
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 
ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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November 15, 2020 - 9:30 am 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
HYMN “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” 
1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand amid the  

heav'nly throng; and sing with hosts from ev'ry land the 
new celestial song, the new celestial song. 

 
2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come and show him- 

self as Lord, and thousands meet in their new home which 
Jesus has prepared, which Jesus has prepared. 

 
3 Oh, what a mighty rushing flood of joy and 

love and peace will roll down over us with good and 
blessedness and grace, and blessedness and grace. 

 
4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything; your love has  

made us free to stand among the saints and sing the  
glory that we see, the glory that we see. 

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
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may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, 
and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and 
wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the 
day of the LORD as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day 
in the New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of 
the day of the LORD. 
 7Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is at hand; the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 
people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
 “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”   
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.  Though 
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of 
the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.   
 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of 
ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 
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thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified 
cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 
because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out 
like dust, and their flesh like dung. 
 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day 
of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be 
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the 
earth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 90:1-12 
(Sing in Unison) 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to 
wisdom. (Ps. 90:12) 
 1Lord, you have | been our refuge 
  from one generation | to another. 
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth 
were born,  
  from age to age | you are God. 
 3You turn us back to the | dust and say, 
  “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past 
  and like a watch | in the night; R 
 5you sweep them away | like a dream, 
  they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 
 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; 
  in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 
 7For we are consumed | by your anger; 
  we are afraid because | of your wrath. 
 8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 
  and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. R 
 9When you are angry, all our | days are gone; 
  we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 
 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty; 
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  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly 
and | we are gone. 
 11Who regards the power | of your wrath? 
  Who rightly fears your | indignation? 
   12So teach us to num- | ber our days 
  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. R 
 
 
Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we 
live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be 
given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are 
not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, 
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but 
for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so 
that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25:14-30 
Glory to you, O Lord 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not 
sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return 
should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same 
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves 
came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the 
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, 
and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
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Offering Prayer   
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your 
table, and shared your abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, 
as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your 
rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you 
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.  Amen. 
 
 
Words of Institution and Communion 
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for remembrance of me.  Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 
rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always.  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people  

pour your pow'r; crown your ancient church's story; 
 bring its bud to glorious flow'r.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
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2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, a- 
ssail his ways!  From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the living of these days, for the living of these days, 
 
3 Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to  

your control; shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 rich in things and poor in soul.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
4 Save us from weak resignation to the evils  

we deplore; let the gift of your salvation 
 be our glory evermore.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 
 
 
Doxology 
 
 
Dismissal 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 
please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Our live video-equipped nursery is 
provided in the parish hall during worship.  Please ask an usher if you need assistance, and thanks 
so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
 

 
Attendance last week 

9:30 Drive-in Service 192 
Offering $6,597 
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Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Rudie Tarver, Donald Wise, Timmy Graham 
Receiving Treasurer:  Dean Wise 
Lay Reader:  Debby Fulmer 
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox, 803-364-3786, 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
 

 

REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION 
There will be 3 separate communion stations at which we will receive a 
single-file line, appropriately distanced, at each station.  After receiving 
the bread and wine, each person will return to their car or boat.  Those 
who cannot come forward may remain in their cars, having the driver 

wave to have the elements brought to them if they wish.  If you do not 
feel comfortable participating in communion, please feel free to refrain 

from communing at this time. 

 
 Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes are DUE 

TODAY! 
 Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Grace congregation will not be able to 

hold its annual Free Community Thanksgiving Meal.  Instead, they are going to 
prepare and distribute free Thanksgiving meal boxes of traditional fixings to 
individuals or families who are in need in our community.  Free Thanksgiving 
Meal Boxes will be distributed at Grace Lutheran Church, Prosperity, on 
Sunday, Nov. 22nd from 1-3 pm.  Call the church office at 803-364-3331 to 
reserve your box. Reservations will be taken through Monday, Nov. 16th or until 
all boxes have been reserved, whichever comes first. 

 Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is hosting a blood drive Monday, November 
16th, 1 – 6 pm.  To schedule your appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 
and enter sponsor code:  MtPilgrim.  Donors will receive COVID-19 antibody 
testing, plus a free Carolina vs. Clemson t-shirt! 

 Thank you for all the acts of kindness shown to us during the sudden loss 
of our loved one, Jeremey Schumpert.  We appreciate all of the prayers, food, 
cards, and congregational Altar flowers.  We ask that you continue to keep us 
in your prayers during the days ahead.  Your thoughtfulness is very much 
appreciated.  -Tommy & Janet Brown 
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 Our sincere condolences go out to the family and friends of Geraldine Morris 
with her passing on October 30, 2020.  May you all be comforted and 
supported by the eternal love and promises of our risen Christ. 

 I want to thank all my wonderful church family and friends for all the 
cards, calls, visits and comforting words I have received since the death of my 
baby sister, Eleanor Dunlap, on October 22nd.  It has been great to have such a 
loving and caring church family.  God Bless each of you!  - Harold Fulmer 

 On behalf of Silverstreet Lutheran Church, and to show our love for the 
Christ child, we would like to extend an invitation to your congregation to a 
Drive-Thru Nativity in Nine Living Scenes.  This will be a re-enactment of the 
Christmas story by members of our church on Sunday, December 20th, 6 - 8 
pm. 

 Attention all Macedonia members over age 75:  If you’re interested in 
having a free blue emergency address sign, please contact Jan Acquisto 803-
924-9642. 

 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Bill Rampey 
Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Joe Sabbagha 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Joye Irons Shelby Seibert 
Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Jimmy Shealy 
Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Katie Mae Slice 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Dale McCoin Larry Tolbert 
JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 
   

Prayer Requests - Friends 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Lynnette Lever Duke Warren 

Michael Wise 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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November 15, 2020 + 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

A Significant Trust 
 
On one level we can read the parable of the talents and see a simple 
lesson: A property owner entrusts property to his workers and goes away. 
The workers respond in different ways to this trust, and he responds to 
them in different ways upon his return. The third is paralyzed by fear. We 
ought not fear putting the gifts God has given us to work for good in our 
world. 
 
There is another depth to this story found in the property entrusted to the 
workers: One is given five talents, the second two talents, and the third 
only one talent. We are told this is according to their ability. How much was 
a talent? In our culture, where we have coins and bills for our currency, this 
last worker seems to be entrusted with pocket change. A talent, however, 
was not a denomination of currency in the way we might understand. A 
talent was more than fifteen years’ wages for a laborer. Fifteen years! 
 
For illustration purposes, let us assume a laborer today makes $10 an hour. 
If a person works forty hours per week with two weeks of vacation, a year’s 
wages would be $20,000. Fifteen years of wages would be $300,000. This 
would be one talent. Two talents would be $600,000; five would be 
$1,500,000. 
 
Why all this math? What we see in the value of the talents are significant 
amounts of property entrusted to the workers—even the one with the least 
ability. What is beautiful in this story is the trust the property owner has in 
his workers. His disappointment with the third shows the trust to be 
sincere. What if this one had trusted himself as much as the property 
owner did? 
 
Psalm 139 tells us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Perhaps this 
parable is an invitation for us to believe in ourselves as much as God 
believes in us, and thus experience the joy our loving Creator already has 
for us. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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