
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

 
Established 1847, 174th Year of Ministry 

 

 

“To love, to serve, and to seek the Kingdom of God 

through a growing relationship with Jesus Christ” 
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November 28, 2021 

8:30 am – lakeshore 

10:30 am - sanctuary 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God 

and in memory of Skip Garrett 

by Sandy Bennett 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (v. 1)  Page 240 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
716975.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Hymn “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”    Page 244 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

 The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

 The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
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3 The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

 Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

 arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

 the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
 

 
Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your 
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful 
in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin 

and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The 
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LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working 
salvation for Israel. 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those 

days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 
is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 25:1-10 
(Sing in Unison) 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 

 1To | you, O LORD, 

  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the 
day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 

your good- | ness, O LORD. 

 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 

 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
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 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 

 

 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is 
exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul 

voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this 
growing church. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 

way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 
for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may 

he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 

saints. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

 

Holy Gospel according to Luke 21:25-36 
Glory to You, O Lord 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that 
fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, 
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confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand 
boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 

sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and 
great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 
30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 

does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 

that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Hymn “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry         Page 249 
 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces  

that the Lord is nigh; awake and hearken,  
for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
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2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the  
way for God within, and let us all our  

hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge  
and our great reward; without your grace we  

waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us  

rise to fall no more; oh, let your face upon  
us shine and fill the world with love divine. 

 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent  

has our freedom won, whom with the Father  

we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 

 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of  
blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may 

be fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; u- 
nite them with the prayers we offer now.  Grace our table with your 

presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

 
Offering Prayer   

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

peace.   

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn “Fling Wide the Door”          Page 259 
 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; the King of glory  

comes in state; the Lord of lords and King of kings, the  
Savior of the world who brings his great salvation  

to the earth.  So raise a shout of holy mirth and  
praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit, Word. 

 
2 He is the rock of our belief, the heart of mercy's  

gentle self.  His kingly crown is holiness;  his  

scepter is his loveliness; he brings our sorrows  
to an end.   Now gladly praise our king and friend, and  

worship him with song for saving us from wrong. 
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3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands that live by their true  
king's commands.  And blessed be the hearts he rules, the  

humble places where he dwells.  He is the rightful  
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, creator  

of the world, our only strength for good. 
 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; our hearts are open  
wide in trust.  Oh, show us now your lovely grace, upon  

our sorrows shine your face, and let your Holy  

Spirit guide our journey in your grace so wide.  We  
praise your holy name,  from age to age the same! 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Used 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-716975.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Attendance last week 

8:30 Drive-in Service 133 

9:30 Sunday School 61 

10:30 Sanctuary Service 29 

Offering $6,484.57 
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Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Donald Wise, Robert Barnes, Grady Fulmer, Brian 

Shaffer 
Receiving Treasurer:  Dean Wise 

Lay Readers:  8:30 – Doug Hipp; 10:30 – Dorothy Longshore 
Acolytes:  Cody Alewine, Emma Ruch  

Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 

juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant:  Jeannie Cox, 803-364-3786, 

macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 

pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
 

 
A special welcome to Macedonia!  Thanks so much for being with us today!  If you need 
assistance with anything, please ask an usher.  At our lakeshore services, you are welcome to 
dress casually and appropriately for outdoor worship.  Contact a church council member or the 
pastor if you wish to become a member, be baptized, or receive Holy Communion.  Come again 

soon! 

 

 

• Tune to 90.1 FM to listen on your radio at our drive-in service. 

• Join us for bible study in person or via Zoom Wednesdays at 11 am! 

• Jubilation Choir practices at 4:30 pm on Sundays that KFC meets. 
• Gentlemen are invited to Cathy’s in Prosperity for the Men’s 

Breakfast every other Wednesday at 7:30 am.  Please plan to attend 
December 1st and every other week thereafter! 

• Beginning December 5th both services will be held in the sanctuary.    

• There will be NO LINEDANCING CLASS on Thursday, December 2nd. 
• Macedonia WELCA will have their Winter Quarterly meeting on 

Sunday, December 5th at 5 PM in the fellowship hall.  Please note the 

change in time.  The Fellowship Circle is the program leader and 
hostess.  Our program is entitled “Away From the Manger”.  The 

congregation is cordially invited to attend! 
• Silverstreet Lutheran Church invites all to their re-enactment of the 

Christmas story in a drive-thru nativity in nine living scenes, Saturday, 
December 18th, 6 pm.  Rain date:  Sunday, December 19th, 6 pm.   

• For our Christmas goodwill project, Macedonia is again sponsoring 

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
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Sistercare of Newberry County. Sistercare is a nonprofit organization 
serving victims of domestic violence and their children. We will be 

accepting monetary donations at the gate each Sunday in November. 
Please help these families in need. 

• Sign-up sheets for ushers, communion assistants and lay readers will 
be available today on the table outside of the church office. This will be 

the last Sunday to sign up for the date of your choice. Thank you for 
assisting the Worship and Music Committee in completing this 

important portion of the yearbook.   
• Attention Parents:  The Jubilation Choir/Sunday School Children 

(ages kindergarten-fifth grade) will be singing at the 10:30 service on 
Sunday, December 12th. There will only be one service that Sunday. 

Please have your child at the choir room at 10:20, as they will be 
singing right after the prelude at the beginning of the service. After they 

finish singing they will go sit with their parents.  If you have any 

questions please call, text or email me: (803)295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com.  Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord! Psalm 

100:1.  Thanks so much!  Blessings!  Julie Livingston   
• A heartfelt thank-you to all who gave Christmas Shoeboxes for 

Samaritan's Purse this year. A total of 105 boxes were given, 88 
delivered and 17 purchased on-line. Just imagine the joy on the 

children's faces when they receive their box. A special thank-you to 
those who sent additional funds for shipping. This project was started 

by the Macedonia Women in 2000 with an average of 40 boxes per 
year. Due to your generosity that was exceeded this year! Thank-you! 

• Macedonia will have a Christmas float (decorated by our youth 
group) in the Prosperity Christmas Parade on December 5th.  If you 

would like to ride in the parade with us, we would love to have you join 
us!!  The parade starts at 3:00 pm, but we will need to be in the line-

up by 2:00 pm.  Our number in the parade is #32.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Julie Alewine or Julie Livingston.  Thank you! 
• It’s time to order poinsettias!  Please request an order form from an 

usher, and note any special dedication on the form.  The cost is $10.50 
this year.  You may also order by calling or texting Lynn Dowd at 803-

360-5704 and leaving your money with an usher, in the office or mailing 
it to Lynn.  Order deadline is December 8th.  Please call Lynn with any 

questions. 

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
tel:803-360-5704
tel:803-360-5704
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Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Ola Mae Fulmer Bill & Frances Rampey 

Brantley Alewine Vickie Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Dorothy Berenbrok Freida Koon Joe Sabbagha 

Judy Bobb Frank Lyerly Shelby Seibert 
Tommy & Janet Brown Dale McCoin Katie Mae Slice 

Dillon Cromer Roxie Moore Larry Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Telina Morris Michael Tolbert 

Juanita Fulmer Carrie Pritchard Mary Witakowski 
 

 

Prayer Requests – Friends 
Tim Bedenbaugh Dell Gandy Diane Livingston 

John Bentley Chris Gates Janna Longshore 
Yvonne Bentley Linda Greene Jane & Don Ramsey 

Dave Berry Michael Hoover Terry Shaver 
Charleigh Bowers Sheila Hunnicutt Hannah Togami 

Hope & JD Chavez Jesse Key  

Simms Daniels Cindy Kimbrell  

 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 

- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 

   White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard Street, Newberry, SC  29108 
- Juanita Fulmer, Room 118 

- Wayne Fulmer, Room 309 
 

 

  



16 

 

November 28, 2021 + First Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

Expectant Waiting 
 

A pastor once summarized the way God answers prayers with three 
categories: yes, no, and not yet. To his young audience, these categories 

made sense and served as a simple way to think about their prayer life. 
But having clear categories does not dismiss the fact that it is often 

easier to receive the answer “yes” or “no,” compared to the answer “not 
yet.” After all, the answer “not yet” often involves waiting. And waiting 

can be exhausting! 
 

Whether it be waiting for a medical diagnosis, longing for healing in a 

relationship, expecting a child, or enduring another situation beyond our 
complete control, it can be challenging to be patient, accept the 

unknown, and trust God’s promises in the meantime. 
 

This is a reality Jesus understood, and one that is at the heart of his 
parable of the fig tree in today’s reading. The early believers needed 

encouragement as they waited for the coming of the Lord. Patience, 
endurance, and trust did not come any easier to them than they do to 

many of us today. Yet that is precisely what followers of Christ are invited 
to do during the season of Advent: to remain prayerful and expectant as 

they await the birth of Jesus. 
 

Perhaps that is why Jesus gives his followers something to do in their 
waiting. Jesus’ words urge us to be on the lookout for signs of God’s 

kingdom, even as we await the fulfillment of God’s promises in the 

future. The sign you see may be a neighbor helping another in need, a 
child growing and thriving, or a card received from a friend. God’s 

promise is that even as we wait for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, it is 
drawing near—and is, in fact, already among us. 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  License #SAS103610.  All rights reserved. 


