hallway.  We are 
currently working on a safe solution to have the cards batched and given to 
their respective recipients. Thank you for your patience, and please stay tuned 
for updates. 

 Christmas singalong:  On Wednesday, December 2nd at 7:30 pm, please 
join us from the comfort of your home as Macedonia’s Choir will be going live 
on our church’s Facebook page for a Christmas singalong.  The singalongs will 
be every Wednesday evening through December 23rd.  If you have a request, 
please contact Julie Livingston or any choir member. The songs can be any 
Christmas carol, not just church hymns. This will be such a fun time since we 
are not able to go Christmas caroling this year! 

 Thank you for the overwhelming response to our Sistercare Christmas 
Angel Tree Project. Over $2,000 was collected!!! Woohoo!! Your generous 
donations will brighten the Christmas of so many abused women and children 
at Sistercare. You’re the best! ❤ Jan Acquisto 

 THANK YOU! Our youth group recently collected “Blessing Bags” of 
nonperishable food items for our local food pantries.  We would like to thank 
everyone for all of the donated items.  There were a total of 130 bags collected 
- we divided these up and delivered these items to Newberry Manna House, 
as well as Pomaria Food Pantry.  Thank you again So very much - these 
Blessing Bags will be a huge blessing to many needy families in our 
community.  We love our church!  May God bless each of you and your 
families!  Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Rudie Tarver, Donald Wise, Timmy Graham 
Receiving Treasurer:  Dean Wise 
Lay Reader:  Nancy Richardson 
Acolyte:  Kash Wessinger 
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Craig & *Tina Hipp Joe Sabbagha 
Jeannette Ayers Justin Hughes Shelby Seibert 
Dorothy Berenbrok Richard & Freida Koon Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Frank Lyerly Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Dale McCoin Larry Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 
Juanita Fulmer Bill Rampey  
Ola Mae Fulmer Karen Ruff  

    
 

Prayer Requests - Friends 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Lynnette Lever Duke Warren 

Michael Wise 
 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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November 29, 2020 + First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Learn from the Figs 
 
Fig trees mature slowly. They don’t require much maintenance, but they 
do require plenty of time to grow. Some fig trees take years to start 
producing fruit. It may be tempting to give up on a fig too soon, but the 
patient gardener knows to wait and watch for the subtle signs that the fig 
tree is about to produce. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson,” Jesus says in today’s gospel (Mark 
13:28). Just as the gardener watches for indications that a bud is about 
to unfold, so should believers watch for where God’s presence is 
emerging in the world. 
 
Jesus’ words in this passage paint a picture of God’s arrival as unsettling 
and fearsome, with darkening skies and shaking celestial orbs. It is hard 
to imagine how anyone could miss such an arrival, yet Jesus warns his 
listeners that those who are not vigilant will be caught unaware. We must 
watch with care and patience for the signs of the coming of the Son of 
Man, like the gardener who watches for the ripening fig. If you think such 
signs can be ignored, you will miss the surprising, gentle cry of the 
incarnate God come as a tiny, vulnerable baby. 
 
Today, at the beginning of Advent, we enter a season of waiting and 
watching as we anticipate with hope the coming of Christ’s light into the 
world. Yet, even as we wait, there are active signs of God’s presence all 
around us now—in water and word, in bread and wine, in the assembly 
gathered for worship. These signs remind us of God’s gracious love 
toward us. At the same time, the lesson of the fig tree reminds us to stay 
curious and attentive, open to what might surprise us. God is always up 
to something new. 
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